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gimenei, biedribai Engela sirds un Pasaules brivo latviesu
apvienibas birojam Riga.
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Atrodam to, kas mus vieno!

Amerikas LatvieSu apvienibas priek§séza Pétera Blumberga uzruna, atklgjot ALA 69. kongresu

kopa klatiené.

Es zinu, ka jUs, sabiedriskie darbinieki, kas savu
laiku ziedo draudzém, Daugavas Vanagu kopam,
latviesu skolam, organizacijam un apvienibam, jas
to darataritapéc, lai satiktu savéjos, kopa pasmietos
un piedzivotu draudzibu! Mums visiem ta Sobrid
pietrikst un mums visiem ir skumiji.

Vel sarezgitaku situaciju padara noskana musu
mitnes zemé - Amerikas Savienotajas Valstis. Msu
sabiedriba Sobrid ir saskelta vairakos jautajumos,
gan parto, ka reagét uz socialiem nemieriem valsti,
gan par to, kam jak|Ust par Valsts prezidentu?

Bet més varam atrast lietas, kas mus vieno. Mus
vieno misu valoda, masu kultira un rlpes par
Latviju.

Es esmu 1pasi lepns, ka Amerikas Latviesu
apvieniba pandémijas laika spéja veiksmigi
darboties un apvienot latvieSus ASV caur valodu,
kultiiru un ripém par Latviju. Més sapratam, ka
latviesu skolas un nometnes jatas nedrosi un
satraucas par nakotni, tapéc nolémam atbalstit
latvisko izglitibu ar ziedojumu ikvienai latviesu
skolai un nometnei Amerika, lai tas varétu turpinat

darbu.

Esiet sveicinati Amerikas LatvieSu apvienibas 69. kongresa - pirmaja, kas
apvienibas vésturé nenotiek klatiené, bet tiessaisté!

Bijam planojusi satikties Mineapolé 2020. gada maija. Ceriba, ka
izsludinata pandémija beigsies, parcélam muasu ikgadéjo tiksanos uz
rudeni. Diemzél visas tiksanas Sodien kluvusas par tieSsaistes sarunam
dazadas platformas un ir grati prognozét, kad beidzot visi atkal basim

Sis laiks nav bijis viegls nevienam no mums, jo nevaréjam satikties un
sadarboties ta, ka esam to darijusi daudzus gadus. Més izsakam lidzjatibu
ikvienam, ko skarusi pandémijas nezéliga realitate - tiem, kas slimoja,
tiem, kas zaudéja darbu un iztikas lidzek]us.

Ka Cetru délu tevs, kura bérnu latviskas dzives bdatiska dala ir bijusi
Garezera Vasaras vidusskola, varu iedomaties, cik grati jauniesiem bijis
atteikties no prieka un kopa bisanas skolas absolvésanas ceremonija,
kultras un sporta pasakumos. Garezers ir ari mana dzives dala, més
visi atceramies, cik svariga skolas gados bija ikviena kopa sanaksana un
pasakumi latviesu draugu pulka.

Pavasari més jutam, ka musu sabiedribai trakst
prieka un iepriecinajam sabiedribu ar sestdienas
vakaru virtualam kultdras programmam, kas
izradijas |oti popularas.

Pandémijas laika més nepametam novarta ariripes
par Latviju. Kopa ar Latvijas Bérnu fondu, laikrakstu
“Laiks” un skolam Latvija, ALA sarikoja ziedo$anas
akciju, kur ASV latviesu dasnie ziedojumi palidzéja
iegadaties datorus talmacibam tricigu gimenu
bérniem Latvijas skolas.

Neskatoties uz pandémiju, un tas varbdt liksies
paradoksali, bet muisu apvienibas pasreizéja
finansu un budzZeta situacija ir labaka neka jebkad
agrak.

Pedéjos piecos gados més esam gandriz
dubultojusi musu kapitalu, no aptuveni 5 miljoniem
dolaru Iidz 9 miljoniem. Més esam sakusi $o naudu
saukt par fondu, angliski - “endowment”, un es
personigi domaju, ka mums jacensas to palielinat
lidz 50 miljoniem dolaru, lai ALA klatu par ASV
latvieSu sabiedribas pastavésanas garantu.

Més esam pateicigi musu ziedotajiem, bet ticu, ka
So atbalstu més esam nopelnijusi, jo esam lietojusi
jusu ziedoto naudu, lai atbalstitu Amerikas latviesu
nakotni caur musu daudzveidigajam programmam.
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Ka ikvienai veiksmigai organizacijai, musu
galvenais resurss nav masu kapitals, bet cilveki.
ALA rupigiizvélas savus valdes loceklus un sagaida,
ka vini nesavtigi stradas sabiedribas varda. Més
esam priecigi un gandariti ari par musu sadarbibas
partneriem, paldies tiem, kas Sodien ir kopa ar
mums.

Manas paaudzes latviesi ASV nepiedzivoja 2.
Pasaules kara laiku vai béglu gaitas, més par to
macijamies no vecvecaku un vecaku stastiem,
amerikanu skolas un universitatés. Kara laik3,
amerikanu karaviri, kas cinijas Eiropa vai Azija, bija
jauni cilveki, kuru ikdienas dzive bija apstajusies uz
vairakiem gadiem. Daudzi no viniem krita, bet tie,
kas izdzivoja, katru dienu domaja par to, ko vini
daris, kad beidzot atgriezisies majas.

Péc kara vini atgriezas un kluva par paaudzi, kas
bija, vésturnieku vardiem runajot, ka izSauta lode,
“shot out of a cannon”. Vini beidzot varéja istenot
savu planus, piepildit sapnus un gribéja to izdarit
atri, jo saprata laika vértibu. Un ka més zinam, ASV
péckara gados sasniedza neticamus panakumus
razosana un kluva par spécigako valsti pasaulé.

Es aicinu jUs visus, Tpasi jauno paaudzi, pavadit
$o laiku, kad masu satik§anas briviba ir ierobeZota,
planojot savu dzivi un skatoties uz nakotni, kad
atkal basim kopa un piedzivosim uzplaukumu.

Let’s find what unites us!

ALA president Peteris Blumbergs’ address to the 69th ALA Congress

This has been a difficult year for all of us, but in
particular, we extend our condolences to those who
have suffered from the Covid pandemic medically
or financially.

We also sympathize with the Latvian-Americans
who volunteer with their local organizations, such
as churches, Daugavas Vanagi, and Latvian schools,
but who were unable to meet due to the pandemic.
The fellowship experienced when we get together
is truly missed. Like many local organizations, ALA

has been unable to hold a live, in-person board
meeting since March, and in October 2020, we
held our first-ever “virtual” annual congress.

In addition to the problems caused by the
pandemic, the divisive political climate in the U.S.
is another threat to Latvian-American society, since
we have a diverse range of political views and thus
support different candidates.

There are things that unite us:
Our language;
Our culture;
Our love of and concern for the country of Latvia.
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| am particularly proud of ALA's accomplishments
during the Covid era since we have used this time
to focus on these unifying principles of language,
culture, and charity.
In the past year:

* ALA gave unprecedented financial support
to Latvian-American schools, distributing
$100,000 to schools and camps from coast
to coast, while also organizing peer-based
support for school leadership.

* We helped schoolchildren in Latvia as well, by
raising funds to purchase $50,000 in computer
equipment so that children could study
remotely while school buildings were closed.

e And in order to maintain a robust cultural life,
we sponsored a “Saturday Night Live” virtual
concert program that showcased Latvian-
Americans’ favorite performers, including
ImantaDimanta and Armands Birkens.

In spite of the pandemic, and perhaps somewhat
paradoxically, ALA is thriving as an organization.
In the last five years, we have almost doubled our
endowment from 5 million dollars to 9 million. Our
board of directors and headquarters in Rockville
has been as active as ever and | am particularly
proud that we have managed to recruit such
talented, knowledgeable, and experienced people

to our board. We are grateful to our donors who
have supported us!

Even though my generation did not experience
World War Il and the refugee camps like our
parents or grandparents, we learned about it from
them and in American schools and universities.
American soldiers who served in Europe or in Asia
were young people whose lives were put on hold
during the war. Many died overseas, but for those
that survived, it is said that every day during the war
they thought about and planned what they would
do with their lives once they returned home.

And, upon their homecoming, this generation
was, as historians have put it, “shot out of a cannon.”
They were finally able to realize their dreams and
fulfill their plans. Moreover, they wanted to do
everything quickly because they understood the
value of time. Of course, this post-war generation
is famous for building America into a wealthy
superpower.
linvite the ALA membership, especially our younger
members, to think about this example. Spend your
time during the quarantine to plan goals, including
ways to improve our Latvian-American institutions,
so that when the pandemic is over and we are all
vaccinated, we will be revitalized and experience
renewal.

Let's stay united in our goals!
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2020. gada izsludinatas pandémijas apstaklos
kongresa dalibnieki tiekas attalinati

Informaciju sagatavoja ALA 69. kongresa Rezoliciju komisijas vaditdja Rendte Kenney un
Informacijas nozares vaditdja Tatjana Zagare-Vitina
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69. KONGRESS

2020. GADA 23.- 24. OKTOBRI

23. un 24. oktobrf attdlingti, Zoom platforma,
notika Amerikas LatvieSu apvienibas kongress.

Kongresu ar emociondlu un uzmundrinoSu

ligSanu  atklaja Latvijas Evangéliski luteriskas
Baznicas pasaulé  (LELBP) arhibiskape Lauma
Zuseévica.

ALA priekssédis Péteris Blumbergs sava uzruna
uzsvéra apvienibas dzivotspéju  sarezditajos
pandémijas apstak|os. Vairak neka gads ir pagajis
kops 68. kongresa un paveikts ir daudz. To savos
apsveikumos atziméja gan LR véstnieks ASV
Maris Selga, gan arlietu ministrs Edgars Rinkévics,
specialo uzdevumu véstniece diasporas jautdjumos
Elita Gavele, ALA sadarbibas partneri Kanada,
Eiropa un latviesu diasporas organizacijas.

Lielu interesi izraisija Zurnalista Paula Raudsepa
saruna ar Vacijas Marsala fonda pétnieci Kristini
Bérzinu par Latvijas droSibu gaidamo ASV
prezidenta véléSanu noskana, kura tika analizéti
iespéjamie ASV un Baltijas valstu sadarbibas
scenariji péc ASV prezidenta velésanam.

Kongresa bija tris darba grupas - par ALA
politiskajam aktivitdtéem, ko vadija Sabiedrisko
attieclou nozares vaditdjs Dzintars Dzilna,
prezentacija par apvienibas Kultiras nozares
un Kultaras fonda darbibu, ko bija sagatvojusas
nozares vaditaja Liga Ejupe un fonda prieksséde

6 / LATVIAN DIMENSIONS

Sanita Simane, kuram $aja kongresa beidzas
pilnvaru termini valdé. Izglitibas nozares vaditaja
Elisa Freimane sniedza ieskatu par latviesu skolu
darbu pandémijas apstaklos.

Kongresa pirmas dienas nosléguma apvienibas
birojatikaizlozéts akcijas “Sveika, Latvija” uzvarétajs,
kurs ieguva ALA apmaksatu lidojuma bileti uz Rigu.
Cerams, ka So iespéju uzvarétajs Paulis Lazda no
Viskonsinas varés izmantot tuvakaja laika, kad atkal
varésim brivi parvietoties pa plaso pasauli!

24. oktobri delegatiem un skatitajiem bija iespéja
piedalities interesanta saruna par Rigu. Domnicas
Certus valdes priek$sedétajs, Latvijas Universitates
asociétais profesors Daunis Auers prezentéja vina
vadiba veikto pétijumu “RigaX”.

Skatitajiem bija daudz jautdjumu par to, ka
pétnieki redz Latvijas galvaspilsétas attistibu.

Ka sava parskata kongresa zinoja Amerikas
LatvieSu apvienibas priek$sédis Péteris Blumbergs,
apvienibas finansu situacija ir |oti laba, tapéc
apvieniba varéjusi atlauties atbalstit vairakas
nozimigas aktivitates - sniegt ievérojamu atbalstu
ASV latviesu skolam un nometném, lidzmaksajumu
Amerikas latvieSu ziedojumiem, kas palidzéja
iegadaties datorus talmacibai bérniem Latvija.
Kongress pienéma ALA budzetu §im darba gadam,
jo agrak, sakara ar izsludinato pandémiju, to nebija
iespé&jams izdarit.

Kongresa tehnisko norisi nodrosina
ALA generéalsekretare Marisa Gudra

Kongresa delegatiem un viesiem bija iespéja
noklausities vairakus interesantus ALA sadarbibas
partneru zinojumus. Pasaules brivo latviesu
apvienibas (PBLA) priek§séde Kristine Saulite
pastastija par organizacijas darbu neparastos
apstak|os, koordingjot pasaules latviesu diasporas
organizacijas. Ari Amerikas latvieSu apvieniba
ir PBLA daliborganizacija un svarigs sadarbibas
partneris.

Interesantu un emocionalu prezentaciju sniedza
Latvijas Okupacijas muzeja direktore Solvita Viba un
Latvijas Nacionalas operas gildes prezidents Ivars
Slokenbergs, kurs pastastija par Latvijas Nacionalas
operas planiem 2022. gada iestudét izcilo Jana
Kalnina operu "Hamlets”. Operas gilde kluvusi par
uzveduma galveno atbalstitaju. Gadu gaita ALA
dasni atbalstijusi gan muzeju, gan gildi, ziedojot
operas iestudéjumam 10 takstosus dolaru.

Kongresa darba piedalijas 65 delegati. Kongress
apstiprinaja  jauno apvienibas valdi, pienéma
vairakas rezollcijas un ieteikumus. Péc kongresa
izsOtitaja aptauja delegati kongresu novértéja ka
veiksmigu un izdevusos.

Ir grati prognozét, kad beigsies pandémijas
izsauktie ierobezojumi. Sagaidot Amerikas Latviesu
apvienibas 70. jubileju, ikviens no mums cer
satikties un svinét So nozimigo jubileju klatiené
kopa ar draugiem un domubiedriem.

ALA vicepriekssédis un kongresa vaditajs Martins Andersons

The ALA 69th Congress took place on the
Zoom platform, with 65 delegates participating
remotely in a packed, two-day long program,
full of interesting presentations and discussions.
ALA president Péteris Blumbergs praised the
organization'’s resilience and ability to continue its
work during the pandemic. The Congress program
offered working groups on ALAs political activities,
culture and education, and several guest speakers.
On the first day, the guest speaker was Kristine
Bérzina, a researcher at the German Marshall Fund,
who was interviewed by the notable journalist Pauls
Raudseps; on the second day - Prof. Daunis Auers,
head of Certus, who presented a vision of Riga’s
urban development, as imagined by a team of the
think-tank that he leads. Other presenters included
the director of the Museum of Occupation, Solvita
Viba, and the president of the National Opera
Guild, Ivars Slokenbergs. Both organizations have
received generous ALA support over the years.

LNOG priekssédis Ivars Slokenbergs un
LNO direktors Egils Silins vienojas par sadarbibu.
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ALA 69. kongress

ALA 69. kongresa delegdti, tiekoties tie$saisté Zoom platformg,

2020. gada 23. - 24. oktobri:

2.
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Pateicas 69. kongresa Ricibas komitejai: Ansim Viksninam par ieguldito darbu kongresa Minesota
planosana, pirms pandémijas uzliktie ierobezojumi liedza $o kongresu noturét klatiené; Tatjanai
Zagarei-Vitinai un Péterim Blumbergam par tie$saistes kongresa programmas izveidosanu; Marisai
Gudrajai un Tiesraides.lv kolégiem par virtuala kongresa tehnisko nodrosinajumu.

Pateicas Latvijas Evangéliski luteriskas Baznicas pasaulé (LELBP) arhibiskapei Laumai Zusévicai,
Latvijas Republikas arlietu ministram Edgaram Rinkévic¢am, Latvijas Republikas arkartéjam un
pilnvarotajam véstniekam ASV Marim Selgam, Latvijas Republikas Arlietu ministrijas specialo
uzdevumu véstniecei diasporas jautajumos Elitai Gavelei par piedalisanos kongresa atklasana un
darba; Zurnalistam Paulam Raudsepam, Vacijas Marsala fonda pétniecei Kristinei Bérzinai, Latvijas
Universitates asociétajam profesoram, domnicas “Certus” valdes priekssédéetajam Daunim Aueram
par informativajam sarunam par aktualam témam.

Pateicas ALA valdes Kultiras nozares vaditajai Ligai Ejupei, Kultiras fonda vaditajai Sanitai
Sumanei, kasieres palidzei Anitai Nagelei un revizijas komisijas loceklei Gundegai Dancei par lielo
ieguldijumu, darbojoties ALA valdé.

lzsaka pateicibu, amatu atstajot, ASV llinoisas Stata kongresmenim John Shimkus, par ilggadéjo
sadarbibu un politisko atbalstu ASV baltiesiem, dibinot House Baltic Caucus un darbojoties ta
vadiba, un uzdod ALA valdei sagatavot vinam apsveikumu.

Atbalsta Baltkrievijas tautas vélmi dzivot demokratiska sabiedriba, pasiem nosakot savu likteni,
saskana ar demokratiskiem principiem un ievérojot starptautiski atzitas cilvéktiesibu normas,
ka ari nosoda Baltkrievijas prezidenta Aleksandra Lukasenko ricibu un atbalsta iespéju sarikot
atkartotas, demokratiskas vélésanas.

Apsveic jaunievéléto Rigas Domi un pilsétas méru Martinu Staki, vél panakumus darba, uzlabojot
Rigas pilsétas infrastruktiru, ce|ot iedzivotaju dzives kvalitati un turpinot veidot to par Eiropas
trisma, biznesa, kultlras, zinatnes un inovaciju centru. Kongress ierosina stiprinat sadarbibu starp
ALA valdi un Rigas Domi, stradajot pie kopigiem projektiem.

Atbalsta Latvijas drosibas un aizsardzibas nostiprinasanu, turpinot sadarbibu starp Latviju un ASY,
ka ari iestajas par NATO un ASV militara kontingenta klatbitnes nodrosinasanu Baltijas regiona.

Pauz parliecibu, ka “Tris jdru iniciativa” kalpos dalibvalstu ekonomikas izaugsmei un energétikas
savienojumu izveidei, stiprinot Latvijas un Eiropas drosibu, jo stratégiski nozimigu parrobezu
projektu Tstenosana vairos valstu sadarbibu un kalpos ilgtspéjigai attistibai.

|zsaka atbalstu ALA un PBLA ekonomiskas sadarbibas iniciativam, ieskaitot Pasaules latviesu
ekonomikas un inovaciju forumu (PLEIF) un Spotlight Latvia, un iesaka turpinat atbalstit un veicinat
Sos pasakumus.

Uzdod ALA valdei sadarboties ar Latvijas Republikas Arlietu ministriju svariga arpolitiska mérka sa-
sniegs$anai, laikus uzsakot informacijas darbu un aktivu kampanu, kas palidzétu Latvijai iegat nepie-
cieSamas balsis, lai ta tiktu ieveléta par ANO Drosibas padomes nepastavigo dalibvalsti 2025 gada.

&2

12.

13.

14.
19.

17.

Uzdod ALA valdei turpinat sadarbibu ar PBLA, Latvijas Republikas Izglitibas un
zinatnes ministriju un citam izglitibas iestadém, lai ari turpmak nodrosinatu
finansialo atbalstu ASV latviesu skolam un nometném.

Uzdod ALA valdei apsveikt un izteikt atbalstu tam ASV latviesu skolam un nometném, kas
pandémijas laika spéjusas parkartot savu darbibu uz virtualo vidi, un kas uzdrosinas darbibu
turpinat tik sarezgitos pandémijas apstak|os.

Uzdod ALA valdei lGgt Latvijas Republikas Izglitibas un zinatnes ministriju un Latviesu valodas
agenturu turpinat attistit talmacibas iespéjas un macibu materialus diasporas skolu vajadzibam,
izvértéjot un izmantojot visa veida talmacibas platformas, nemot véra pieredzi, kas gita attistot
macibas Classflow platforma.

Atbalsta ASV latviesu centru mazo presi un ALA ilgstoSo sadarbibas partneri - laikrakstu “Laiks”,
turpinot pieskirt papildu finanséjumu darbibas nodrosinasanai.

Aicina ALA valdi un biedru organizacijas izpétit iespé&ju veicinat sadarbibu un atbalstu draudzém,
latvieSu centriem un citam latviesu organizacijam un individiem, kam rlp gratibas nonakusu
latvieSu izcelsmes ASV iedzivotaju intereses un vajadzibas.

Uzdod ALA valdei, sadarbiba ar biedru orga-nizacijam, izskatit un atjaunot biedru sarakstus,
lai, sakara ar 69. kongresa pienemtajiem statltu grozijumiem, veicinatu latvieSu organizaciju
parstavniecibu ALA kongresos.

Lagt ALA valdei, katru gadu no Kultiras nozares budzeta, atvélét lidzek|us kultiras mantojuma un
ASV latviesu arhivu glabsanas un parsatisanas vajadzibam.

Uzdod ALA valdei planot ALA 70. jubilejas gada pasdkumus un kongresu.
Uzdod ALA valdei izveidot darba grupu, iesaistot dazadu paaudzu un organizaciju parstavjus, ar

uzdevumu izstradat viziju par to, kada varétu bat ASV latviesu sabiedribas un ALA nakotne péc 10
un vairak gadiem.

IETEIKUMI

lesaka ALA biedriem bat par apvienibas véstniekiem un aicinat citus k|t par ALA biedriem,
atjaunot vai paaugstinat biedra statusu.

lesaka ALA biedriem un biedru organizacijam aicinat cilvekus iesaistities ALA Sabiedrisko attiecibu

nozares Call To Action aktivistu grupa, lai veicinatu ASV Kongresa locek|u labvéligu nostaju Latviju
intereséjosos drosibas un citos jautajumos.

For the next operating year, the ALA Congress has passed 19 resolutions and 2 recommendations
for the newly elected board.
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Valdes locekli

ALA valdei 2020. gada rudeni pievienojas pieci jauni valdes locekli, kas pierada -
latviedu sabiedriba ASV ir daudz darboties gribo3u, aktivu cilvéku, kam rip Latvija,

latviskas kulturas un saknu saglabasana.

s

Valda Grinberga

Kultdras nozares vaditaja/Office of Cultural Affairs

Esmu beigusi Bostonas Latviesu skolu,
absolvéjusi Beverinas vasaras vidusskolu un
apmekléjusi Minsteres LatvieSu gimnaziju. leguvu
magistra gradu izglitibd Bostonas Universitaté
un stradaju par veselibas izglitibas pasniedzéju
Latvijas Universtitates Pedagogijas fakultaté. No
2001. lidz 2018. gadam biju Bostonas Latviesu
skolas padomes prieksséde, klases audzinataja un
Jeogréfijas skolotaja. Vairdkus gadus vadiju Tkskidu
nometni un Sniegaines ziemas gimenu nometni
Katskilos. Kops 2013. gada kalpoju Latviesu Fonda
padomé ka aktivo projektu lietvede, vélak ka
prieksséde. Dziedu Bostonas Latviesu kori. lkdiena
stradaju lzglitibas attistibas centra (Education
Development Center), kasisteno projektus izglitibas
un veselibas attistiba. Ar sajismu uznemos Kultlras
nozares vaditajas amatu un ceru godam izpildit
$o uzdevumu, uzklausot valdes locek|u un biedru
ieceres latvieSu kultlras saglabasana. Pandémijas
situacija bija izaicinajums mums visiem.
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Andrejs Kancs
Kasieres paligs/Assistant Treasurer

Es piedzimu un uzaugu Indianapolé, absolvéju
Indianapoles latvieSu skolu un Garezera Vasaras
vidusskolu. 2006. gada pabeidzu studijas Indianas
Universitates finansu fakultate. Kops 2017. gada
stradaju uznémuma Milhaus Development par
finansu direktoru. 2012. gada apprecéjos un kopa
ar sievu Dinu dzivojam Indianapolé. Esmu aktivs
latvieSu sabiedriba un ienemu amatus vairakas
vietéjas organizacijas. ALA kongresa Denvera 2019.
gada tiku ievéléts ALA valdé, Revizijas komisija,
2020. gada - par kasieres paligu. Domaju, ka ir
nepiecieSams un mums jabat gataviem darit to, ko
sabiedriba sagaida un prasa no mums visiem, lai
turpinatos ALA svarigais darbs. Skatisimies nakotné
un cienisim pagatni, bet nepaliksim pagatné!

Es, ka Kultiras nozares vaditaja, turpinu meklét
iespéjas kultiras pasakumus baudit tiessaisté. Ka
més visi, loti gaidu dienu, kad cilvéki atkal varés
brivi un drosi pulcéties klatieng, lai bauditu kultaru.

Inese Stravelli
ALA Kulttras Fonda vaditaja/Cultural Foundation

Esmu dzimusi un uzaugusi Riga, bet nu jau vairak neka 20 gadus
dzivoju ASV. Peédéjos 14 gadus kopa ar viru un diviem bérniem dzivoju
Atlanta, DzordZijas pavalsti. Esmu ieguvusi bakalaura gradu kulttras
un komunikacijas nozaré Nujorkas Pilsétas universitaté. 2018. gada
nodibinaju Atlantas LatvieSu organizaciju, jo gadiem ejot, saka pietrakt
latvieSu sabiedribas, kultGras un tradiciju. Tas deva man iespéju
iepazities ar Amerikas LatvieSu apvienibas darbibu un tas biedriem.
Darbiba sadas organizacijas ir ka tilts starp Ameriku un Latviju, un es
loti priecajos par iespéju bt latvieSu sabiedriba, organizét dazadus
pasakumus un satikt daudz jauku cilvéku. Piedavajums parnemt ALA
Kulttras fonda vadibu bija patikams un negaidits parsteigums, par ko
esmu |oti pagodinata un ar prieku uznemos jaunos pienakumus.

Martins Jansons
Revizijas Komisijas loceklis/Audit Committee

Piedzimu un uzaugu Ndudzersija. Savu latvisko izglitibu ieguvu
Nudzersijas pamatskola, Bronksas vidusskola un Beverinas vasaras
vidusskola. Tajos gados ari piedalijos tautas deju grupas un skautos.
LatvieSu dzive ASV nav iedomajama bez piedalisanas sporta
pasakumos, tadé| ar Kursas sporta komandu startéju futbola, volejbola
un basketbola. Absolvéju Bloomfield koledzu ar gradu datorzinibas.
Paslaik stradaju par inzenieri vacu rapniecibas firma. Pirms daudziem
gadiem biju Amerikas LatvieSu jaunatnes apvienibas (ALJA) valdé,
bet tagad, darbojoties ALA, vélos piedalities, veidojot latvieSu nakotni
Amerika un sadarbibu ar Latviju. Paslaik kopa ar sievu Moniku, meitam
Annaliju un Karinu dzivojam netalu no Atlantas.

Diana Karklina
Revizijas komisijas locekle/Audit Committee

Esmu dzimusi un uzaugusi ASV, Ohaijo Stata, pilsétas, kuras nebija
latvieSu sabiedribas. LatvieSu saknes, izglitibu un iedvesmu ieguvu
no vecakiem un vecvecakiem. Mana mate Biruta Abula bija aktiva
vairakos latvieSu sabiedriskajos darbos, taja skaita ari Amerikas
LatvieSu apvieniba. Esmu Garezera vasaras vidusskolas absolvente,
esmu tur stradajusi arm ka audzinatdja. Absolvéju Rietummiciganas
universitati datorzinibu specialitaté. Darba gaitas iesaku Cikaga. 1994.
gada apprecéjos un parcélos uz Kalamazt, kur uzsaku darbu Kellogg
kompanija. Darbojos ari Kalamazu latviesu skola, biju skolas parzine un
latviska vidé izaudzinaju divus bérnus. Patreiz stradaju ka viceprezidente
Kellogg uznémuma Information Technology, Global Demand and
Enterprise Architecture. Es atsaucos Pétera Blumberga aicinadjumam
bat ALA valdé, jo ceru ar savu darba pieredzi palidzét sasniegt ALA
meérkus un dot atpakal organizacijai, kas ar savam programmam tik
daudz ir palidzéjusi misu gimenes latviskuma stiprinasana.

The ALA board welcomes five new members: Andrejs Kancs as the Assistant Treasurer, Valda Grinbergs
as the Director of the Office of Cultural Affairs, Inese Stravelli at the helm of the Cultural Foundation, and
Martin$ Jansons, and Diana Karklina who join the Audit Committee. All are proud of their Latvian heritage
and look forward to sharing the expertise they have obtained in their professional lives.

R
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Valdes loceklu atminas

2020. gada darbibu ALA valdé beidza Eetras darbinieces, kuru talanti un darba spéjas veicingja jaunu
programmu izveido3anu un talgku apvienibas izaugsmi. Pateicamies par paveikto un vélam veiksmi taldka-
i@ darbiba Kultiras nozares vaditajai Ligai Ejupei, ALA Kultiras fonda vaditajai Sanitai Somanei, kasieres
palidzei Anitai Nagelei un revizijas komisijas loceklei Gundegai Danceil

ALA priekssédis Péteris Blumbergs pateicas par darbu Ligai Ejupei un Sanitai Samanei.

Atskatoties uz ALA valdé nokalpotajiem gadiem, Liga Ejupe, Sanita Stmane un Anita Nagele
atbild uz daZiem jautGjumiem:

1. Kapéc Tu piekriti darboties ALA valda?
2. Priecigdkie notikumi Tavos valde nostradatojos gados?
3. Vai Tavi nakotnes plani saistiti ar darboSanos latvie§u sabiedrba?

Liga Ejupe
Kultiras nozares vaditaja/Office of Cultural Affairs 2013. - 2020.

Lidzigi visiem trimdas bérniem, uzaugot ASV, Amerikas Latviesu
apvieniba vienmér .... bija. Ta bija dala no masu latvieSu pasaules.
Kad bijust ALA priek$niece Anita Bataraga man piedavaja uznemties
kandidét uz KultGras nozares vaditajas amatu, mana pirma doma bija...
es jau nevaru! Es nejutos diezgan... gudra?... spéjiga?...nopietna?, lai
uznemtos lielas organizacijas kultiras vadibas lomu. Bet Anita bija
neatlaidiga, un ievelkot dzilu elpu, atbildéju - ja. Atzistos, pirmais gads
bija macibu gads, lidz kamér es sapratu, ka organizacija darbojas un ko
es varétu tai dot.

Kad parnému Kultiras nozares vadibu, man netika iedots konkréts
plans, péc kura man butu jadarbojas. Sakuma es novéroju un centos
izprast: “Ko ASV latviesi sagaida no ALA Kultlras nozares?” Bet gadu
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péc manas ievélésanas, kada Vasingtonas valdes sédé, toreizé&jais Latvijas véstnieks ASV Andris Razans,
mani uzrunaja par toposajiem Latvijas Simtgades svétkiem. Driz péc tam satikos ar toreizéjo Latvijas Kultaras
ministri Daci Melbardi un sapratu - Simtgades svinibas bis mana Kultiras nozares termina lielakais darbs,
projekts, sadarbosanas un prieks! Priecigakie notikumi manos valdé nostradatajos gados bija veiksmiga
sadarbiba ar Latvijas valdibu, ASV latviesu organizaciju vaditajiem un sabiedribu, gatavojoties un koordingjot
Latvijas Simtgades svétku svinibas ASV gada garuma. Més visi varam bt lepni par to, ka ASV bija visvairak
simtgades notikumu un pasakumu arpus Latvijas - 128!

Otrs lielais projekts, ko 1stenojam kopa ar Latvijas Kultiras ministriju, bija jauniesu prakses programma
Latvija “Pavadi vasaru Latvija” (PVL). Pirmaja gada piedavajam prakses vietas Latvijas kultiras iestadés,
Sobrid kultdras iestadés ir tikai treSdala no piedavatajam prakses vietam. Liela atsauciba gan no masu
jauniesiem, gan no Latvijas darba devéjiem ir bijusi apbrinojama. lespéja jauniesiem patstavigi dzivot un
stradat Latvija ir paverusi viniem plasaku pasaules perspektivu un |avusi jauniesSiem izveidot piederibas
saites ar Latviju.

Mana atbilde uz jautajumu: “Vai Tavi nakotnes plani saistiti ar darbosanos latviesu sabiedriba?” ir -
dabiski! Nevaru iedomaties to nedarit! Tas ir asinis!!

Sanita Stmane
ALA Kultaras fonda vaditaja/Cultural Foundation 2013. - 2020.

Jutos |oti pagodinata par Sarmas Muiznieces-Liepinas piedavajumu
no vinas parnemt Amerikas LatvieSu apvienibas Kultiras fonda vadibu
un ta, pirms septiniem gadiem, guvu iespéju darboties Amerikas
LatvieSu apvienibas valdé. Piekritu kandidét un uznemties $o amatu,
jo tadéjadi radas iespéja but ciesak saistitai ar latvieSu sabiedribu,
kultras un citam aktualitdtém arpus Latvijas un Latvija. Vienlaikus ta
bija iespéja iepazit radosus cilvekus, entuziastiskus darba daritajus, kuri
strada Latvijas nakotnei un kuriem ta patiesi rap.

Darbojoties ALA, es ziedoju un lietderigi ieguldiju savu laiku latviesu
sabiedribas laba, kas man bija un joprojam ir svarigi. lespé&jams, ka
tobrid man ari bija nepiecieSamiba sev un latviesu sabiedribai Amerika
pieradit, ka es, Latvija dzimusi un uzaugusi, kaut mazliet “svesaka”
Sejienes sabiedribai, varu lidzvertigi dot savu artavu, uznemoties atbildibu, iedzilinoties, ieklausoties,
censoties izprast, lemt par sabiedriba svarigiem jautajumiem un lietderigi iegulditiem ziedotaju lidzekliem.
PirmsiesaistiSanas ALAvaldes darba, ar vairakiem ALA valdes locekliem biju sadarbojusies citos sarikojumos
un no patikamas sadarbibas pieredzes secinaju, ka es labprat sastradatos ar Siem cilvékiem atkal. Tapat mani
intereséja iespéja iepazit un ciesak sadarboties ar citiem, man vél nepazistamiem, pieredzes bagatiem,
zinoSiem, idealiem ticoSiem un nesavtigiem cilvékiem, kuri savu laiku veltija ALA.

Vélviens, nebit ne mazsvarigs iemesls, kas manivilinaja bija tas, ka ALA, kas Sogad atzimés 70. dibinasanas
gadadadienu, un kuras valdé nomainijusas vairakas paaudzes, valdes sédes joprojam pilniba notiek
latvieSu valoda. Bez jokiem! Apsverot visu augstak minéto, nebija Saubu, ka japiekrit uzaicinajumam. Tagad,
atskatoties uz ALA valdé un Kultiras fonda vadiba pavadito laiku, man ir mazliet zél, ka tas tik atri pagajis,
bet vienlaicigi esmu gandarita par iegito pieredzi, izveidotajam draudzibam un daudzajiem emocionali
pacilajosSiem mirkliem, kas piedzivoti.

Es nevaru izcelt kadus atseviskus priecigus notikumus, lai ari to bijis daudz. Katra tikSanas valdes sedés
skita tada prieciga, latviska, sava veida isa “atgrieSanas majas”, kaut kas |oti pazistams un sirsnigs. Varu
drosi teikt, ka tiekoties valdes sédés, starp mums valdija patiess atkalredzésanas prieks. Valdes sédés mani
patikami parsteidza tas, ka valdes locekl|i godpratigi pilda savus pienakumus, no sirds darbojas célaka
mérka vaditi, latvieSu sabiedribas un Latvijas laba. Tas ir |oti aizkustinosi, atrodoties tik talu projam no
musu mazas, milas zemites Latvijas. Pozitiva enerdija, humors, ari izaicinajumi, kam jameklé risinajumi, dod
pozitivu energiju valdes sédeés, kas iedvesmo. Vakaros péc sédém, kad valdes locekliem ir iespé&ja mazliet
labak iepazit vienam otru briva atmosféra, vienam ar (vai par) otru pajokot, reizém izsmieties un zinat, ka visi
no rita atkal bdsim jauna darba céliena. Ta ir |oti patikami piepildosa gandarijuma sajita. Nemaz nerunajot

R
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par personigajam draudzibam, kas izveidojas, stradajot viena mérka vaditiem. Esmu pateiciga katram ALA
valdes loceklim un projektu vaditajiem Kultiras fonda ietvaros, kuri padarija manu darbosanos Amerikas
LatvieSu apvieniba patikamu, tadu, uz kuru atskatiSos ar smaidu!

Mani nakotnes plani ir ciesi saistiti ar latviesu sabiedribu. Péc nakosa ALA kongresa turpinasu darboties
ALA Kultdras fonda valdg, pildot padomdevéjas pienakumus. Darbo$os ari Losandzelosas Latvie$u skola,
jo no 2019. gada rudens esmu uznémusies macibu parzines pienakumus. CentiSos dazus nakamos gadus
vairak laika veltit savai mikro-latviesu sabiedribai - saviem diviem déliem un vinu latviesu valodas izkopsanai,
pirms jaunakais déls uzsaks skolas gaitas.

Anita Nagele
Kasieres palidze/Assistant Treasurer 2017. - 2020.

lepriekséja kasiere Dace Spanier parmainija ALA gramatvedibu uz
elektronisku sistemu, lai kasieres palidzei nebatu ik nedé|u biroja japaraksta
Ceki. Bet 2018. gada tas vél nebija noticis, un bija vajadzigs kads, kurs dzivo
tuvu ALA birojam. Ta ka jau no bérnibas biju sanémusi labumu no ALA un
pazinu vairakus cilvékus valdé, kuri mani aicinaja Saja amata, tad piekritu.

Man vienmeér |oti patikusi skola, un darbosanas ALA valdé bija patiesa
izglitiba. Mana loma valdé bija |oti administrativa, bet es uzzinaju par ALA
un pasaules latviesu sadarbibu kultlras, izglitibas un politikas sféras. Satiku
patieSam dedzigus darbiniekus - valdes locek|us, ari dalibniekus valdes
sédés un kongresos. Bija iespéja parunat, patérzét un diezgan biezi smieties.

Ceru, ka nakotné varésu piedalities un darboties kada praktiska un vértiga
veida ALA vai cita latvieSu organizacija.

Departing board members reflect on their tenure at ALA

Liga Ejupe: Looking back at
my seven years as the Director
for Cultural Affairs at ALA, it is
hard to find anything that | did
not like. The board was always
passionate about their work
representing Latvians living in
the US. The office staff were
always incredibly helpful. The
synergy among everyone was a
joy to be part of.

My greatest project, and
the one that | will always
remember, was the multi-year
work helping to coordinate the
Latvian Centennial celebrations
in the US. Working with
representatives of the Ministry
of Culture of Latvia and all of
the dedicated staff of the many
Latvian American organizations,
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was by far the highlight of my
tenure.

The project that | am most
proud of, was the creation of an
internship program for students
in Latvia. This allows Latvian
American young professionals
to experience life in Latvia
and create connections to the

land and people that will last a
lifetime.

| have met so many interesting
people and had so many once in
a lifetime experiences- | cannot
envision a future in which | would
not be an active participant in
the Latvian community in the U.S.

%

Sanita SUmane: Ithas been an
honor and a privilege being part
of the ALA board for seven years.
| responded with enthusiasm
to Sarma Muizniece-Liepina's
invitation to run for the position
of Director of the ALA Cultural
Foundation, because | felt the
need to be more involved in
the Latvian culture and Latvian
American community, and |
wanted to be part of this amazing
organization, which to this day,
conducts its meetings in Latvian.
| was able to do it all and more!
These years seem to have passed
so quickly, but they have allowed
me to learn from my peers, gain
valuable experience and to get
to know many wonderful people.
Each ALA board meeting was
like a homecoming to me, and
the friendships we made will last
a lifetime. | got to work side by
side with very dedicated people
who inspire me and give their
best for their fatherland - Latvia.
Now | plan to share my time
between the Los Angeles Latvian
School and my two young sons.
Next fall | will return to the ALA
Cultural Foundation in the
capacity of advisor.

Anita Nagele: | was ALAs
Assistant Treasurer for two and a
half years. Although my role was
primarily clerical, it allowed me
to meet many amazing people
from all areas of Latvian society
and learn so very much about
Latvian communities everywhere
in the world. Right now it is
hard to see past the current
overarching issues facing the
US, but | do hope to be of some
practical use in Latvian society
in the future, whether in ALA or
otherwise.

Liga Ejupe ar grupas “Imanta Dimanta un draugi” solistém Katrinu Dimantu un Imantu Nigali
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ALA atbalsts latviesu skolam

&3

Elisa Freimane
ALA Izglitibas nozares vaditaja

Grdati aplést, cik reizes pédéjos 10 ménesos man
ir jautats: kadas ir pandémijas sekas uz latviesu
skolam ASV? Isuma atbildot uz 3o jautdjumu - viss
ir mainijies, bet masu misija palikusi nemainiga -
més turpinam darit nozimigo darbu, audzinot jaunu
latvisku paaudzi Amerikas Savienotajas Valstis.

Sakara ar izsludinato pandémiju, 2020. gada
ASV latvieSu nometnes un vasaras vidusskolas
klatiené nedarbojas. Mainijas viss, ka lidz §im esam
pieradusi stradat ar bérniem. Skolas un nometnes
ir piedzivojusas finansu krizes, satraukumu, vilsanos
un nedrosibu.

Tomeér gada laikd esam apguvusi pilnigi jaunas
zindsanas un spéjas. Skolu un nometnu vaditaji ir
mainijusi savu domasanu un ieradumus. Pateicoties
spéjai mainities, gandriz visas ASV latvieSu skolas
un nometnes ir notikusas, dazas pat ar atjaunotu
spéku. Ka labi basketbolisti, skolu un nometnu
vaditaji ir paspéjusi veikt pagriezienu, atrast veidu,
ka apiet gratibas.

Amerikas Latviesu apvienibas valde, atbalstot
latvisko izglitibu - skolas un nometnes, 2020. gada
augusta noléma pieskirt100 tdkstoSus dolaru
ASV skolu un nometnu atbalstam. ALA neizvirzija
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noteikumus, ka un kur naudu izlietot, jo tikai cilveki,
kas skolu vai nometni vada, zina, kas Sajos gritajos
laikos ir visvajadzigakais. Piedavajam ieskatu skolu
pandémijas laika pieredzé. Sie ir vinu stasti.

Sandjego Latviesu skola
Sandra Gotlaufa-Orozko, parzine

Kad pandémijas vésmas jau virmoja gaisa, marta
sakuma paspéjam pulcéties uz pedéjo “veco laiku”
sarikojumu - Zinatnes dienu. Pie skolas bérniem
un draugiem viesojas biokimike Kristine Senkane,
kura ar aizraujoSiem eksperimentiem palidzéja
izzinat dazadus kimijas faktus. Pecpusdiena noritéja

draudzigad gaisotné ar priecigam bérnu calam,
sarunam pie uzkodu galda, rotalam un dziesmam un
pat peldém baseina. Tad vél nevaréjam iedomaties,
cik labi un 1pasi ir vienkarsi bat kopa...

Tacu ari péc pandémijas ierobezojumiem skolas
dzive neapstajas! Driz vien sakam eksperimentét
ar virtualam nodarbibam, un rudeni jau bijam
gatavi rikot iknedélas Zoom klases skoléniem
no pirmsskolas lidz 3. klasei. Sadarbojamies
ar LosandZelosas skolu  un priecajamies, ka
virtualajas klasés kopa macijas ari vairaki bérni no
Losandzelosas un Sietlas.

Mineapoles/St. Paulas Latvie$u skola
Indra Halvorsone, parzine

Mineapoles/St. Paulas latviesu skolai 2020. gads
bija neparasts, bet darbigs gads. Neilgi péc kupli
apmeklétam Draudziga Aicindjuma svinibam,
marta iesakoties pandémijai, skola pargaja uz
darbu attalinati. Skolotaji un gimenes atri apguva
Zoom iespéjas un tas izmantoja, lai turpinatu
latvisko izglitibu un iespéju satikties. Skolas gadu
noslédzam ar skaistu Zoom pasakumu, kura varéja
piedalities ari gimenes locekli no Latvijas un citam
vietam Amerika. lzdevam pat gadskartéjo skolas
gada gramatu - Soreiz pandémisko.

Rudeni skolas gadu iesakam septembra beigas,
tiekoties parka, maskas un ievérojot socialo
distancésanos. Kamér varéjam, skola notika hibrida
rezima, klasém mainoties pa nedélam. Dazas no

Pandémijas laika, mums ka mazai skolai radas
daudz iespéju piedalities lielaku skolu sarikojumos.
Priecajamies, ka nostiprinajas sadarbiba ar
LosandZelosas skolu. Vairaki masu bérni piedalijas
ari  Sanfrancisko teatra un Bostonas skolas
sarikojumos. Ziemassvétku veciti misu skoléniem
bija iespéja satikt pat divas reizes - klatienes
sarikojuma kopa ar Sandjego draudzi, ka ari virtuali
kopa ar Losandzelosas skolu.

Ceram un visiem novélam, lai sadarbiba
starp skolam un dazadam diasporas latviesu
organizacijam turpinas ari péc pandémijas!

klasém satikas tikai ara, arpus skolas telpam. 2020.
gada skola rikoja 18. novembra svinigo aktu, kura
ar lielu prieku un lepnumu latviesu sabiedribai
paradijam skolénu izveidoto deju (katra klase
iestudéja dalu no dejas, tad to visu uzfilméjam,
satiekoties ara, parka, ierakstam pat izmantojam
dronu un skolas gimenu iedziedato dziesmu “Nu ar
Dievu, Vidzemite!”)

2020. gada rudeni musu skolotaju pulkam
pievienojas ari divas skolotajas no Latvijas, ka
ari makslas skolotaja Linda Treija no Teksasas!
To varéjam darit, pateicoties ALA dasnajam
finansialajam atbalstam!

2020. gadu noslédzam ar skaistu skolas
svetku egliti un Zoom vargjam pat spélét teatril
lepriecinajam latvieSu draudzi ar Kristus dzimsanas
stastu, kura piedalijas visas skolas gimenes, ka ari
palidzéjam draudzes korim iedziedat "Klusa nakts”
dziesmu. Tiesi saulgrieZzos ara, parka mis apciemoja
Ziemassvétku vecitis un atnesa godam nopelnitas
davanas skoléniem un skolotajiem!
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Nudzersijas Latviesu skola
Jana Anca Tetere, parzine

Saulaind un dzestra 14. novembra dienj,
atminoties un godinot mdsu sencus un vésturi, kopa
pavadijam skaistu dienu skolas baznicas pagalma,
ieskandinot Latvijas dzim$anas dienas svinibas, ar
Tpasi izveidotu programmu “Liela gara téva josta”.

Pasakumam sakoties, uzzinajam, ka ir “pazudusas”
vairakas Latvijas robeZpilsétas. Tas ir jaatrod, jo valsts
tacu nevar pastavét bez robezam! Mekléjot Latvijas
gaismas robezstabus, interaktivaja Skér$|u gajiena
pa sentévu pédam tika izstaigati véstures liklodci.
Ciemojoties pie Martinbérniem, katrs - veselibai
un spékam - tika iepérts ar zagariem. lemetot
uguni pa egles zarinam un iedomajoties kadu labu
domu, tika apglts un izpildits sens uguns rituals, un
nobeiguma pie ugunskura izspéléta jautra rotala.

Solojot cauri jaunlatviesu laikmetam, bérni
palidzéja Dainu tévam Dainu skapja kartosana! Lai
noskaidrotu, cik tautasdziesmu lapinu glaba Dainu
skapis, tiem nacas atsifrét kodu, ka art salikt pareizi
izbirusos tautasdziesmu vardus un no bildém radit
jaunvardus.

Cels, vijoties no senatnes lidz misdienam, savijas
ar rakstu rakstiem. Tur, ar gaismas kociniem izliekot
uz tacinas senas rakstu zimes, bérni darinaja savu
Lielvardes jostu.

Visbeidzot, vésturisko Rigas kauju prieksvakara
1919. gada novembri, tika izstaigatas cinu takas
“tumsa” (aizsietam acim), un, palaujoties uz
komandas biedru teikto, Skérsota ar baloniem
“minéta” Daugava un sanemta Zélsirdigo masinu
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neatliekama pirma palidziba.

Svétkus turpinajam ar “Dievs svéti, Latviju”,
karogu, svétbridi, apsveikumu, ar svétku klingeri
un lielo “dzimsanas dienas torti” brinumsvecisu
krasnuma. Nosleguma, kad pécpusdiena jau bija
parvértusies vakara stunda, kopigi brivdabas kino
zalé noskatijamies pasu veidotas filmas “Mans
latviskakais vards” pirmizradi.

Katra posma nopelnitas Tpasas svecites, |ava
atjaunot un no jauna izgaismoties Latvijas robezam
- pie jaras svecitem laistoties ka dzintaram.
Neizsakams prieks bija redzét liesminas iedegamies
ari misu bérnu sirdis, par masu milo Latviju! Lai
pateiciba sirdi un gaiss skats nakotné!

Vasingtonas Latvie$u skola
Daina Block, parzine

Skolas 2020./2021. macibu gada atklasana
notika neklatiené 20. septembri. Saja rudenigaja
svétdienas rita, sézot savas majas pie ekraniem,
skolas gimenes pulcéjas virtualaja loka. Atklasanas
sapulcé katra gimene dalijas ar kadu vasaras
piedzivojumu un radija fotografijas, kamér bérni
nedaudz pastastija par vasaras izpriecam.

25. oktobri skola pirmo reizi kops marta tikas
klatiene, lai iepazistinatu skolénus ar latviesu
maskosanas tradiciam un draudzes nama
stavlaukuma iemacitos tautas deju solus. Rits bija
auksts un lietains, tacu visiem bija apnicis tikties
neklatiené, tapécnolémam dejotlietd. Skolénidevas
majas izdejojusies un novért&ja iespéju priecaties
un macities kopa ar saviem klases biedriem.

Novembri skolas saime otro reizi tikas klatieng,
lai atzimétu Latvijas 102. gadadienu. Bija patieSam
patikami redzét skolénus ierodamies tautas térpos,

LosandZelosas Latvie$u skola
Aija Zeltina-Kalnina, sabiedrisko lietu parzine
Sirsnigs  un  emocionali pacilats  bija
Losandzelosas Latviesu skolas saiets Marina
Vista parka, Longbica. 2020. gada 15. novembra
saulaina un silta svétdienas rita skolas gimenes
un viesi pulcéjas, lai pieminétu Lacplésa dienu
un Latvijas Republikas pasludinasanas 102.
gadadienu; ka ari LosandZelosas Latviesu skolas
70. gadadienu. Saulei austot par koku galotném,
tika izkarts sarkanbaltsarkanais karogs, kas noradija
pulcésanas vietu. Agri no rita Dainis Kalnins laikus
devas uz parku izvéléties vislabako vietinu skolas

R

ar prieku un cienu vienojoties himna pie karoga. Pat
Latvijas televizija bija klat, lai filmétu svinibas!

Adventes laika  skoléni citigi  gatavojas
Ziemassvétkiem. Cepam piparkikas, rakstijam
svétku apsveikumus un piedalijamies virtuala kori
un skolas svétvakara radijam uzvedumu ,,Mazais
bundzinieks”.

St laikam bija pirma reize skolas 70 gadu vésture,
kad skolas Ziemassvétku pasakums notika ara.
Vecakas klases nolasija Kristus prieka vésti no Lakas
evangélija, skoléni izrotaja egli ar istam svecém
un sagaidija Ziemassvétku veciti. lekurinajam tris
mazus ugunskurus, pie kuriem sildities un kuros
sadedzinat blukus, ko vilkam ar ceribu atsvabinaties
no 2020. gada blénam.

Skolas dazadas nodarbibas pirmaja semestri
bija iespéjamas, pateicoties vecaku, skolotaju
aktivitatei un ALA atbalstam, kas nodrosinaja katra
skoléna lidzdalibu skola un Java mums izmaksat
skolotajiem honorarus par vinu pasaizliedzigo un
izdomas bagato darbu. Izsakam sirsnigu pateicibu
Amerikas LatvieSu apvienibai! Paldies par visu, ko
darat skolénu laba!
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sarikojumam un ka Tstens namatévs sagaidija un
uznéma viesus.

Sviniga saieta rits sakas ar skolas parzines Aijas
Kins svétku uzrunu par novembiri, kas ir gan Latvijas
Valsts svétku ménesis, gan ari Losandzelosas
LatvieSu skolas nodibinasanas ménesis; par
ikvienas latvieSsu gimenes nozimigo pienesumu
vairakas paaudzés kop$ latvieSsu apmesanas
Dienvidkalifornija. Pie Latvijas karoga goda sardzé
stavéja Mara un Kriss Kini. Sarikojuma dalibnieki
nodziedaja Latvijas himnu un macibu parzine
Sanita SGimane aicinaja skolénus un gimenes ar
dazadiem prieksnesumiem uzburt svétku sajdtu un
baudit kopa busanu, neaizmirstot apskatit skolénu
radoSo darbu izstadi par godu Latvijas dzim$anas
dienai, Lacplésa dienai un skolas jubilejai. Neliela
koncerta izskanéja patriotiskas dziesmas un dzejoli,
un lasijumi par Latvijas vésturi.

Koncerta beigas ka solijumu sev un atgadinajumu
citiem visi klatesosie nodziedaja dziesmu “Tu esi
Latvija” (R. Paula mizika un O. Vacie$a dzeja). “So
pasu svétako, Tu neaizmirsti: vai celies debesis vai
jaras dzilés nirsti, vai draugu pulka dali savu prieku,
vai viens pats satiecies ar pretinieki. Tu esi Latvija!”

Pasakuma godinaja ari bijusas skolas parzines
un skolotajas. Skolas bérni sanéma sveicienus un
davanas no vietéjam latvieSu organizacijam.

Bostonas Latviesu skola
Agnese Linarte, parzine

Pandémija Covid-19 izskata ir ieviesusi savas
korekcijas ari Bostonas Latviesu skolas (BLS) dziveé.
Marta sakuma, drosibas apsvérumu dé|, skola
slédza savas durvis, un macibas parcéla virtuala
vidé. Sakas aktiva Zoom platformas apgusana,
lai varétu pilnvértigi nodrosinat macibas. lzradas,
ka itin labi spé&jam attalinati svinét svétkus, veidot
sadraudzibas, tikties ar interesantam personibam
un pat doties ekskursijas. Tikamies ar koklu meistaru
Imantu Robeznieku, kur$ virtuali izvadaja mas pa
savu meistardarbnicu, paradot skoléniem ka top
koncertkokles un ar ko tas atskiras no etnografiskas
kokles. Pateicoties “Stira majas” gidam Paulam
Revelim, vecako klasu skoléni varéja izstaigat cekas
pagrabus, un ne tikai uzzinat par nama vésturi, bet
art izjust to laiku notikumus virtualaja ekskursija.

Viena no aizraujo$akajam skolas dienam bija
Sadraudzibas diena, kura kopéjas nodarbibas ar
mums piedalijas ari Nudzersijas Latviesu skola un
Vasingtonas DC LatvieSu skola. Visam trim skolam
bija iespéja vadit dienu ka vienai lielai saimei.
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Skoléni pa klasém iepazina savus vienaudzus
valodas stundas, dziedaja dziesmas, un piedalijas
tautas deju nodarbibas, dienu noslédzot ar jogu.
Sis projekts bija tik veiksmigs, ka nakotné planojam
to atkartot un iesaistit ari ar citas ASV latviesu
diasporas skolas.

Skolas Facebook lapa izveidojam iknedélas
tieSraides nodarbibas, kuras varéja iesaistities bérni
no visas pasaules. Piedavajam lasiSanu, dziedasanu
un jogas nodarbibas bérniem. Skolas gadu
nobeidzam ar virtualo izlaidumu, kas izvértas par
loti emocionalu notikumu gan absolventiem, gan
skolotajiem un vecakiem.

Rudens muis sagaidija ar nedaudz mierigaku
situaciju: jaunakas klases varéja tikties klatieng,
bet, pulcésanas ierobezojumu dél, vecakas klases
turpindja macibas attalinati. Svingjam Mike|dienu
un Martinus, bet pa vidu - “Sénu dienu”, kura
uzzinajam, kadas sénes aug Latvija un kadas més
pazistam Seit, ASV.

Tuvojoties Ziemassvétkiem, macibas turpinajam
attalinati. Veidojam Ziemassvétku apsveikumus
senioriem. Apguvam ari maizes cep$anas iemanas:
veidojam ieraugu un kopigi Ziemassvétkos cepam
saldskabmaizi. Kad atkal drikstésim tikties klatieng,
musu skola sagadis skolénus uzposta un uzlabota,
ar ALA atbalstu nodrosinot vél labaku macibu vidi.

In this year of pandemic, the ALA Education Office and Latvian school teachers across the country have
adapted in ways that many of us had not imagined. Most U.S. Latvian school teachers have become Zoom
masters and have brought their students online. Where health regulations allow, schools have metin parks,
created outdoor classrooms, sung in family pods. The difficulties have been met with energy and creativity,
and we applaud our teachers and principals, our children, and parents in their efforts.

We all miss our Latvian school and camp communities, and though virtual activities have been a life raft
for this time, schools and camps will need to return to in-person learning for children, and also need to
remain centers for Latvians to meet and work together. Recognizing the vital role that Latvian camps and
schools play in their Latvian communities, in August 2020, the ALA board granted $100,000 to supporting
these vital institutions.
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ASV tautiesi ziedo datorus Latvijas skoléniem

<. LABDARIBA

LATVIJA

2020. gada pavasaris atnesa jaunus parbaudijumus ari skolasbérniem Latvija. lzsludinatas pandémijas
dél parejot uz talmacibas rezimu, tikstosiem bérnu trika viediericu macibu turpinasanai attalinati. ALA
nozare “Labdariba Latvija” (agrak Sadarbiba ar Latviju) sadarbiba ar Latvijas Bérnu fondu, laikrakstu “Laiks”
un biedribu “Engela sirds” noorganizéja lidzek|u vaksanas akciju, lai palidzétu tricigam gimeném Latvija
iegadaties datorus. ASV tautie$u atsauciba bija apbrinojama un, pievienojot saziedotajiem $30,465 tikpat
lielu ALA pieskirumu, Latvijas maznodrosinatajam gimeném tika nosatiti $70,465 datoru iegadei. Datorus

sanéma vairak neka 200 bérnu vairdkas Latvijas skolas. Dasna ziedojuma sanéméji pateicas visiem, kas

ziedoja Sim mérkim!

Drabesu Jauna pamatskola
Kristine Paisuma, direktore
Mara Skrinda, skolotaja

Drabesu Jauna pamatskola dibinata 2017. gada.
Esam jauna skola, kas $o nepilnu cetru gadu laika,
pateicoties lieliskai komandai, pasvaldibas un
[idzcilvéku atbalstam, strauji augusi sava attistiba,
izveidojusi un nostiprinajusi savu vértibu sistemu
un tradicijas. Skola atrodas Drabesu pagasta,
Amatas novada, |oti skaistda un gleznaina apvida,
kalna gala, blakus Araisu ezeram. Skolas darbibu
raksturo daudzveidiba un radoSums. Esam
parliecinati, ka katra cilvéka personibas izaugsme
sakas maza cilvékbérna gimené, bet turpinas skolas
vidé ar cilveka pasa vélmi sevi pilnveidot. Latviska
dziveszina, gimene, dzimta ir musu skolas lielaka
vértiba.

Covid-19 pandémijas apstaklos bija svarigi
saprast, kuras ir tas vértibas, kas dara mas
stiprus. Més esam maza skola, tadé] més viens
par otru rdpé&jamies un raizéjamies. Ar Amerikas
LatvieSu apvienibas atbalstu varéjam iegadaties
4 stacionaros datorus, 2 portativos datorus, un
Microsoft Office programmas licences. Datori no
oktobra beigam atrodas skola, bet uzsakot attalinato
macibu procesu, portativie datori tika izsniegti tam
gimeném, kuram palidziba nepiecieSama visvairak,
nodrosinot bérniem attalinato macibu procesu.
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Drabesu pamatskola, Dita

Viena no §im gimeném ir Ditas gimene. Gimené aug
Cetri bérni, no kuriem divi vél ir pirmsskoléni. Dita
macas musu skolas 6. klasé un ir klusa, loti centiga,
kartiga, draudziga, sirsniga un izpalidziga meitene.
Dita ik dienas censas apgut kaut ko jaunu - meitene
skaisti raksta, vinai patik un ari padodas zimésana un
pasakumu organizéSana. Pateicoties sanemtajam
datoram, meitene var pilnvertigi iegat izglitibu. Ar

%

sanemta datora palidzibu ir iespéjams sekot lidzi
macibu procesam, pildit majasdarbus un piedalities
tieSsaistes stundas, tapat lidzdarboties dazados
skolas projektos. Sanemtais dators ari palidz
brizos, kad klases audzinataja, lai uzmundrinatu
klases skolénus un uzturétu draudzigas attiecibas
klasesbiedru starpa, attalinati noorganizé klases
tiksanas. Gimene ir |oti prieciga par So atbalstu un
saprot, ka atgrieZoties skola, dators bdis svarigs un
noderigs ari citiem bérniem. K& ikviens no mums,
Dita ar nepacietibu gaida, kad varés atgriezties
skola.

Esam |oti pateicigi par Amerikas LatvieSu
apvienibas sniegto atbalstu. Novélam veiksmigu un
sirdssiltu 2021.gadu!

Liezéres pamatskola
Regina Paegle, latvie$u valodas skolotdja

Esiet sveicinati, talie, tacu milie, sirsnigie tautiesi!

Jums raksta latvieSu valodas skolotdja un cetru
bérnu mamma no Liezéres pamatskolas.

Vélos Jums pateikties sevis, savu bérnu, ari citu
vecaku un vinu bérnu varda par iespéju tikt pie
briniskigi noderigas un $aja realitaté |oti vajadzigas
davanas - portativa datora. K& jau zinams, viruss ir
apcelojis ne vienu vien valsti, art mGsu milo Latviju.
Un ne bez sekam - attalinatas macibas notiek ari
pie mums. Lai tas notiktu, daudziem vecakiem
bija jadoma par to, ka sagadat saviem bérniem
nepiecieSamas lietas attalinatajam macibu darbam.
Un viena no tam bija dators, un ne vairs viens uz
visu gimeni, bet katram sakumskolas, pamatskolas,
vidusskolas un augstskolas studentam savs.

Arl man radas saspringta situacija, jo musu
gimené ir Cetri bérni. Diviem no viniem dators
bija nepiecieSams visu macibu laiku. Situaciju
misu gimené vél sarezgitaku padarija fakts, ka ari
man bija nepiecieSams dators, jo stundas javada
attalinata rezima. Tapéc loti novértéju un pateicos
par $o 1paso davanu - portativajiem datoriem.

Kad sanémam zinu, ka masu bérniem davinajuma
tiks nodoti datori, sakotnéji tas skita ka nereals
sapnis. Lai varétu iegadaties bérnam vienu datoru,
vecakiem ir japlano gimenes budzZets ilgakam
laikam. Tacu tagad 19 skoléniem $aja sarezditaja
laika tie tika uzdavinati, un tas ir neiedomajams
atbalsts vinu gimeném.

Mana gimené datoru sanéma 1. klases skolniece
Sara un 4. klases skolnieks Davids. Tagad, kad
nepiecieSams veikt skolotaju atsutitos uzdevumus,
musu gimené nav javeido grafiks par datora
izmantosanu, bet katram ir iespéja stradat sev
artakaja laika.

R

Drabesu Jauna pamatskola.

Lai jums, ziedotaji, visiem laba veseliba, mierigs
prats un sirsnigas domas!

Sveicienino sniegotas, baltas un Sobrid ari aukstas
Latvijas vietas - Liezéres pamatskolas!

Liezéres pamatskola, Davids.
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“Engela sirds” apciemo bérnus Latvijas novados

Kops pagajusa gada aizsakam projektu “Dators
macibam”, esam sanémusi divus ziedojums no
tautiesiem Amerika. Sim projektam pievienojusies
ari vairaki atbalstitaji no Latvijas. Pateicoties datoru
davinasanas akcijai, esam iepazinusas daudzus
talantigus skolénus, kurus turpinasim atbalstit ari
turpmak.  Par ziedojumiem iegadatos datorus
vedam uz vairakam Latvijas skolam dazados
novados - Latgalé, Zemgalé un Vidzemé. Braucot
ciemos pie katras gimenes, ari mums tas izvértas
par jauku piedzivojumu un iespéju iepazit So tris
novadu iedzivotajus, tradicijas un apmeklét vél
neredzétas vietas.

Vélamies dalities ar vairakiem stastiem no masu
celojuma.

Pirmais stasts. Latgale.

JUs jau zinat, cik skaista ir zilo ezeru zeme. Latgalé
pie Kraslavas atrodas ari dzilakais ezers Baltija -
Dreidzs jeb Dridzis. Tikpat dzils, cik Sis ezers, ir
neizsmelama latgaliesu viesmiliba. Katra maja, kura
ieradamies, mus sagaidija bagatigi klats svétku
galds. Bijam aizkustinatas, bet, ja katra maja séstos
pie galda, datoru nogadasana gimeném mums
izvérstos tris dienu garuma.

Sanemot datoru, jaunieSiem bija jasagatavo
apraksts par savu dzimto pilsétu, lai raisitu interesi
to apmeklét. Vienu stastu no brauciena uz Latgali
mums noteikti jaizstasta ari jums. Bérni, kuriem
uzdavinajam par ziedojumiem iegadatos datorus,
dzivo pieticigos un dazkart gritos apstaklos. Kada
divu bérnu mamina, kura sirgst ar smagam veselibas
problémam, gaidot mdsu ierasanos, sarunaja
pasvaldibas vaditaju nakt paliga aristabas remontam
nepiecieSamajiem darbiem, sacidama, ka nevar
cieminus uznemt neremontéta dzivokli. Kopigiem
spékiem, iesaistot ari kaiminu, istabinu uzposa.
Sievietes déls macas Kraslava. Vina sekmes ir vidéjas,
puisis ir |oti kautrigs, un mums radas iespaids, ka
tas ir viens no iemesliem, kapéc vins |oti daudz
laika pavada, spéléjot datorspéles, nevis tiekas ar
vienaudziem. Péc ilgas klusésanas puisis atzinas, ka
labprat izgudrotu kadu spéli un nopelnitu miljonu.
Protams, lidz tam tals cel$ ejams, bet apsolijam, ka
péctam, kad puisa sekmes macibas bus uzlabojusas,
meés iepazistinasim vinu ar datorspélu izstradataju,
lai palidzétu realizét So sapni.
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Otrais stasts. Zemgale.

Zemgaliesiirnedaudzatturigakika Latgales|audis,
bet ne mazak laipni un sirsnigi. Tur dzivo stradigi un
uznémigi cilvéki, tomér ne visiem pietiek rocibas,
lai savu dzivi nodrosinatu ar pasu nepiecieSamako.
Tapéc bija pass prieks atbalstit So gimenu bérnus.
Viena no misu biedribas parstavem apmekléja
divus bralus un masinu, kurus audzinaja vecmamina.
Kad musu biedribu sasniedza zina, ka bérni péc
vecmaminas naves aizvesti uz krizes centru, més
nolémam darit visu, lai viniem palidzétu un, kad
visas Engelu sirdis sadodas rokas, notiek brinums.
Atradas cilvéki, kas bija gatavi uznemt bérnus sava
gimeng, un musu biedriba “Engela sirds” turpinas
vinus atbalstit.

Tredais stasts. Vidzeme.

Mdasu stasti par Vidzemes bérniem varétu tikt
apkopoti vesela gramata, bet kads ipaSs stasts
saistas ar Ladezera pamatskolu, kurai ir loti paveicies
ar bezgala ripigam un atsaucigam skolotajam un
skolas direktori. Katrs bérns, kur§ macas skol3, ir ka
lielas gimenes loceklis. Kad gatavojamies nogadat
datorus Vidzemes bérniem, valsti jau bija izsludinata
karantina un personigi apmeklét gimenes
nedrikstéjam. Tapéc ludzam skolas dot bérniem
kadu uzdevumu un nogadat viniem datorus. Bijam
aizkustinati, sanemot skaistos bérnu zimé&jumus,
apsveikumus un izpilditos uzdevumus. Visspilgtak
atmina palicis vienpadsmitgadigas Annas dzimtas
stasts, kura vina, ar vésturnieces Rasmas Norinas
palidzibu izpétijusi savu dzimtas koku lidz pat 1846.
gadam. Maza vidzemniece ir nolémusi turpinat
pétit savas dzimtas saknes, un davana sanemtais
dators palidzés istenot Annas nakotnes sapni k|at
par vésturnieci.

Paldies visiem dasnajiem cilvekiem par atbalstu
Latvijas bérniem!

Es paskatos uz engeli.
Cik engeliem plasa sirds!
Tie dava man brinumu,
Kas lauj mums to izdzivot.
(Vineta Cerina, 11 g.v.)

Biedribas “Engela sirds” veiksmes stasti

Labdien, milie tautie$i Amerika!

Atbalstito Latvijas bérnu un gimenu varda,
vélamies jums pateikties par ziedojumiem biedribai
"Engela sirds” 2020. gada.

Lai gan aizvaditais gads mums visiem bija
parbaudijumu pilns, un daudzus planotos projektus
nacas atcelt, tomér dalu no tiem izdevas istenot.

Vasaras meénesi bija visrosigakie: paguvam
noorganizétpasakumusjauniesiem CetrosVidzemes
pagastos - Pociema, Vilkene, Umurga un Skulté, kur
skoléniem bija iespéja piedalities izzinosa spélé par
pagasta vésturi. Bérnus uzrunaja vietéjie uzneméji
un Limbazu novada domes priek$sédétdjs, stastot
par savu bérnibu, skolas gadiem un profesijas izvéli.
Tapat jaunieSiem bija iespéja nobaudit vietéjo
pagastu vaditaju saripétas pusdienas un izdejoties
ballite.

Pateicoties  jusu  ziedojumiem,  Ladezera
pamatskolas audzéknis Ivo Pel$s varéja apmeklét
Zinatnes skolas vasaras nometni, kur vins padzilinati
apguva kimiju un fiziku. Ance Pavlovic¢a no Ladezera
pamatskolas piepildija savu lielako sapni - piedalijas
zirgu jasanas nometné. Savukart Kristaps Gasuns

R

no Bauskas 2. vidusskolas mis iepriecinaja ar savu
mérktiecigo attieksmi pret savu sapnu profesiju. Kad
Kristapu un vél divus jauniesus aizvedam uz airBaltic
jauno pilotu skolas simulacijas lidojumu, pilots,
kurs vadija Sos kursus, bija patikami parsteigts par
Kristapu - ka $ada vecuma jaunietis tik labi zinaja
pilotu sarezgito terminologiju un komandas anglu
valoda. Kristaps sanéma uzslavu ari par to, ka varéja
patstavigi pacelt un nosédinat lidmasinu.

Megija Pacegone no Vecsaules pamatskolas
turpina apgut gitarspéli, savukart Megijas divas
jaunakas masas Kitija un Kristiana ir pieteiktas
dalibai Latvijas televizijas rikotaja pavaru Sova
"Gatavo kopa ar Raimondu Zommeru. Viens,
divi - gatavs!”. Latvijas basketbola izlases sastavu
U15 grupa Sogad papildinaja jauna uzlecosa
basketbola zvaigzne - Kristers Kalnins no Bauskas
2. vidusskolas. Tas ir misu visu kopéjais veiksmes
stasts, jo pagajusa gada Kristers bija pieredzes
apmaina ASV un piedalijas nometnés, pateicoties
tieSi misu biedribas atbalstitajiem. Karims Klimanis
mis patikami parsteidza ar savu neatlaidigo
zinatkari un vélmi apglt eksaktos priekSmetus.
Ving ar augstiem rezultdtiem piedalijies vairakas
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matematikas  olimpiadés.  Pateicoties  jsu
ziedojumiem, Karimam bija iespé&ja apmeklét
matematikas kursus, lai uzlabotu savas zina$anas un
teicami nokartotu iestajeksamenus augstskola.

Sogad viens no lieldkajiem projektiem bija
macibu noltkos nodrosinat 80 skolas vecuma
bérnus ar portativajiem datoriem. Par to mums
jasaka Tpass paldies gan ziedotajiem Latvija, gan
Amerikas tautiesiem, kuri ziedojusi, atsaucoties
Amerikas Latviesu apvienibas nozares “Labdariba
Latvija” aicinajumam.

No sirds vélamies pateikties ari Maksim Grina
kungam par iniciativu izveidot ziedojumu vaksanas
kampanu datora iegadei GoFundMe platforma,
izvéloties S$adu davanu sava 100. dzimsanas diena!

Talantigajiem jaunieSiem Saja gada noteikti
pievienosies vél daudzi talantigi un mérktiecigi
bérni, par kuriem stastisim jums madsu nakamajos
veiksmes stastos.

Raksta izmantoti biedribas “Engelu sirds” publicitates foto.

When a new COVID-19 related restriction required switching to distance learning in Latvia, ALA and its
Office for Support and Aid to Latvia were able to rapidly respond to the need to provide computers to
Latvian schools and to children from low-income families. The response from our donors to support this
initiative was overwhelming. The $30,465 raised for this cause was matched by a donation from ALA and a
total of $70,465 was disbursed, with the help of our partner organizations - Children’s Foundation of Latvia
and Angel Heart, as well as direct recipients in Liezére Elementary School and Drabesi New Elementary
School. The funds raised made it possible to purchase over 200 computers and software licenses.
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Looking Back at 2020, Looking Forward to 2021

Dzintars Dzilna, Director of Public Affairs
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The Baltic Journey to NATO

A

Exploring the role of civil society, diaspora, governments, and media

On June 12, 1986 at the White House with President Ronald Reagan
accepting the JBANC Baltic Freedom Award during a Signing Ceremony for
Baltic Freedom Day in the Oval Office.

L S /SR

Produced by ';$

support for the restoration of independence of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.

One of the milestones was the establishment of the Joint Baltic American National Committee (JBANC)
in 1961 by its three parent organizations, the American Latvian Association, the
Estonian American National Council, and the Lithuanian American Council. It allowed to better
coordinate common efforts, and after regaining independence, one of the most important goals was
to work towards NATO membership.

to flee their homelands during World War Il and tens of thousands came to
America, setting up new lives and organizations in their adopted home.
Some older organizations, especially among the Lithuanians, had already
existed in the U.S. for decades. With a deep desire to see their homelands
become free again, Baltic-Americans also organized politically.

Since the 1950s, the Baltic-American community played an
active role in efforts to raise awareness about Baltic issue
in the United States,and worked with U.S. officials to gather
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The past year has seen far-reaching events and trends that threaten Latvian-American interests of freedom
and security in Latvia for years to come. We as ALA and as Latvian Americans need to continue our
political activism, to defend and safeguard our interests there.

Threats abroad and at home

In a rigged referendum in July 2020, Putin
changed Russia’s constitution to enable himself
to stay in power until 2036. At the same time,
significant, protracted protests in Belarus—and now
recently also in Russia itself -may change Moscow's
domestic political situation, leading it to increase
its aggression against the West. Separately, Russia
aims to complete its Nord Stream 2 natural gas
pipeline to Germany this year, which would entrench
Moscow’s dominance of the European gas market,
concurrently strengthening its political leverage,
lining its coffers for military investment and making
the Baltics vulnerable to Russian military might.

Here at home, increasing political partisanship
continues to raise questions about American’s role
in the world and its leadership in multinational
alliances such as NATO. Indeed, criticism of NATO
from both sides of the aisle and a call for “ending
America’s endless wars” could impact support for

military intervention in Eastern Europe if necessary.
Meanwhile, budget deficits have exploded due to
the pandemic and will become worse, potentially
affecting commitment to allies abroad in the long
term.

While the new American administration has
promised to renew transatlantic partnerships and
continue to stand up to aggression from Russia,
political calculations and assurances can change
rapidly. On an ongoing, bi-partisan basis, we need
to ensure our elected officials protect our interests
in Latvia and the rest of the Baltics—no matter who
is in the White House or representing your state or
district. To this, ALA's political activism continues
to strive for giving voice to Latvian Americans, by
focusing on bi-partisan support for strong security,
economic and cultural ties between the United
States, Latvia, and their Baltic allies.

LATVIAN DIMENSIONS / 27



Legislative wins in 2020

In2020, ALA's work helped pass legislation thatincluded various provisions strengthening the relationship

between the U.S. and its Baltic allies, including:

» A total of almost $200M in funding in 2021, for the Baltics to continue developing air defense and

security interoperability

» Creation of the Baltic Security Initiative, which will provide a mechanism for multi-year defense planning

» Support for Belarus, Georgia, and Ukraine

» Sanctions against Nord Stream 2

» Sanctions against money laundering, including from Russian oligarchs

ALA's work is bolstered by its partnerships with Estonian- and Lithuanian-
American colleagues, especially the Joint Baltic American National
Committee (JBANC). Along with the Estonian American National Council
and the Lithuanian American Council, ALA is a founding member of JBANC,
celebrating its 60th year. JBANC is led by Managing Director Karl Altau.

Never forget: Baltic Journey to NATO

Along with JBANC's critical ongoing work in
corresponding with Congress, the media, and
the public, as well as a range of Baltic advocacy
projects throughout the year, in December,
JBANC launched an online site called “The Baltic
Journey to NATO: Exploring the role of civil
society, diaspora, governments, and media.” The
site presents the milestones of efforts and events
that led to a successful NATO enlargement and
membership for Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. The
project was supported by a NATO Public Diplomacy
Division grant. The platform shows how NATO is a
cornerstone of American and European security
and highlights how the admission of the Baltic
countries has made the transatlantic community
more vital and prosperous. ALA and JBANC were
critical players in the 10 years of advocacy and
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development by the Baltic-American community
that enabled the Baltics to secure their freedom
through NATO accession. The site is accessible on
JBANC's website at https://jbanc.org/nato.

For its part, ALA's Baltic Call to Action UNIT
will issue four Calls to Action to participants this
year, mobilizing Baltic Americans to contact their
Members of Congress about legislation and issues
that are critical to the Baltics and protecting our
interests there.

The first Call to Action is to participate in JBANC's
Baltic Advocacy Week (March 8-12), which
will organize online-video meetings between
constituents and their Members of Congress. We
will be focusing on leaders of Appropriations,
Armed Services, and Foreign Relations committees,
as well as the Co-Chairs of the Baltic Caucus.

Tie ir vardi no manas tautas,
Un dziesma man ari no tas.
Un es zinu, neviens mana vietd
To nedziedas.

(Mana dziesma, Prata vétra)

As an ALA member, you are interested in

our collective Latvian heritage, culture, and
relationships.

As an American citizen, you also have an
opportunity to protect Latvia’s freedom and
independence that are threatened by the ongoing
aggression of Russia’s Putin regime.

ALA's participant group, the Baltic Call to Action
UNIT, offers an informed, unified, and consistent
way for all Baltic-Americans to harness their
collective voice and speak up for the Baltics. All
UNIT correspondence is in English. Messages are
strictly non-partisan. Participation is free. Participate
when and how you'd like. Unsubscribe at any time.
Click, copy, paste, done.

Our government in Washington has the power
to defend our interests of peace and security in
the Baltics through legislation, leadership in NATO,
and strong relations with the Baltics. To enact that
power, your elected officials need to hear from you
that the Baltics are personally important to you.

To this, the American Latvian Association (ALA)
offers an easy and effective way for you to contact
your Members of Congress about the Baltics.
Four times a year, ALA sends out emails with text—
customized for your representative and senators—
that you can then copy and paste into each
respective official’s online Contact form.

..
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Logo courtesy of the University of Oregon’s Department of Political Science

Contacting your elected officials is FREE, QUICK and EASY, and enables one of
the most important things you can do for Latvia: Ensure its security!

Join the Baltic Call to Action UNIT by signing up on ALA's website:

https://alausa.org/cta-unit

Provide your name, email address, and full zip code where you are registered to
vote so that we can send the appropriate texts and links to Contact pages.

%

Every single voice — YOUR VOICE — is important in this chorus.
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Pasaules latviesu ekonomikas un investiciju foruma
aicina par Latvijas interesém domat radosi

O
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WORLD LATVIAN ECONOMICS
AND INNOVATIONS FORUM

Riga, Latvia | November 19th, 2626

2020. gada novembri Pasaules
Brivo latviesu apvieniba (PBLA)
aizvadija  ikgadéjo  Pasaules
latvieSu ekonomikas un inovaciju
forumu (PLEIF), kur§ $ogad
notika Riga ar Arlietu ministrijas
un PBLA sadarbibas partneru
atbalstu. Forums, ko tie$saisté
véroja gandriz divi tUkstosi
skatitaju no 25 pasaules valstim.
Visa foruma gaitu dinamiski un
sekmigi tiessaiste vadija PBLA
un Amerikas latviesu apvienibas

vicepriekssédis Martins
Andersons.

Forumu atklaja PBLA
prieksséde  Kristine  Saulite,
ieziméjot  galvenas  diskusiju

témas: par globalas pandémijas
ietekmi uz Latvijas ekonomiku,
un par izaicinajumiem, ar ko
valstij nakas saskarties, par
Latvijas téla attistibu, par Tris
jaru iniciativu un tas nozimi
Baltijas regiona, Eiropas un visas
pasaules perspektiva; ka ari par
Eiropas zalas energijas kursu un
potencialo ietekmi uz Latvijas
saimniecisko attistibu.

Pasakuma dalibniekus video
uzrunas apsveica Latvijas Valsts
prezidents Egils Levits un
Arlietu ministrijas parlamentara
sekretare Zanda Kalnina-
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Lukasevica. Prezidents sava
uzruna akcentéja Latvijas
ekonomikas atvese|osanas
nepiecieSamibu péc pandémijas
izraisitas krizes, piebilstot, ka no
Eiropas fondiem Latvijai $adiem
saimniecibas atvese|osanas
mérkiem driza nakotné pieskirs
vairak neka divus miljardus eiro.
Finanséjuma sekmigai apguvei
loti noderiga bis ari arzemeés
dzivojoso latvieSu uznéméju un
profesionalu ekspertize.
Agentiras “Nord DDB Riga”
direktors Andris Rubins, kam ir

)
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23 gadu pieredze marketinga
un reklamas nozaré, sava
prezentacija par vienota Latvijas
téla veidoSanas wuzsvéra, ka
Latvija dzivo radosi un talantigi
cilvéki. Eksportétaji uzsvérusi, ka
Latvija piedava labus risinajumus
jebkuriem izaicinajumiem,
savukart investiciju piesaistitaji
latvieSus raksturojusi ka naciju,
kas spéj |oti specifiskas industriju
nisas tikt gala ar sarezgitam
problémam.

Foruma nakamo  diskusiju
ciklu par Latvijas saimniecisko
atlabsanu  péc  pandémijas

izraisitas krizes vadija Latvijas
Tirdzniecibas  kameras  ASV
(Lat  Cham) viceprezidents,
advokatu biroja “Slokenbergs
PLLC" dibinatajs, komerctiesibu
advokats Ivars Slokenbergs, kurs
uzsvera, ka latviesivislabak strada
tiesi krize, to pierada ari Latvijas
nesena vésture - mobilizésanas
pirms iestasanas ES un NATO.

Diskusija iesaistijas uznéméjs
un ekonomists Janis Oslejs, kura
dibinatais un vaditais uznémums
“Primekss Group” raZzo neparastu
un pieprasitu betonu, kas
ir Gddensdro$s un piemérots
robotizétam un automatizétam
telpam un noliktavam. Péc
Osleja domam, krize ir sarezgits,
bet gana labs laiks, lai augtu. Ka
noradija Oslejs, eksportam sai
laika irdaudzvairakiespéju,unari
informacijas tehnologiju nozarei
Sis ir |oti augstas aktivitates gads,
to rada ari latvieSu uznémuma
“Printful” fantastiska izaugsme.

Latvijas Investiciju un attistibas
agentaras (LIAA) vaditajs Kaspars
RozZkalns, runajot par Latvijas
valsts télu un valsts vienota
zZimola  veidoSanu, atzZiméja,
ka Sobrid izstradata vienota
stratégija, bet darama vél daudz,
lai Latviju pamanitu pasaulé.

LatvieSsu  diasporas loma
arzemeés, péc Kaspara Rozkalna
domam, batu atbalsts Latvijas
uznémumu ieieSanai  jaunos
tirgos, kur diaspora varétu kalpot
ka katalizators.

Latvijas tirdzniecibas palatas
Amerika prezidents Mikus Kins
no Cikagas pastastija par palatas
darbibu ASV. Ta dibindta 2017.
gada un darbojas ka bezpe|nas
organizacija kontaktu veidosanai
korporativajiem  dalibniekiem.
Nakamais tirdzniecibas palatas

&2

forums “Spotlight Latvia”
planots Losandzelosa, 2021.
gada septembri. Sadarbiba ar
Latvijas Investiciju un attistibas
agentiru (LIAA) sekmés otras
LIAA parstavniecibas atvérsanu
Bostona 2021.gada. Palataiirsavi
regionalie direktori vairakas ASV
pavalstis. Ka uzsvéra Kins, latviesu
diaspora ASV varétu palidzét
tiem Latvijas uznémumiem, kas
vélas eksportét uz ASV.

Viena no foruma centralajam
diskusijam  bija  informativa
saruna par “Tris jaru iniciativu”
(TJI) un tas nozimi Latvijai un
Baltijas regionam.  Saruna
piedalijas Arlietu ministrijas valsts
sekretars Andris PelSs, Atlantijas
Padomes (The Atlantic Council)
dibinatajs un valdes priekssedis
véstnieks Ric¢ards Morningstars
(Richard  Morningstar), valsts
attistibas ~ finansu  institdcijas
“Altum” vaditdjs Reinis Bérzins
un Apvienotas Amerikas
baltieSu  komitejas  (JBANC)
izpilddirektors Karls Altau (Karl
Altau). Diskusiju vadija Martins
Andersons. Amerikas Latviesu
apvieniba seko li1dzi §Ts iniciativas
attistibai no Vasingtonas. Andris
Pel$s uzsvera, kaTris jlruiniciativa
ir svariga ari Latvijai, jo nakotné
var attistities lieli projekti, kuros
bls iesaistita ari Latvija. A.
Pel$s uzsvéra, ka Latvijai varétu
interesét iesaistities projektos
digitalizacija un energétiskaja
savienojamiba. Ari Rail Baltica ir
viens no pirmajiem piemériem.

Ari abi diskusijas dalibnieki
no Vasingtonas - véstnieks
Ri¢ards Morningstars un Karls
Altau - ar gandarijumu zinoja,
ka ASV Parstavju palata Latvijas
Valsts svétkos, 18. novembrr,
ar abu ASV politisko partiju
vienotu balsojumu atbalstijusi
RezollUciju Nr. 672, kas iestajas
par ASV iesaisti Centralas un
Austrumeiropas valstu drosibas,

R

infrastruktiras un energétiskas
neatkaribas stiprinasana.
Rezollcija uzsvérts, ka ASV
kongress  atbalsta iniciativu
ieguldit vienu miljardu dolaru
fonda, kas palidzétu finansét
projektus valstis starp Baltijas,
Adrijas un Melnajam jaram.

Foruma pédéjo diskusiju par
zalo energiju vadija Klientu
aktivu parvaldisanas direktors
BlueOrange banka Pauls
Miklasevi¢s, kas uz Latviju
parcélies no Kanadas. Saruna
iesaistijas eksperti no dazadam
valstim, ieskaitot Eriku G. Birkertu,
uznémuma “Clean Energy Trust”
izpilddirektoru no Cikagas.

Pauls Miklasevi¢s  Tsuma
raksturoja situaciju, ka Eiropas
Savieniba Sobrid spéjusi
vienoties par apjomigu planu
parejai uz zalo energiju visa
Eiropa, paredzot tam térét vairak
neka 7 triljonus ASV dolaru lidz
2030. gadam (salidzinajumam -
Latvijas IKP ir 35 miljardi eiro).

Eksperti piekrita, ka
pagrieziens uz zalo ideju varétu
k|lat par sava veida 21. gadsimta
Marsala planu visai Eiropai,
tomér Latvijai nepiecieSamas
nopietnas investicijas, lai ta k|ttu
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par patieSam zalas energijas
valsti.

Par Latviju bieZi tiek runats
ka par zalu valsti, bet tikai tada
aspekta, ka valsts teritorija ir
daudz mezu, bet zalas energijas
joma Latvija censas “ielekt
aizejosa vilcienad”, atzina sarunas
dalibnieki. Sai jautadjuma trikst
uznéméju gara, un uznémeji Sai
idejaivarétu sekottikai, ja redzétu
iespéju piesaistit kapitalu.

Eriks G. Birkerts raksturoja
situaciju zalas energijas
jautajuma ASV. Aizvien lielaka
uzmaniba tiek pievérsta klimata
izmainu jautajumiem. Birkerts
uzsvéra, cik svariga ir Vvisas
sabiedribas iesaiste So jautajumu
aktualizésana.

Foruma nosléeguma& PBLA
priek§sede  Kristine  Saulite
uzsvéra, ka aizvaditajas
diskusijas ik pa laikam tika

uzsverti Cetri atslégas vardi
- gataviba parmainam un
izaicinajumiem, komunikacija un
sadarbiba (the four c's - change,
challenge, communication,
and cooperation), kuru butiba
apvienoja Sai foruma izvirzitos
galvenos uzdevumus.

No kreisas: Andris Rubins CEO, Managing Partner, NORD DDB Riga;

Elita Gavele. Diasporas lietu véstniece, AM; Kristine Saulite, PBLA prieksséde;
Martins Andersons, PBLA un ALA vicepriekssédis; Lora Egle, PBLA projektu lietvede;
Ivars Slokenbergs, moderators; Liva Stdrmane, The Red Jackets;

Janis Andersons, PBLA parstavniecibas vaditajs; Raits Eglitis, PBLA izpilddirektors.

Foto: Vitolds Gabrans, LR AM.
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PBLA  priekssede aicinaja
turpinat foruma iesaktas sarunas
un diskusijas, meklét jaunus
risingjumus, un gatavoties
forumam nakamgad, kas cerams,

varés notikt klatiené. 3§ : ﬁ AND INNOV/

Sagatavots péc
parstavniecibas  un
Republikas Arlietu
materialiem.  Raksts  pilniba
pieejams  PBLA  ma3jaslapa.
Aizvadita foruma videoieraksts
ir pieejams foruma majaslapa
pleif.lv.

PBLA 2 j
Latvijas ‘

ministrijas

PBLA lietvede Lora Egle, prieksséde Kristine Saulite un viceprieksédis Martins Andersons.

The 2020 World Latvian Economics and
Innovations Forum (WLEIF/PLEIF) focused on the
“four c's” - change, challenge, communication,
and cooperation. Noted speakers from the
US, Canada, and Latvia outlined topics such as
directions for Latvia's post-pandemic economic
revitalization and the development of Latvia's
image; Latvian talent for finding creative solutions
for non standard problems; the future role of the
diaspora and the Latvian American Chamber of
Commerce in fostering entry of Latvian companies
in the US market; the Three Seas Initiative (TSI)
and US support for Eastern and Central European
strategic, infrastructure and energy independence.
The consensus was that green energy solutions
should be another priority area which Latvia should
address, by engaging society, building public
awareness, and encouraging investments - as a
result, becoming a truly green country.
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2020. gada atbalstitie projekti

'\IA Lai ari jaunos un neparastos apstaklos, Amerikas Latviesu apvienibas Kultiras fonda
darbiba turpinds. leceres par jauniem kultiras projektiem nav apsikusas. 2020. gada
Kultoras fonds sniedza finansiglu atbalstu astoniem projektiem $19140 apméra.
lepazistindm ar atbalstitajiem projeketiem.

1. Dzintra Erliha, CD “Enu spéles up&”

latvieSu komponistu kamermdzika flautai,

cellam un klavierem.

Trimdas latvieSu muziku skandarbi atskanos Le
Trio Ambre: flautiste llona Meija, cellists Ivars
Bezprozvanovs un pianiste Dzintra Erliha. Pieskirts
$2000 no A. Okolo-Kulaka piemjnas fonda

2. Vaira Dundure, “Aleksandrs Caks - audioieraksti
vietné audio-gramata.lv” 5

Majaslapa tiks ievietots 1ss A. Caka dzives un
dailrades apskats un 5 stastu audioieraksti: “Krésls”,
“Spéle ar dzivibu”, “Ziemassvétku kauja”, “Klavas
lapa”, “Mana milestiba”. Pieskirts $830 no Kultaras
fonda

3. Marianna Auliciema, Dokumentalas filmas
“Valiant!” pabeig$ana

Arpus Latvijas dzimu$as un augusas latviesu
jauniesu paaudzes méginajumi uzturéet dzivu ideju
par Latvijas neatkaribas atjaunosanu, atspoguloti
caur vienas automasinas stastu. Pieskirts $3500 no
Kultaras fonda

In 2020, the ALA Cultural Foundation awarded
$19,140 to eight projects, including two Latvian
music CDs, an audiobook of stories by Aleksandrs
Caks, and the film “Valiant!”, which tells a story of
the Latvian American youth, their car, and how they
contributed to keeping alive the idea of Latvian
independence in the 1980s.

Lalita Muizniece

Péedas - Melita Riga

4. Rudolfs Dainis Smits, Rigas Projekts

(The Riga Project)

gramatas tulkojums, iespieSana un publicéSana.
Pieskirts $3000 no Kultdras fonda

5. Mara Linde, Projekts “Trimdas kokle”
Informacijas apkopojums un digitalizé$ana par kokli
trimda un Tsas koklésanas video pamacibas latviesu
un anglu valoda. Pieskirts $3000 no A. Okolo-Kulaka
pieminas fonda

6. Ligita Kovtuna, sastaditajs Maris Brancis
“Trimdas arhivu majupcel$”- laikraksta “Laiks”
publicéto rakstu apkopojums bro3ira.

Pieskirts $1400 no Stnas pieminas fonda

7. Ligita Kovtuna, Atbalsts “Kultarvésturiskas
informacijas veidosanai laikrakstd “Laiks”.
Pieskirts $3250 no Kulttras fonda

8. Artis Simanis, LatvieSu mizikas ieraksts un
tvarta (CD) “Sirds Dziluma” izdo3ana.

Pieskirts $2160 no A. Okolo-Kulaka pieminas fonda
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2019. un 2020. gada ALA Atzinibas rakstu sanémeéjus!

Katru gadu Latvijas Valsts svétku svinibu sarikojumos Amerikas LatvieSu apvieniba ar Atzinibas rakstiem godina
labakos latviesu sabiedriskos darbiniekus ASV, ko apbalvosanai nominé vietéjas diasporas organizacijas. 2019.
un 2020. gada atzinibu par nenogurstoso darbosanos ASV latviesu sabiedriba sanéma 68 sabiedriskie darbinieki.

Pateicamies par jusu darbu un devumu latviesu kultdras un tradiciju uzturé$anal

Biruta
Dzintars
Péteris
Guna
Ingrida
Kornélija
Ivars
Aina
Daila
Maira
Andrea
Olafs
Inta

Aija
limars
Dr. Indra
Juris
Ingrida
Modris
Laila
Dace
Andis
Marite
Dace
Vladimirs
Laurinda
Marcis
Mirdza
Iréna
Janis
Roberts
Dagnija
Rendate
Janis
Gilberts
Prof. Iréne

Prof. Pauls

Valda
Liene

Abuls

Abuls
Alunans
Asone
Bangere
Barkana
Bergs

Berkis
Buomane
Bundza
Burge Goetz
Cimmermans
Didrichsone
Dreimane Holohan
Dzenis
Ekmane
Epermanis
Erdmane
Galenieks
Gansert
Garota
Garuts
Grinberga
Hohlova
Hohlovs
llisko
Jansons
Jesauckis
Kalnina
Kaulins
Kengis

Kilpe
Kromala Kenney
Kukainis
Kusins
Lazda
Lazda
Levensteina
Linde
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2019
2019
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2019
2020
2020
2019
2020
2019
2020
2020
2019
2020
2019
2020
2020
2019
2019
2019
2020
2020
2019
2019
2019
2019
2020
2019
2019
2019
2019
2020
2020
2020
2019
2019

Kalamazoo, Ml
Kalamazoo, Ml
Washington, DC
Indianapolis, IN
Lincoln, NE
Grand Rapids, Ml
Grand Rapids, Ml
Philadelphia, PA
Lincoln, NE
Kalamazoo, MI
Indianapolis, IN
St. Petersburg, FL
Lincoln, NE
Boston, MA

St. Petersburg, FL
Kursa, Minneapolis, MN
St. Petersburg, FL
Minneapolis, MN
Chicago, IL
Philadelphia, PA
Portland, OR
Portland, OR
Kalamazoo, MI
St. Petersburg, FL
St. Petersburg, FL
Lincoln, NE
Detroit, Ml
Lincoln, NE

St. Louis, MO
Indianapolis, IN
Kalamazoo, MI
Washington, DC
Boston, MA
Kalamazoo, MI
New York, NY
Minneapolis, MN
Minneapolis, MN
Denver, CO

Los Angeles, CA

Mara Linde 2019 San Fransico, CA

Dace Marga 2020 Landsdale, PA
James (JT) McLaughlin 2020 Lincoln, NE

Laila Medne 2020 Philadelphia, PA
Rasma O’Connell 2019 Lincoln, NE
Péteris Ozols 2020 St. Petersburg, FL
Gundega Penikis 2020 Indiana

Janis Penikis 2020 Indiana

Anita Pétersone 2019 Portand, OR
Mara Prava 2020 St. Petersburg, FL
Maris Pravs 2020 St. Petersburg, FL
Mara Rituma 2020 St. Petersburg, FL
Andris Ritums 2020 St. Petersburg, FL
Marite Rubina 2020 St. Petersburg, FL
Ilvars Rubins 2020 St. Petersburg, FL
Tamara Rose 2020 Southern California
Ingrida Seraphim 2020 Milwaukee, WI
Reinis Sipols 2020 New York, NY
Lilita Spuru 2020 Chicago, IL
Anda Sona Cook 2020 Cleveland, OH
Janis Eriks Jr. Taube 2020 Southern California
Zigrida Taurina 2019 Lincoln, NE
Ingrida Valdmane 2020 New York, NY
Daumants Viks 2020 St. Petersburg, FL
Gundega Vilemsone 2020 St. Petersburg, FL
Marcis Voldins 2020 Boston, MA
Inese Zeimule 2020 New York, NY
Aija Zeltina Kalnina 2019 Los Angeles, CA
Taira Zoldnere 2020 San Francisco, CA

Valda Levensteina Denvera Latvijas valsts svétkos sanem ALA atzinibas
rakstu no diasporas jaunakas paaudzes parstavja Pétera Racena.

2020. gada ALA Atzinibas rakstu sapéma Gundega Penikis

ALA Recognition Awards 2019 and 2020

Every year ALA recognizes deserving individuals for their outstanding contribution to the Latvian community in
the U.S. The Recognition Award is traditionally bestowed at the Latvian National Independence Day celebrations
in November. This year the award ceremonies were recorded and broadcast as part of the virtual celebrations,
thus offering larger numbers of friends and family the chance to celebrate the momentous occasion. We are
thankful beyond measure for the work you do in your Latvian communities and organizations!
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Mums svarigs jusu viedoklis

2020. gada pavasari Amerikas LatvieSu apvienibas biedriem un atbalstitajiem tika izsGtitas aptaujas anketas,
lai uzzinatu vinu viedokli par apvienibas nozaru darbibu. Uz anketas jautajumiem tika sanemtas 258 atbildes, kas
dod ieskatu apvienibas darba. Aptaujas rezultati liecina, ka 71.3 procentu respondentu ir vecaki par 65 gadiem,
gandriz 60 procentu - dzimusi Latvija un labi parvalda latvieSu valodu. LatvieSu kopienu popularakie pasakumi
aptaujato vidud ir svétku dienu svinibas, dievkalpojumi un koncerti. Starp nozimigakajam izglitibas iniciativam

minéts latviesu skolu un vasaras nometnu atbalsts.

Lielaka dala atzina, ka labprat gribétu vél redzét ALA tieSsaistes pasakumus, atzinigi novértéja ALA organizétas
celojumu programmas un izteica vélmitas attistit vél plasak. Par apvienibas politiskajam aktivitatém, sadarbojoties
ar ASV Kongresu, zinaja aptuveni puse respondentu. Vairaki aptaujatie uzsvera nepiecieSamibu vairak atbalstit
sporta pasakumus, jo tada veida iesp&jams panakt jaunaku biedru piesaisti.

ALA valde nem véra jasu ieteikumus un turpina piedavat pasakumus un programmas, kas ir nozimigas tas
biedriem. Lai sasniegtu plasaku respondentu loku, aptauja tika piedavata anglu valoda.

ALA biedru demogrifija

Generation
259 responses

@ | was born in Latvia.
@ My parent(s) was born in Latvia,
) My grandparent(s) was born in Latvii

@ | do not have a Latvian ethnic
background.

@ no response
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Kas ir labdkais, ko ALA paveikusi savos 70
pastavé$anas gados?

What in your opinion are the best things that ALA has
done in its first 70 years?

Helped Latvia regain its freedom

Preserve Latvian culture for next generations

Travel programs, cultural awareness, and helping
disadvantaged Latvians

Advocate for Latvia, awareness of communist occupation
and lobby for continued independence and freedom
Uniting Latvians in the USA; supporting schools
Bringing Imanta Dimanta and Latvian Voices

Support for Dziesmu svetki, Latvian youth programs, high
schools, “Sveika Latvia”!’, and internships.
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Kadus pasdkumus jis gribétu redzet biezak?
What type of events would you like to see more of in your
community?

Concerts and theater

Summer travel to Latvian cultural events; online or virtual
offerings

Social, active/sporting events (volleyball?)

Visits from Latvian government officials and politicians.
Socials, balles, informal dance parties, networking

Loti patika ALA sestdienas vakari pandémijas laika.
Beginning Latvian for adults

Lectures-all ages, concerts to attract younger ages

leteikumi prakses programmam?

What, if any, additional employers or employment fields
would you like to see incorporated in ALA’s internship
program in Latvia2

Government internships

Jobs in restaurants, stores, hotels, etc, like Europeans do
in USA

Internship in healthcare or nursing

Teaching opportunities

Ar kadam organizdcijam, iznemot Latvijas B&rnu fondu, Jas
vél ieteikiu sadarboties nozarei Labdariba Latvija?

Are there any organizations in Latvia that you wish ALA
would partner with, as we do with Children’s Fund of Latvia
(Latvijas B&rnu fonds) and Angel Heart Society (Engelu sirds)?

Museum of the Occupation of Latvia

Soup kitchens for the elderly

Martas Centrs

SOS bérnu ciemati

Barenu nami Latvija

Food banks

Collect Latvian books for country schools - through LASL
Scholarships for young people in Latgale, Latvia
Senior - related organizations

Ziedot.lv, Zvannieki, Pakapieni

Better to be narrow and deep rather than broad and shallow.
Daugavas Vanagi

Kadi ir popularakie pasakumi jisu vietéja latviedu kopiena?
What are the most popular events in your local Latvian community?

60%

40%
N l .

Special Church Concerts Social / Theater Lectures /
Occasions Services “Balles” Political
(e.g. Jani, Events

November 18th)

Do you feel that ALA needs to expand its educational trip program?

Yes - more date options

for same programs 76(29.3%)

Yes - organize trips with
different themes
(e.g. nature, gastro)

103 (39.8%)

Yes - For different
demographics
(e.g. travelers in their 20s-30s)

104 (40.2%)

No 97 (37.5%)

25 50 75 100

No kuriem medijiem Jis sanemta informaciju par ALA
darbibu un programmam?

From which sources do you prefer to receive information from
ALA / about ALA programs?

Vispopularakie respondentu vidd ir ALA izdevumi:
ALA Gada parskats, Latvian Dimensions 63,3%
Infogramma, majaslapa 37%

No diasporas medijiem vispopularakais joprojam ir
laikraksts “Laiks” 51,4%

19% aptaujato patik jaunais elektroniskais medijs
latviesi.com

In Spring of 2020, the American Latvian Association sent out a survey to its members and supporters, in order
to find out more about their priorities and views regarding ALA programs. There were 258 respondents, a sample
that provides a reasonable estimation of ALA's greatest supporters. 71.3% of respondents are 65 years or older,
and 60% were born in Latvia and have an excellent command of the Latvian language. The most popular events
in our supporters’ communities are holidays, church services, and concerts. The majority would like to see more
ALA concert tours or other ALA-sponsored events as well as ALA organized virtual events. A majority also greatly
value ALA support of Latvian schools and camps. 84.5% expressed appreciation for ALA organized educational
trip programs and a desire for them to be expanded (to more demographic groups, with different focal themes,
etc.). Approximately half of respondents are very familiar with the work of the ALA office of Support and Aid to
Latvia, and with ALA's “Call to Action” political advocacy initiatives. The most popular sources for information on
ALA and Latvian issues were the ALA annual report, Latvian Dimensions, the ALA Infogram, and the webpage.
The most popular diaspora publication is still the newspaper “Laiks”!

R
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Guide to Charitable Giving

Why should | give to ALA2

ALA supports cultural activities and facilitates cooperation within the Latvian American community
representing over 90,000 people of Latvian descent living in the United States. We promote the study
of the Latvian language, history, and culture. We ensure the availability of Latvian schools, books, and
teaching materials for our children. We assist newly arrived immigrants with information about the U.S. and
provide humanitarian aid to people in Latvia. We are a tax-exempt, 501(c)3 non-profit, educational and
cultural organization registered in the U.S.

What is the best way to give to ALA?

There is no "best way” to give. Rather, there are many, many ways to give! You can write a check, use a
credit card, transfer stock, bonds, retirement plan assets, or real estate. You can make a gift in your will
or designate us as the beneficiary of an IRA. If you'd like our help in exploring gift opportunities, simply
contact us to get more information.

How does a gift in my will work?

A gift in your will-a charitable bequest—lets you make a gift now that is realized sometime in the future.
Simply designate in your will that ALA receives a percentage of your estate, a specific amount, or certain
property at your death. If you already have a will, your attorney can easily amend it through a codicil.
Since a bequest gift is not completed today, you have the opportunity to change the gift arrangement if
your needs or goals change. For many of our supporters, a charitable bequest is an ideal way to make a
meaningful gift.

The following is suggested language for an unrestricted bequest used for
the greatest current needs for ALA:

| give to the American Latvian Association, a not-for-profit corporation organized under the laws of the
state of Maryland and located in Rockville, MD, (choose one)

. % of my estate or
e thesumof$ or
e all my right, title, and interest in the following described property:

or

e all the rest, residue, and remainder of my estate
to be used in such manner as the board of directors of said American Latvian Association shall,
in its sole discretion, determine.
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Please consider the following reasons to give to ALA:

1. A great way to commemorate LOVE: If you are passionate about what ALA does, it is
one of the best ways to show the waorld that you care about something.

2. ALA refiects on your own inner VALUES: For many, giving is o direct reflection of your
inner values. Itis o deeply fulfilling exercise to be able to give to o couse that you ore
passionate about and that you relate to.

3. An opportunity to GIVE something BACK: You can give back to ALA, by raising awareness
and donating to ALA. If you have benefited in the past from any of the ALA sponsored
programs, pay it forward to the next generation.

4, Giving boosts MOTIVATION: Thinking about what we've given, rather than what we've
received, motivates us to be more helpful toward others,

0. Giving helps earn RESPECT: Philanthropy is o noble act that people with o good heart
fall into, earning respect from their peers, the community in general, and the undying
respect of ALA for the donations received.

I'd like to make a gift, but | don’t know if | can make a gift now...

Whatever your philanthropic goals, planning now is the right thing to do. But planning now does not mean
you have to give now. Some of the most meaningful and rewarding gifts are those that can be planned
today and completed later.
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Pateicamies ALA ziedot

Thank you to ALA donors!

Noraditi visi, kas 2020. gada ziedojusi virs $250

R

Anna Abele

Eriks Abols

Daina Apple

Ivars Avots

Vilnis Balodis

Aida Bérzina

Vilma Bolsteina
Juris Bunkis

llmars H. Dambergs
Sarma Davidson
llmars Dzilna
Ragnars Eggerts
Kristina un Péteris Erini
Martins Gérmanis
Karen Greever
Ruth Harrington

2

Daina Bambe
Gunars Bérzins
Vizma Carver

Vaira P. Christopher
Arvids Davidsons
Inta Ertel

Maris Graube

Janis un Dace Gramatini
Maksis Grins

Aija Horton

Vita Kakulis
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$250 - $500

Imants un Maija lkstrumi
Nadine Hummel

Dzintra Janavs

Sigurds Janners

Juris Jauntirans

Marris Juberts

llmars Kalnins

llona Kisis

Karlis Krastins

Ruth Krolls

Aivars Kromins
Maigonis un Tija Kromini
Aivars Kuplis

Iréne Lazda

Juris M Macs

Ausma Nonacs

Valda Kalnins-Levy
Kaspars un Dagnija Kréslini
Karlis M. Kirsis

Vigo Kuplins

Janis Lazda

Andris un Dagnija Ladi
Guna S. Mundheim
Erika Orchard

Selga V. Pétersone
Andris Pratins

Janis M. Riekstins

R

Juris Orle

Arthur Ozolins

Maija Paegle

Arijs un Gunta Pakalni
Agris Pavlovskis
Martin Po¢s

Ara B. Pumpurs
Katinka Samson

Vija Sherman
Laimonis Sprogis

Liga Stam

Maris Veidemanis

llga Harrington Winocov
Lilija Ziverts

R

Andris Ritelis

Saginavas Latviesu klubs
Liga Schubach

Valtrauta Simsons

Andris un Biruta Sprodi
NelsonS.Talbott Foundation
Edvins Upitis

Silvija Udris

Regina Vijuma

Antra Zarins Thrasher

Anonims ziedojums
Péteris Abuls
Sigurds Brivkalns
Vidvuds Celtnieks

Daugavas Vanagu
apvieniba Linkolna

Andrejs Eglite
Fidelity Charitable

Elmars Freibergs
testamentarais novéléjums

Modris Galenieks
Arturs Grava

Juris Abrenietis IRA

Janis un Inara Apini

ajiem!

Vitauts Hazners

Indianapoles Latviesu
sabiedriska centra
damu komiteja

Gunars Jakobsons
lleana Jones

Sandra Kronite Sipola
Norm Lasda

Leons un Vija Liepas
Janis un Daina Luci

Milvoku Latviesu ev. lut.
Sv. Trisvienibas draudze

Valda Jaunzemis .
testamentarais novéléjums

Aina Pamovskis
Living Trust

Mancdesteras draudze

Nubransvikas un
Leikvudas latviesu ev.
luteriska draudze

Dace Pencis

Astrida S. Ramrath
Austris Rankis

Sigrida Renigere
Colman Roger
Solveiga Rush Trust
leva Szentivanyi
Lauma Upelniece Katis
Anda L. Vizulis

Inta Vodopals

Jolijs Vilde )
testamentarais novéléjums
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ALA Zvaigznu pakapes ziedot

Pateicamies visiem, kas atbalsfijusi Amerikas Latvie$u apvienibu 70 gadu jubileja!

Thank you for your generous donation on the occasion of ALA’s 70th anniversary!

Noradatti visi, kas l1ldz 2021. gada 31. janvarim, ziedojusi virs $70

m G

Anonims ziedotdajs
Paul Anderson
Janis Apinis
Inara Apinis
Daina Apple
Liega Arnett
Aija Freiman Avots
Anna Abele
Zane Abolins
Eric Abols
Andrejs Baidins
Zane Balks Russell
Andris Baltins
Vilnis Baumanis
Sandija Bayot
Vitauts Beldavs
Linda Belte
Juris Bérzins
Maija Bilzéns
Vita Bite
Dzintra Bond
Arija Brikmanis
Mara Brogan
leva Broks
Thomas Broze
Ervins Bruks
Ojars Bruveris
Karlis Budkévicés
Péteris Burgelis
Mary Cakuls
lize Ceceris
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AMERIKAS LATVIESU APVIENTBA

Janis Ciguzis
Juris Cilnis

Vija Cole

Anita Collister
Inese Culver
Martins Daiga
Karlis Dankers
Lili Darrow
Arvids Davidsons
Markus Delvers
Ruta Dexter

lize Dikis

Laima Dingley
Martins Duhms
Rasma Dumolins
Sandra Eaves
Ragnars Eggerts
Iveta Eilands
Uldis Erdmanis
Jan Ermanovics
Andrew Ertmanis

Monika Platkais Fitzgerald

Vilnis Gailitis

Laris Galéjs

Dace Galen

Modris Galenieks
Dzintars Gendrikovs
Viktorija Gilbert
Baiba Kurins Gillard
Ligita Goldschmidts
Péteris Graube

Inta Gravitis
Janis Gravitis
Dace un Janis Gramatins
Astrida Greco
Zaiga Greenhalgh
Marta Griestins
Silvija Griffin
Iveta Gribusa
Astra Grinmanis
Paul Grinvalds
Inara Grogolats
Dace Grote

Baiba Grube

Ruta Harrington
Daumants Hazners
Edvins Hincenbergs
Vita Hombs

Inese Hoover
Silvija Inveiss
Marris Inveiss
Ingrida Irani
Janina Jansevics
Juris Jansons

Liga Jefferds
Artors Kalkuts
Andrejs Kalnins
Marcel Karklins
Irina Kats
Margita Kay
Biruta Kelley
Juris Kelley

aji

Dace Kezbers
Dagnija Kilpe
Dace Kins
Rebecca Kiperts
llona Klasons
Dzidra Knecht
Karlis Kopans
Edvins Krams
Aivars Krasts
Kaspars Kréslins
Aivars Kromins
Alberts Kromins
Tija un Maigonis Kromini
Mara Kromins
Valdis Kromins
Valdis Kromins
Eriks Kromkalns
Egons Kubulins
Paul Kulitis

Pauls Kolitis
Karlis Kirsis
Heléna un Nikolajs Lapini
Velta Lazda
Aivars Lejins
Aira Lielzuika
Janis Liepins
Marta Mackenzie
Edward Mackus
Dina Macs

Juris Macs

Astra Malins
Arnis Mangolds
Lilly Markons
Maija Martin
Ronald McNally
Mara McPartland
Silvija Millers
Juris Mindenbergs
Vija Morton
Guna Mundheim
Mirdza Neiders
George Neimanis
Ena Neparts
Agate Nesaule
Maris Nora
Arvids Norins
Elga O Dell

Aina Oatley
Bruno Ogsts
Vitolds Olshevskis
Guntis Ore
Laimonis Osis
Arthur Ozolin
Gita Padegs

Aija Pelse

Dace Pencis

Janis Petersons
Daina Kins Petersons
Harold Ames Pétersons
Brig Gen Rudolfs Peksens
Girts Perkons
Leonija Petraska
Sintija Phllips
Valts Pladers
Anda Plavnieks
Peter Plostins
Minjona Plome
Mara Poés

leva Pusmucane Kineyko
Zigmunds Putnins
Peter Ragauss
Andrejs Rainis
Astrida Ramrath
leva Rasmussen
Zigurds Riders
Astrida Riders
Janis Riekstins
Inta Rigdon

Laila Robins

liga Robinson
Baiba Rodins
Daina Romualdi
Gerda Roze

Maris Roze

Lauris Rozkalns
Irene Rudnytzky
Talivaldis Rudzitis
Dace Rudzitis
Balva Samils
Biruta Schuliz
Aija Sedlak

Anita Shrederis
Lolita Silva

Lita Simane

Rita Sinka

llze Skare

Gaida Skulte
Anda Sokalski
Liene Sorenson
Erna Spela

LUcija Sprenne
Astrida Springer
Anda Staab
Péteris Staks
Benno Stamurs
Iréne Stankéviés
Inara Stots
Sarma Straumanis
Ivars Strautmanis
Irja Strautmanis
Edgars Suritis
Uldis Sutka
Maija un Juris Sleseri
Nara Thacher
Rineta Tincu
Arnis Tubelis

Vija Turjanis
Gunta Turks
Uldis Ukstins
Dzintris Vallis
Eduard Vanags
Iréna Vanuska
Valdis Vavere
Dace Venters
Péteris Videnieks
leva Vidners
Regina Vijums
Raita Vilnins
Aina Vilumsons
Inese Vincent
Karlis Vizulis
Renata Whitaker
Valda Zalkalns
Péteris Zarevics
John Zarins
Zinta Zarins
Martins Zalite
Mara Ziedins
Andra Zommers
Laimdota Zvejnieks
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Ar raitu soli,
skanu balsi -

1951. gada 24. februari, latviesi ASV sapulcéjas, lai nodibinatu organizéciju, kas vinus parstavétu un ‘ 2022.9.no 29. ll-““]a litlz 4. ]l-llllﬂm Minesota
atbalstitu latviesu sabiedribas gaitas arpus dzimtenes.
70 gadus vélak apvieniba aug un atfistas kopa ar jaundkajam paaudzém.

The next US Song and Dance Nakamie ASV Dziesmu svétki tuvojas —
Amerikas Latvie3u apvienibas valde apsveic savus biedrus, Festival is ?gpzr;a'chmg - | 2022. gada vasara St.Paula, Minesota!
atbalstitajus un sadarbibas partnerus jubileja. =lmmeros 2022 Skkaul e e ey o
Minnesota! leskatieties svétku timekla vietng, lai
. _ . uzzinatu visu jaunako par sarikojumiem
|
Paldies, ka esat ar mums kopa jau 70 gadus! Visit the Festival website for un apmesanos!

the latest information about

) events and accomodations!
The board of the American Latvian Association sends its congratulations and thanks to our members and

supporters, for everything you have done to help us reach this moment - ALA’s 70th anniversary! |atv|ansnngfest20220rg
(e v

e sy
I

LLL L

SUVENIRU
E-VEIKALS

SHOP.ALAUSA.ORG
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PASAULES LATVIESU MAKSLAS SAVIENIBA

Pasaules latviesu makslas savienibas (PLMS-ASV) un Pasaules latviesu makslas
centra (PLMC) Casis varda sirsnigi sveicam Amerikas Latvie$u apvienibu ar 70
darbibas gadiem!

Més pateicamies Amerikas Latvie$u apvienibai par nozimigo atbalstu un

novélam, lai ALA nakamie 70 darbibas gadi butu tikpat veiksmigi! . I
Esi ar mums!
PLMS, kas ASV pazistama ar nosaukumu Global Society for Latvian Art, Inc.,
misija ir veicinat arpus Latvijas tapusu latvieSu makslas vértibu saglabasanu,
iepazistinat ar diasporas makslinieku veikumu auditoriju Latvija un veicingt to

ieklauianos Latvijas makslas aprits. facebook.com/AmericanlatvianAssociation/
Més sniedzam finansialu atbalstu Pasaules latvieSu makslas centra darbibai inSfCIgI"Gm .Com/Amel'iCCIn LCIi'ViCI nS/
Césis, lai palidzétu apzinat latviesu makslinieku darbibas mantojumu ASY,

Kandda un citas valstis. Tuvdka informacija par PLMC atrodama www.plmc.lv. fWiﬂ'e r,com/ALA_U SA/

Pasaules latviesu makslas savieniba
Pasaules latvieSu makslas centrs Césis

info@alausa.org
www.alausa.org

Latvijas Nacionalas Operas Gilde ir patiesi gandarita
par sadarbibu un nozimigo atbalstu no ALAs!

Gildes ziedotaji jau 30 gadus ir atbalstijusi Latvijas
Nacionalas operas un baleta darbu.

Gilde veicina latvieSu opermuzikas atpazistamibu
un palidz LNO lepni nest Latvijas vardu pasaulé.

Gilde apvieno latvieSus ASV un pasaulé, kurus vieno
milestiba pret maziku, makslu un kultdru.

Gilde ir kluvusi par Jana Kalnina operas Hamlets jauniestudéjuma galveno
atbalstitaju. Pirmizrade paredzéeta Riga, 2022. gadajanvari:

Informacija par LNOG
www.lnogasv.org
info@lnogasv.org
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