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ALA President Meets Latvia’s President in Riga Castle

While attending the World
Federation of Free Latvians
board meeting in Riga, ALA
President Péteris Blumbergs,
was invited to meet Latvia’s
president Raimonds Véjonis
for an informal discussion.
During the 45 - minute meet-
ing, both leaders discussed
the results of president R.
Véjonis’ recent visit to the
Michigan National Guard
headquarters in Lansing, Michigan, as well as to the Kalamazoo and Chicago
Latvian communities. They also discussed the political situation in the United
States, possible ways for ALA to support Latvia’s political goals and the planned
celebration of Latvia’s Centennial in the United States. President VE&jonis ex-
pressed his interest in visiting the Latvian Song and Dance Festival in Baltimore
in 2017. Péteris Blumbergs thanked the President for his continued support of
the diaspora’s educational and cultural activities.
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ALA Grants Stipends to Families and Students in Latvia

The American Latvian Association’s
Director of Support and Aid to Latvia Of-
fice (SAL), Kaija Petrovskis, visited Latvia
in the first week of October and present-
ed stipends to 10 underprivileged, large
Latvian families (families with at least
three underage children living at home)
and scholarships to 16 students who are
orphaned or are members of underprivi-
leged large families.

ALA President Peteris Blumbergs and
the Secretary General of the World
Federation of Free Latvians, llze Garoza,
attended the event at the Hotel
“Gutenbergs”
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Sadarbiba ar Latvijas Republikas
Kultiras ministriju aizvaditaja
vasara 16 ASV un Kanadas latviesu
jauniesi veiksmigi stradaja
Amerikas latviesu apvienibas

jaunizveidotaja programma “Pavadi
vasaru Latvija”.
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Greetings and hest wishes for 2017 to all ALA members and supporters!

A word that seems popular in Latvia these days is “operativs,” or translated into Eng-
lish, “operational.” If an organization is accomplishing its goals, it is ... operational.
And | sometimes get asked by people about how operational we are here at the
American Latvian Association.

So here is a bullet point answer, summing up some of our work from 2016.

O

ALA sent a near-record number of kids to Latvia with our summer
programs to provide them an understanding of their grandparents’
homeland and hopefully a lifelong love for and interest in Latvia.
Forty five 8™-graders who graduated from Latvian schools participated in “Sveika, Latvija!” while 13
more American-Latvian kids participated in “Heritage Latvia,” a program similar to “Sveika, Latvijal!”, but
conducted in English.

ALA made major donations to the “crown jewel” programs of American-Latvian society, including the
Garezers Latvian Center in Michigan ($5,000) and the Catskills Summer Camp in New York ($5,000).
We also gave out scholarships to Garezers summer high school students totaling about $13,000 and an
additional $3,000 to kids attending the Kursa summer high school in Washington State.

ALA supported cultural activities in the United States, giving over $20,000 in seed money to the 2017
Latvian Song and Dance Festival to be held in Baltimore this July. We supported the national tour of the
popular cabaret show “Te hu més esam” with a $10,000 donation and helped sponsor the noted Latvian
film “Melanijas hronika” with a $5,000 grant to provide English subtitles.

ALA’s new summer internship program in Latvia enjoyed its second successful year with 18 college-aged
kids spending the summer at interesting workplaces including museums and cultural centers. For the first
time, we also collaborated with private employers including Tech Hub Riga and Funderful. We continue to
explore more diverse internship opportunities for American-Latvians.

ALA helped disadvantaged children living in Latvia, providing grants of $207,000. Funds were directed
toward college scholarships for the needy, to “daudzbérnu gimenes” (families with multiple kids), and
families with seriously ill children. Over the past 20 years, the program has raised and distributed over
$3,000,000. This past year, program founder Eriks Krimin$ of Milwaukee received the World Federation
of Free Latvians Annual Award ( PBLA Balva) for his life-time contribution to ALA’s program to help children
in Latvia as well as to various other important Latvian causes.

Your ALA representatives in Washington met with Latvian government representatives, including the
President of Latvia Raimonds VEjonis, Prime Minister Maris Kucinskis, Foreign Minister Edgars Rinkévics,
Defense Minister Raimonds Bergmanis, Speaker of the Saeima Inara Mirniece, Latvia’s National Bank
President llmars Rimsévics, and EU Commissioner Valdis Dombrovskis. We have also been active on
Capitol Hill and at the State Department, meeting frequently with American policy makers.

ALA held numerous seminars over the year highlighting the American-Latvian agenda and policy areas
requiring attention. Among other events, in March 2016 in Chicago we looked at Latvian political priorities,
in May 2016 in Los Angeles at our annual meeting we explored solutions to the Latvian demographic crisis
and ways to oppose pernicious Russian disinformation campaigns, and in September 2016 in Washington
D.C., we held a seminar on the (then upcoming) U.S. presidential election and its impact on Latvia.

And in perhaps our greatest challenge, ALA continues to monitor the unique situation presented by the
Trump presidency and the Administration’s apparent interest in thawing relations with Russia and Vladimir
Putin, possibly to the detriment of Latvia. ALA and its affiliates at the Joint Baltic-American National
Committee (“JBANC”) and the Central and East European Coalition (“CEEC”) have sent letters or met with
Trump nominees or surrogates, U.S. Senators and Congressmen, and leading think tank figures to defend
the Latvian agenda. We have urged continued NATO troop presence in the Baltic nations and condemned
the Russian invasion of Crimea and Eastern Ukraine, while supporting appropriate economic sanctions.
Frankly, this list presents just some of the good work that ALA has done and there are many other
highlights that we can perhaps share in other publications. We thank you for your past support
of ALA and the American-Latvian community which has made these accomplishments possible.
ALA is looking forward to your continued support in 2017!

Peteris Blumbergs,
President
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ALA Grants Stipends and Scholarshins t0 sy
Students and Large Families Duringthe
Annual Geremony in Riga

ALA’s “Support and Aid to Latvia” program continues the good
tradition of helping Latvia’s people in need under the leadership of
Mrs. Kaija Petrovskis from Milwaukee

The American Latvian Association’s Director of Support
and Aid to Latvia Office (SAL), Kaija Petrovskis, visited Lat-
via in the first week of October and presented stipends to
10 underprivileged, large Latvian families (families with at
least three underage children living at home) and scholar-
ships to 16 students who are orphaned or are members of
underprivileged large families.

The program is called the “Secure Bridge” (in Latvian:
“Drosais tilts”) and provides a secure channel or “bridge”
from donors in the U.S. to a needy child or family in Latvia.
The local efforts in Latvia are coordinated by Latvia’s larg-
est charity organization “The Children’s Fund of Latvia”
(“Latvijas Bérnu fonds).

Large low-income families are granted the stipend for two
years - $360 US Dollars every month. Student scholarships
are $2,000 US dollars per academic year, and are paid in
two installments — at the beginning of the school year and
after successful completion of the semester.

Successful students may receive additional scholarships in
subsequent years, up to a total of four years. Families and
students who receive stipends or scholarships are selected

after careful evaluation — a
process which takes place
in collaboration with “The
Children’s Fund of Latvia”
and local social services
organizations.

The “Secure Bridge” program provides important support
for Latvia’s future - it is an investment in young citizens
and their upbringing and education. Often this support
provides the springboard for a better future and ensures
positive momentum in ensuing years. These young peo-
ple, children and families will help to build Latvia’s future.
This is the 22nd year these stipends/scholarships have
been awarded. Many hundreds of children and students
have received monetary assistance. This assistance, just
shy of a total of three million dollars over the years, has
been funded by individual American Latvians — primarily
Latvian World War Il refugees through donations and tes-
tamentary bequests. Sincerest thanks to all of the donors
and SAL program supporters!

Please consider supporting this valuable program — go to
the ALA website for more information on how to sign up:
http://www.alausa.org/en/what-we-do/support-and-aid-

to-latvia/
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Kaija Petrovskis presented awards to families and students selected by the Latvian Children’s Foundation in a heartwarming annual
ceremony at the Gutenbergs Hotel in Riga. The ceremony was followed by a performance by the popular Latvian singer Aisha (Aija
Andrejeva) and lunch, all sponsored by the Foundation and Hotel Gutenbergs. Astrida Jansons, a longtime ALA representative to the
Children’s Foundation, as well as ALA Board Members Péteris Blumbergs, Janis Gramatins and Filips Andersons attended the event
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ALAs programmai

“Pavadi vasaru Latvija”
sekmiga otra vasara

Otraja gada “Pavadi vasaru Latvija!” programma
piedalijas 18 jauniesi — 14 no ASV, viens no Kanadas

un tris no Australijas. Programma tika izveidota arpus
Latvijas dzivojoSiem studentiem, lai dotu iespéju stradat
prakses darba kada Latvijas kultdras iestadé vai privata
uznémuma, tadejadi piedzivot ikdienas dzivi Latvija nevis
ka tlristam vai cieminam, bet mérktieciga darba.

Bet!, ko tad vini tieSi darija savos darbos? Katram
praktikantam bija uzdots vasaras beigas uzrakstit aprakstu
par saviem piedzivojumiem. Lasiet izvilkumus no vinu
rakstita:

“Sovasar man no Amerikas latvie$u apvienibas bija iespéja
piedzivot prakses darbu Latvija. Sis se$as nedé|as stradaju
Latvijas Nacionalaja bibliotéka (LNB). Jo bibliotéka ir

tik daudz daZadu darbu, es straddju viduvéji divos citos
kabinetos katrd nedéla. Man bija iespéja iepazities ar LNB
darbibu lasitavas, restaurdcija, komunikacijas, registratira
un citdas nodaldas.” (Mara Giga)

Mara Giga un Lija Krieva Latvijas Naciondlaja biblioteka

“Paréjo nedeélu stradaju vismilakaja lasitava - bérnu
nozare. Vaditdja man stastija par «Bérnu un jauniesu
ZUriju.” Mérkis bérnu ZUrijai ir lastt un vértét gramatas.
Vina devas uz konferenci augusta stastit par programmu
un lGdza, lai es uztaisu plakatu. lzdomaju, kas batu
vajadzigs, un iztulkoju anglu valoda.” (Lija Krieva)

“Pirmdien saku savu prakses darbu Latvijas Kultiras
akadémija (LKA). Jau pirmaja diena man bija iespéja
novérot, ka darbs “kultlras pasaulé” tiesi izskatas.
Piebiedrojos gan HABITUS, gan BaltieSu dziesmu svétku
komiteju sédés. Piecas nedé|as nodarbojos ar vairakiem
darbiem studiju departamenta - tulkoju vairdkas dalas
akadémijas mdjas lapai no latviesu uz anglu valodu,
rakstiju intervijas transkripciju, sakopoju studentu
atzimju lapas un kdrtoju kursu sarakstus datu bazé. Art
palidzéju akadémijai sagatavoties vairakiem pasakumiem:
Valpurgiem, 25. gadu jubilejas atklaSanas sédei, “Zinat
Makslu” konferencei un salidojumam. Mani visvairak
iespaidoja jubilejas atklGsanas séde. Vairaki godatie viesi
bija sabraukusi apsveikt akadémiju 25. jubileja - Valsts
prezidents Raimonds Véjonis, bijusi Valsts prezidente
Vaira Vike-Freiberga, kultlras ministre Dace Melbarde
un Raimonds Pauls! Tur gan jutos, ka sédéju starp
Latvijas slavenibam! Jubilejas atklasanas laika art tika
cepta sviniga maize, un visi svarigie viesi, kas apsveica
akadémiju, ari iespieda zimiti maizes kukull, lai simbolizétu
labu laimi un razu akadémijai!

Ka kultdras antropologijas studente es Joti baudiju iespéju
stradat akadémiskaja vidé. Kaut gan es pati stundas
akadémija neapmekléju, mani iedvesmoja bat starp
kultdras lektoriem un cilvékiem, kuri ir nonakusi kultiras
profesijas Latvija. Gan jau japadoma, ko darisu péc
bakalaura grada sanemsanas...” (Ariana Ule)

“ALA man piedavaja prakses darbu “Draugiem Group”, kur
atrodas visadi uznémumi. Es stradaju satura marketinga
komanda Cetriem uznémumiem — “Startupvitamins”,
“Behappy”, “Desktime” un “Printful”. Man lGdza rakstit
blogu ierakstus, tekstualo saturu majas lapam, e-pasta
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2016. gada vasaras ALAs prakses programmas dalibnieki ar saviem mentoriem Latvijas Nacionalaja biblioteka

kampanas, ka ari planot “Facebook” reklamas un socialo
mediju lapas saturu. Sis deva man iespéju pétit iespéjamo
karjeras virzienu un mdcities par globalo uznéméju
gaisotni. “Draugiem Group” bija loti forsa vide un bija
loti interesanti salidzinat darbibas stilus ar to, ko esmu
piedzivojusi Amerika.” (lize Vizule)

Tamara, lize, Laila

“Pirmaja diend “Draugos Group” iepazinos ar personam,
ar kuram man bija domats visvairak sadarboties sajas
nakamajas sesdas nedeélas — Jaliju, Noru un Kristu, visas no
marketinga komandas. Vinas man pajautdja par to, ko es
studéju un kas man interesé. Tad kad vinas uzzindja, ka
es studéju dizainu, mani uzreiz iepazistindja ar “Printful”
(viena no lielakajam “Draugiem Group” “start-up”
kompanijam) dizaineri Agnesi. Agnese man lika paradit
savus universitates dizaina darbus un uzreiz piedavaja
vairakus darbinus, pie kuriem varétu stradat tiesi sakara
ar dizainu — par to Joti priecajos!” (Laila Grosa)

“Prakse “Funderful” bija vienreizéja iespéja,
ko es atceréSos uz mizZu. Pirms saku darbu,
manas domas bija, ka darbs bis vienkarsi
garlaicigs un neiemdcisos neko. i doma
Joti atri aizgdaja prom, jo es daudz ko saku
madcities par “start-up” pasauli un visadam
lietdm. Mani kolégi bija loti jauki un forsi
cilvéki. Man dienas nelikas ka darba di-
enas. Visuma “Funderful” un $1 prakse bija
visslabakais piedzivojums, kas man ir bijis.”
(Nikolajs Veidis)

“Darbs archiva bija liels un interesants. Manas 5 nedelas
aizgdja loti atri. Bija daudz ko darit. Palidzéju ar projektu
“Emigracija esosSie Latvijas pilsoni ( 1946-1951) « . Sava

biroja straddju pie DP kartém. Projekta ir apméram 300+

Nikolajs Veidis ar darba kollégam uz Funderful jumta
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kastes, un es stradaju ar kasti Nr.
250. Kasté bija “M” uzvardi. Jatos
tuva ar visiem bégliem no Latvi-
jas, kuriem uzvards bija “Med-
nis”. Mana mentore Inese man
stastija, ka vina redz Sis kartes ka
misdiends “Facebook” Uz tam
bija cilvéka dzivesstasts, cilvéka
informacija , kur vins dzivoja,

kad dzima, skolas gaitas, kur vins
stradaja, visas gimenes locekli un
kura nometné vins nokluva.”
(Daina Jefimova)

“Nakamas nedélas Brivdabas mizeja
péc gadatirgus bija mierigakas. No
ritiem varéejam lenam pasédeét un
parundties, kameér izdzéram savu ritu

kafiju, pirms més kéramies pie darba.

Mes katru dienu darijam kautko
jaunu. Pieméram, daZreiz tirijam
keramiku vai izpurina@jam segas,
un citreiz més mazgajam dakstinus
(“roof shingles”) ar Slauku. Vispar
man bija ta sajuta, ka masu darbs
bija nozimigs un veértigs.”

(Inta Eilande)

“ST pagajusi vasara bija viena no
visizcilakajiem piedzivojumiem,

ko més, latviesu jauniesi, varam
sanemt. Vesela vasara zemé, par ko
mums visu miZu stastija nometnés,
latviesu skolds un dzirdéjam no
vecvecakiem un radiem. Stradajot
Makslas mizeja, dzivojot Rigad,
staigdjot pa skaistam ielam, es guvu
pieredzi ne tikai, ka bit pieaugusam
cilvekam - pérkot partiku, gatavojot
sev katru maltiti utt., bet ari guvu

Brivdabas mizeja praktikanti Papé - Emma,
Valdis, Laila, Martis, Inga, Liga un Ligas draugs

pieredzi, ka bdtu latvietim. Un ne
tikai «latvietim», kas ik pa reizei
aizbrauc uz balliti ar draugiem - kaut
kur draudzes ipasuma vai pavada
vasaras gaitas nometné, dzirdot, ka
draugi un savstarpéjie rund angliski,
bet latvietis, kas rund misu spécigaja
valoda, staigd ar basam kajam pa
jaras krasta baltajam smiltim, pa
Zemgales laukiem, édot svaigus
darzenus no tirgus, un, varbdt, ik pa
reizei baudot garsigu alinu ar miliem
draugiem iemilota kroga.

Es pavadiju daudz laika, stradajot
Latvijas Nacionala makslas mizeja
Informacijas punkta, rundjot ar
muzeja apmeklétajiem, tdristiem un
makslas bauditajiem. Man izndca
stradat mizeja kratuvé, gatavojoties
Jana Rozentdla 150. dzimsanas
dienas makslas izstadei. Man sandca
redzét vairaku makslinieku originalos
darbus, ieskaitot mana radinieka
Ernesta Abeles darbus. Vakaros
baudiju draugu kompaniju Vecrigas

ields, uzsdcot atmosfairu, kameér
saule lénam slid lejup, krasojot
debesis roza, oranZas. Latvija
netrikst, ko darit, - sakot no Latvijas
skaistas dabas un kiploku talkam,

- piedzivojumi ir ap katru stdri.
“Smadzenu skalosSana” stradaja - un
ka vél. Tagad tikai skaitu dienas,

« lidz atkal varu atgriezties Latvija

(un, cerams, ar vienvirziena bileti).”
(Aris Putenis)

Aris Putenis

Amerikas latvieSu apvieniba uzsaka
“Pavadi vasaru Latvija” programmu,
pateicoties dasnajam E. Freiberga
testamentarajam novéléjumam.
Tomer lidzekli Saja konta strauji
sariik ar katru vasaru. ST programma
ir augstu novértéta gan Latvija, gan

no pasu dalibnieku puses.

Ja jus vélétos atbalstit miisu latvieSu
jauniesu vasaras prakses darbu
Latvija, ALA labprat pienemtu
meérkziedojumus $ai programmai.
(Lai atbalstitu vienu jaunieti uz 6
nedélam, ir nepieciesami $2500,

bet ALA pienemtu jebkada lieluma
ziedojumu).

Lidzu, sutiet cekus ar noradi “Pavadi
vasaru Latvija” programmai uz ALAs
biroju: 400 Hurley Avenue, Rockville,
MD 20850. Ka vienmér — ziedojumi
ALAi ir atvelkami, ASV valsts
nodoklus aprékinot.
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Kongresa vadiba, ALAs valde un
darbinieki (no kreisas): Jolanta
Mockus, Maira BundZza, Ivars Miéuls,

Vija Markovs (sekretares un RK
pr-sédis, Anita Juberte, Vija Bérzina,
Dace Eglite, Raits Eglitis, Liga
Jekabsone, Martins Andersons, Sanita
Siimane, Roberts Sverns, Liga Ejupe,
Filips Andersons, Taira Zoldnere,
Janis Gramatins, Kaija Petrovska,
Dace Spanier, Toms Trautmanis, llze
Garoza, Andra Zommere,
Ruta Priedkalne - Zirne un
Péteris Blumbergs

ALAs 65. kongresa delegati, tiekoties Losandzelosa, Kalifornijas pavalsti, 2016. gada 29.aprili — 1. maija:

1.

10.

11.
12.

13.

Pateicas 65. kongresa Ricibas komitejai, 1pasi, tas priekSsédim lvaram Miculim par priek$zimigi noorganizétu
kongresu.

Pateicas LR arkartéjam un pilnvarotajam véstniekam ASV Andrim Razanam, Stanforda Universitates pétniecei
Elgai Zalttei, filmas ,Generalplans” veidotajam Ingai Springei un Sanitai Jembergai, Latvijas Okupacijas mlzeja
direktoram Gunaram Nagelam, pétniecei Intai Mierinai par izciliem priekslasijumiem.

Pateicas Biedru nozares vaditajam Vilnim Orem un sekretarei Marisai Gudrajai par lielo darbu un devumu ALAs
valdé.

Atkartoti pauz atbalstu Latvijas Okupacijas mlzeja Nakotnes nama projektam un aicina Saeimu grozit Latvijas
Okupacijas muzeja likumu, pieskirot projektam nacionala interesu objekta statusu. Uzdod ALAs Informacijas
nozarei rakstveida sazinaties ar visiem Saeimas deputatiem, aicinot paust atbalstu Okupacijas mizeja
rekonstrukcijai un paplasinasanai péc G. Birkerta projekta LatvieSu strélnieku laukuma 1.

Aicina ALAs valdi turpinat nacionalpolitisko darbu un iesp€ju robezas atbalstit Apvienotas baltieSu komitejas un
Centralas un Austrumeiropas koalicijas darbibu.

Atkartoti pauz atbalstu Ukrainas tautai cina pret Krievijas agresiju un aicina rietumvalstu valdibas turpinat
iesaktas ekonomiskas un politiskas sankcijas pret Krieviju.

Aicina atbalstit ekonomiskas sadarbibas veicinasanas centienus starp Latviju un ASV, taja skaita, Latvijas
Investiciju un attistibas agentliras parstavniecibas atjaunosanu ASV, ka art Amerikas Tirdzniecibas palatas Latvija
un Latvijas Tirdzniecibas un ripniecibas kameras uzsakto uznémeéjdarbibas kontaktu tikla veidoSanu , Gateway to
the USA”.

Atzinigi novérté ASV prezidenta Obamas administracijas uzsakto European Defense Initiative un lidzek|u
CetrkarSosanu Austrumeiropas militarajam atbalstam, aicina ASV valdibu novirzit un Kongresu apstiprinat
nepiecieSamo $o lidzek|u dalu Baltijas valstu aizsardzibai — iero€u iegadei un militara personala izvietoSanai.
Aicina ALAs biedrus un latvieSu izcelsmes ASV pilsonus uzrunat savus parstavjus ASV Kongresa, aicinot tos
pievienoties Baltic Caucus.

Atbalsta Kalifornijas parstavja ASV Kongresa Eda Roisa (Ed Royce) iesniegto likumprojektu HR 2323, kas paredz
atjaunot “Radio Briva Eiropa“ darbibu, un aicina ALAs biedrus sazinaties ar saviem Kongresa ievélétajiem
parstavjiem atbalstit So iniciativu.

Aicina latvieSu organizacijas ASV planot un ASV latvieSus piedalities Latvijas simtgades svinibas.

Uzdod “SAL” nozarei turpinat pasreizéjas tris “Drosa Tilta” palidzibas programmas Latvijas latvieSu trlcigajam
daudzbérnu gimeném, smagos apstaklos nonakusiem individualiem bérniem, studentiem-bareniem un
studentiem no daudzbérnu gimeném.

Uzdod “SAL” nozarei izplatit visam latvieSu kopienam ASV — biedribam, draudzém, centriem, ALJAi u.c. filmas
,Safe Bridge” DVD kopiju ar lGgumu ziedot SAL nozarei, ka arT ievietot vietéjos medijos informaciju par ALAs
programmu ,,Drosais tilts”.
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14. Aicina delegatus steidzigi izplatit informaciju par Kursas vasaras vidusskolu biedribas, draudzés un latvieSu skolas
ASV, lai nodroSinatu tas turpmako pastavésanu.

15. Aicina Latvijas valdibu turpinat izveidotas latviesu diasporas atbalsta programmas izglitibas, kultdras,
ekonomiskas sadarbibas un remigracijas veicinasanas joma.

leteikumi:

1. Atbalsta ALAs majas lapas rekonstrukciju un modernizéSanu Informacijas nozares pasparné un jaunas, atseviskas
Latvijas simtgadei veltitas majas lapas izveidoSanu Kultiliras nozares pasparnég, ar noltku informét ASV latviesu
sabiedribu par simtgades notikumiem.

2. Atzistot sporta nozimi latvieSu sabiedribas saliedétibas veicinasana, iesaka katram latvieSu centram iegadaties
novusa galdu (informacija www.novussusa.com) un veicinat novusa spélésanu.
3. lesaka ALAs valdei l1dz 66. kongresam, balstoties uz pirmaja un otraja Trimdas latviesu archivu, materialas kultdiras

un bibliotéku konferencé ieliktajiem pamatiem, apsvért rikot seminaru par archivu materialu apstradasanu to
saglabasanai nakotné.
4. lesaka “SAL” nozarei censties savakt $500 000 ziedojumus Latvijas tricigajiem bérniem Latvijas simtgadei.

Ainas no kongresa: (pulkstenraditdja virziena) kongresa prezidijs: sekretare Maira BundZa, viceprieksséde Vija Bérzina, vaditajs Martins
Andersons, vicepriekssédis Ivars Miculs, sekretares Vija Markovs, Ruta Priedkalne - Zirne, Jolanta Mockus; delegati balso par budZetu; Taira
Zoldnere apsprieZas ar Goda viesiem - véstnieku Andri Razanu un LOM direktoru Gunaru Nagelu; ALAs priekssédis Péteris Blumbergs un

generalsekretdrs Raits Eglitis pasniedz véstniekam A. Razanam ALAs Dzintara Goda biedra piespraudi; priekssézi P. Blumbergs un J. Kukainis
sveic bijuso priekssédi Valdi Pavlovski dzimSanas diena; kasiere Dace Spanier un vinas paligs Janis Gramatins aizstav 2016. gada budZetu
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PBLA svin 60. jubileju ar koferenci un valdes

sedi Riga

PBLA atskatas uz paveikto un iezimé tas lomu nakotné

Aizvaditais gads Pasaules brivo latvieSu apvieniba tika
aizvadits 60. jubilejas zimé. Tam par godu 2016. gada oktobri
PBLA Riga izskanéja Pasaules latvieSu koru mizikas koncerts
un norisinajas PBLA 60. gadskartai veltita konference, kuras
uzmanibas centra bija PBLA ieguldijums Latvijas neatkaribas
atjaunosSana un stiprinasana, ka ari PBLA loma un galvenie
uzdevumi nakotné.

Atziméjot PBLA darbibas 60. gadskartu un pasaulé dzivojoSo
tautieSu ieguldijumu Latvijas attistiba un kultdras dzive, 2016.
gada 4.oktobriJazepa Vitola Latvijas Muzikas akadémija (JVL-
MA) izskanéja Pasaules
latvieSu kora muzikas
koncerts, kura norisi
sadarbiba ar JVLMA
izkartoja PBLA Kulttras
fonda priekssédis Ju-
ris Kenins. Koncerta
repertuaru, kas ietvéra
latvieSu komponis-
tu darbus no piecam
valstim un tris latviesu
komponistu paaudzém,
dirigeja 12 Latvijas
labakie kordirigenti.
Koncerta norisi finansiali
atbalstija LatviesSu Dzie-
smu svetku biedriba
Kanada.

Dienu vélak, 5. oktobr1

Riga, Mazas Gildes telpas, PBLA sadarbiba ar Latvijas Zinatnu
akadéemiju rikoja konferenci, kura ar priekslasijumiem
piedalijas gan kadreizéjie PBLA priek$sézi, gan vésturnieki,
gan PBLA daliborganizaciju vaditaji. Par PBLA darbibas
pirmssakumiem un ieguldito darbu Latvijas neatkaribas
atjaunosana konference referéja kadreizéjie PBLA priekssézi
Uldis Grava un Olgerts Pavlovskis, atgadinot klausitajiem
par daudzajam politiskajam akcijam, ko PBLA istenoja
septindesmitajos un astondesmitajos gados Eiropas DroSibas
un sadarbibas apspriedes ietvaros, lai nepielautu Latvijas
okupacijas atziSanu un aizstavetu latvieSu tautas intereses
un neatkarigas Latvijas ideju pasaulé. Starp daudzajam PBLA
aktivitatem nepieminét nedrikst ar PBLA lomu Kopenhagenas
tribunala sartkoSana un atbalstu Baltijas Brivibas un Mie-
ra kugim 1985. gada, atbalstu PBLA Informacijas biroju
darbibai un nacionalpolitiskam aktivitatém Latvija TreSas

No kreisds: PBLA bijusie vaditaji: Martins Sausins, Uldis Grava, Vaira Paegle,
Olgerts Pavlovskis un pasreizéjais prieksédis Janis Kukainis

Atmodas perioda. Plasaks apskats par PBLA darbibu Latvijas
neatkaribas atjauno$anas uzdevuma atrodams U. Gravas
Sovasar izdotaja autobiografija ,Taluma, bet ne sveSuma®“
bet par akcijam, kas tikusas istenotas O. Pavlovska vadib3,
plasaka informacija bls lasama referatu krajuma, kas ietvers
PBLA 60. gadskartas konferencé prezentétos priekslasijumus.
Par Latvijas Brivibas fonda ieguldijumu PBLA darbiba
konferencé referéja LBF parvaldes priek$sédis, atgadinot,
ka 1973. gada dibinatais LBF vél joprojam ir galvenais
PBLA finanséjuma avots. ,Pateicoties vairak neka 3300 LBF
biedriem un atbalstitajiem,
LBF kapitala ieguldijumi kop$
dibinasanas 1973. gada Ilidz
2015. gadam auglos devu-
Si vairak neka piecus miljo-
nus ASV dolaru, kas izlietoti
darbam Latvijas brivibas un
neatkaribas atgusanas un val-
sts atjaunosSanas laba, pédéjos
gados pastiprinati pievérsot
uzmanibu latvieSu kopienas
uzturésanai arpus Latvijas,”
konferencé skaidroja J. Lucs.

Ar referatu konferencé uzstajas
arivéesturnieks Andrejs Plakans,
skaidrojot trimdas politiskas
darbibas pirmssakumus, un
vésturnieks Ainars Lerhis,
aprakstot un analizéjot trim-
das organizaciju sadarbibu ar Latvijas diplomatisko dienestu
perioda lidz Latvijas neatkaribas atjaunosanai. Par PBLA lomu
atjaunotas Latvijas neatkaribas un droSibas stiprinasana
referéja PBLA priekSsédis Janis Kukainis, kurs divtiksto$o gadu
sakuma ASV vadija kampanu par Latvijas uznemsanu NATO.
Parskatu par PBLA darbibas novértéjumu Latvija sniedza
SKDS vaditajs Arnis Kaktins, bet Latvijas Zinatnu akadémijas
Baltijas Stratégisko pétijuma centra vésturniece Kristine
Bekere atgadinaja par nepiecieSamibu glabat liecibas par
savu darbibu un skaidrot pasiem savu vésturi.

PBLA loma pagatné un nakotné

Latvijas TreSas atmodas lideris, Latvijas Tautas frontes
priek$sédétajs Dainis Ivans sava konferences uzruna raksturo-
ja PBLA ka Latvijas valsts kontinuitates garantu un ka simbolu,
kas vedinajis uz parliecibu, ka Latvijas tauta var bt briva. ,Ja
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jus nebatu gribéjusi un ja jus nebdtu panakusi, tad nebltu
nedz $is Amerikas Balss, nebGtu okupacijas neatziSanas fakta,
nebdtu art latvieSu tautas organizacijas un gribas atjaunot
savu neatkaribu,” sacija D. Ivans.

To, ka PBLA un Tautas Frontei péc lielam sakotnéjam
grutibam bija izdevies satikties un sadarboties, Tautas frontes
priekSsédétajs novertéja ka arkartigi nozimigu notikumu art
Baltijas konteksta. ,[Tolaik] Latvija bija vissliktaka situacija
- visvairak sovjetizéta, visvairak parkrievota, Baltijas kara
apgabala $tabs ar 200 000 militaro kontingentu. Viss vienas
militarajas bazés. Vidéja darbibas radiusa kodolraketes.
Dubulti ¢ekistu zinoSanas [ | B k
un spiegos$anas tikli, kas A -
uzmanija katru cilvéku. Un,
ja més - trimda un Latvijas
organizacija - nespétu rast
kopigu valodu, tad Atmo-
da varéja izgazties. Un ja
bltu izgazusies Atmoda
Latvija, tad briva nebdtu
ne Lietuva, ne ari Igauni-
ja vai armT més butu kaut
kadi sateliti ka Neatkarigo
Valstu Savieniba,” noradija
D. Ivans.

Veértéjot talako sadarbibu
Latvijas atjaunotas
neatkaribas sakuma ga-
dos, kadreizéja PBLA
priekSséde Vaira Pae-
gle, sava uzruna sniedza
rezervétu noveértéjumu
par to, cik liela méra PBLA
un trimdas sabiedribai
izdevies ietekmét Latvi-

Péteris Blumbergs sava uzruna ieziméja ALAs Tpaso devumu
PBLA, izcelot to, ka ASV politiska kultira veicinajusi politiski
aktivas latviesu kopienas izveidi ASV, no kurienes nakusi tadi
latvieSu sabiedribas lideri, ka kadreizéjie PBLA priek$sézi
Uldis Grava un Olgerts Pavlovskis un daudzi citi. P.Blumberga
ieskata, svarigi ari ir tas, ka amerikani, taja skaita Amerikas
latvieSi, spéj domat ,lieli un nospraust augstus mérkus,
ka pieméru minot, Latvijas uznem$anu NATO. Ne nemazak
svariga esot ASV iedzivotaju turiba un ziedoSanas kultira,
ka art ASV loma ka brivas pasaules liderim, kas var spélét
nozimigu lomu Latvijas droSibas aizstavibas laba. Raugoties
T | nakotnég, P.Blumbergs
N8 N uzskata, ka PBLA
%_ jaturpina bt aktiviem
Latvijas intereSu
i aizstavibas joma, ka
pieméru minot, sank-
ciju lobésSanu pret
Krieviju. Tapat vina
ieskata PBLA viens
no svarigiem uzde-
vumiem ir ietekmét
Latvijas politiku
no arpuses, snied-
zot skatu no malas.
Tapat P.Blumbergs
d akcentéja, ka PBLA
esot iespéja nakt
ar vértigam idejam
attieciba uz tas télu
pasaulé. Vienlaikus
organizacijai esot
: svarigi sargat savus
[idzek|us, lai ta varétu

DL TR A LAARAMM tureinat darbib

e

nakotné.

. litisk “PBLA-60" konferenci uzruna bij. Tautas Frontes vaditdjs Dainis Ivans. L . . ib
Jas politiskos procesus un Paneldiskusija piedalds, Ivars ljabs, Vaira Paegle, Janis Kukainis, Arnis Kaktins atviesu apvienibas

politisko kultdru. ,Daudz
kas ir mainijies Latvijas 25
atjaunotas neatkaribas ga-
dos, tacu, [més] neesam
spéjusi izmainit tas politis-
ko kultlru, kas ar savam 18 valdibam balstas uz savtigam
personigam un partejiskam interesém un kaveé Latvijas eko-
nomisko izravienu,” sacija V. Paegle. Raugoties nakotnég, V.
Paegle uzskata, ka PBLA izaicinajums ir iejlgt to ,politiskas
ietekmes energiju, kas virmo plasaja Latvijas diaspora“
ieskaitot parakstu vaksanas iespéjas interneta, ,lai
iekustinatu politiskaja ledaja iesaldétas valsts parvaldes
strukturalas reformas, bez kuram Latvija nekad nek|Gs par
sesto Zieme|valsti“.

Runajot par PBLA lomu nakotné PBLA daliborganizaciju
skatijuma, Amerikas latvieSu apvienibas (ALA) priekssédis

un Kristine Bekere.

PBLA daliborganizaciju vaditdji: llze Garoza, generalsekretare,
Péteris Blumbergs, ALA, Kristine Saulite, Australija, Kristaps Grasis, Eiropa,
Lauma Vlasova, Krievija, Renate de Karvalo - Albrehta, Dienvidamerika un

Andris Kesteris, Kanada.

Australija un Jaunzélandé
(LAAJ) priek$seéde Kristine
Saulite uzsvéra, ka
PBLA savos 60 gados ir
darijusi lielu lobija darbu,
uzdrikstoties gan savas mitnes zemés, gan Latvija runat
par lietam, par kuram daudzi citi neruna. ,,Muasu loma [arT
turpmak] bis uzdrikstéties runat par lietam un jautajumiem,
kurus citi varbGt neatlaujas cilat dazadu iemeslu péc,” skai-
droja K. Saulite. Ka svarigu punktu K. Saulite izcéla to, ka
PBLA nav politiska partija, bet parstav latvieSu organizacijas
lielakajas pasaules valstis. Jaatzime, ka LAAJ turpina aktivi
darboties latviskas izglitibas un kultdras uzturésanas joma,
bet ST gada 29.-30.decembri pirmo reizi kopa ar PBLA un
Latvijas Republikas Arlietu rikos pirmo Pasaules latvie$u
ekonomikas un inovaciju arpus Latvijas ar fokusu uz Klusa
okedna un Azijas regionu.
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Eiropas latviesu apvienibas (ELA) priekssédis Kristaps Grasis
ka prioritaros darbibas virzienus gan ELA, gan PBLA darbiba
izvirzija latvisko izglitibu, kultGru un pilsoniskas lidzdalibas
veicinasanu. Eiropas latvieSu diaspora, K. Grasa skaidrojuma,
ir ,loti strauji pieaugoss organisms ne tikai pédéjos 15 ga-
dos, bet it seviski pédéjos desmit un, vél vairak, pédéjos
piecos gados.” ELA priek$sédis vienlaikus centas atspékot
priek$statu, ka Eiropas latviesu diasporu veido kaut kadi
Jlaimes meklétaji, kas ,skréjusi prom uz Irijam stradat slik-
tos darbos”. ,Més sen atrodamies daudzas Eiropas valstis
darba migracijas procesa, kur cilvéki ir devusies, izmantojot
iespéjas, kadas Eiropas Savieniba dod. Més runajam par
daudziem augsti izglitotiem, profesionaliem cilvékiem, kas ar
visam gimeném parcélusies uz vienu vai otru valsti,” sacija K.
Grasis, piebilstot, ka jaunajai diaspora saite ar Latviju ir liela,
ari geografisku iemeslu dél. ,PBLA, ja ta grib kadu nakotni,
tad tai ir jasasniedz So diasporu, kas ir lielaka neka trimda
jelkad ir bijusi, un neizskatas, ka ta klis mazaka. K. Grasis arT
piebilda, ka $ai diasporai asimilacijas temps ir daudz atraks
neka trimda jebkad tas ir bijis. ,,Mums ko darit ir diezgan,
bet, ja més neiesim pie diasporas cilvékiem, tad més viniem
ari neko nenozimésim,” piebilda K. Grasis.

LatvieSu nacionalas apvienibas Kanada priekssédis Andris
Kesteris piekrit paréjiem PBLA daliborganizaciju priekSséziem,
ka ,,PBLA ka jumta organizacija mums visiem ir nepiecieSama®“.
A. Kesteris uzsver, ka tuvaka nakotné PBLA vajadzétu aktivak
iesaistities cina pret Krievijas dezinformaciju. Bet ilgtermina
ka lielako izaicinajumu izce) jaunatnes un jauniebraucéju ie-
saisti diasporas latvieSu organizaciju dzivé, no kuriem daudzi
Sobrid neesot ieintereséti sabiedrisko organizaciju dzive, un
neintereséjoties ari par Latvijas politiku un ikdienas dzivi.

DazZadas iespéjas un vajadzibas

Krievijas latvieSu kongresa priekSséde Lauma Vlasova
atzime, ka KLK, kas Sogad atzimé 20 darbibas gadus, jltas
ka ,bara bérns, kas ir panemts gimené*“. ,,20 gadus atpakal
meés organizéjamies un iek]avamies PBLA sastava uz pilnigi
citiem noteikumiem. Ja jebkura cita daltbvalsts, kas ir PBLA
sastava, nes savu pienesumu, lai PBLA varétu pastavét un
darit tos darbus, kas visiem ir kopigi, més esam néméji.
Lidz sai dienai més neko nevaram dot. Par PBLA nakotni,

- ja PBLA nebds, tad nakosa diena més ari nebdsim. Jo, lai
cik tas ir jocigi, pa Siem 20 gadiem més nevienam neesam
vajadzigi,” skaidro L. Vlasova.

Ka to atzimé KLK prieksséde, tie latviesi, kas dzivo Krievija,
nedzivo briva valsty, lidz ar to KLK daliba politiskos jautajumos
neesot iespéjama. ,,Més nedomajam savadak, bet més
to nedrikstam atlauties,” piebilst L.VIasova. Daudzu gadu
garuma PBLA kopa ar arzemju latvieSu baznicu apmaksajusi
latvieSu skolotaju darbu Krievija, ka art nodrosinajusi Krievijas
latvieSiem iespéju piedalities 3x3 nometnés, iegit latvisko
pieredzi folklora un svétku svinésana. Raugoties nakotné,
KLK prieksséde novél: ,Lai ze| un plaukst, jo tad més ari kaut
ka nebat vél izdzivosim!“

Dienvidamerikas un Karibu latvieSu apvienibas priekSséde
Renate Albrehta uzsver, ka PBLA daliborganizaciju paustais
redzéjums atspogulo PBLA batibu. ,Més visi esam latviesi,
bet katrs sava mitnes zemé tomeér tik Joti atskirigi, ar tik
atskirigam vajadzibam un iespéjam, politisko situaciju utt.
Un, ja nebdtu PBLA, kur$ gan cits mds varétu parstavét,
pieklauvéjot art pie Latvijas valdibas durvim. Saprotams,
ka lielakam organizacijam tas ir vieglak, parstavot lielaku
latviesu kopienu, bet mazakam — §1 ir masu balss. PBLA ir
masu balss un arT masu viedoklis var nok|at tur, kur tam
janok]ast,” skaidro R. Albrehta. Dienvidamerikas latviesu
apvienibas aktivitates bija jGtamas Latvijas neatkaribas
gados, bet péc neatkaribas atjaunosanas noticis atslabums.
Ar sédekla parnesanu uz Braziliju, uznemti jauni apgriezieni
un DAKLA darbiba jatama ,otra elpa“. , Par nakotni runajot,
piekritu, ka PBLA ir jabat balsij arT tiem, kuri paSi nevar vai
kadu iemeslu dé] nespé&j uzrunat, un jarlpéjas par izglitibu
un kultdru. Ja mums nebds So projektu un nebils PBLA at-
balsta, ja més nespésim ieinteresét jaunos macities latviesu
valodu, braukt uz Latviju, intereséties par vésturi, kultdru,
bat aktiviem mUsu organizacija, neskatoties uz to, ka Brazilija
dzivo tiikstoSiem latvieSu, tad mums nebs nakotne, ja mums
nebUs ST PBLA atbalsta,” skaidro R. Albrehta.

Sédes svinigaja atklasana: Péteris Blumbergs, ALA, Janis Kukainis,
PBLA, arlietu ministrs Edgars Rinkévics un Andris Kesteris, LNAK

e e Mnis K

PBLA priekssédis Janis Kukainis un vina vietniece Kristine Saulite no
Australijas vada jubilejas sédi
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PBLA valdes sede Riga 2016. gada oktobri pienemtas rezoliicijas

Pasaules Brivo latviesu apvienibas valde, tiekoties no 2016. gada 5. lidz 7. oktobrim
PBLA 60. jubilejas valdes sédé Riga:

1. Pateicas Latvijas Republikas Ministru prezidentam Marim Kucinskim, arlietu ministram Edgaram Rinkévi¢am,
kultiras ministrei Dacei Melbardei, izglitibas un zinatnes ministram Karlim Sadurskim, ekonomikas ministram Arvilam
A3eradenam un Arlietu ministrijas Specialo uzdevumu véstniekam Atim Sjanitam par dalibu PBLA gadskartéjas valdes
sédes norise;

2. Pateicas PBLA Kultdras fonda priek$sédim Jurim Keninam un Jazepa VTtola Latvijas Muzikas akadémijas rektoram
Artim Simanim par izcili noorganizéto PBLA jubilejas sédes ieskanas koncertu Latvijas Mizikas akadémija un studentiem
un dirigentiem par lielisko priekSnesumuj;

3. Pateicas PBLA 60 konferences rikotajiem — PBLA darbiniekiem un Latvijas Zinatnu Akadémijai, Talavam Jundzim
un Kristinei Bekerei personigi, ka ari konferences referentiem un daltbniekiem par sniegto apskatu par PBLA ieguldijumu
Latvijas neatkaribas atjaunosana un tas stiprinasana;

4. Apsveic NATO Varsavas samita [emumu stiprinat drosibas situaciju Baltijas valstis, tur izvietojot kaujas spéjigus
militaros bataljonus, un pateicas Kanadas valdibai par atbildibas uznemsanos izvietot savas valsts militaros spékus Latvija
Sim nolukam;

5. Atkartoti aicina latviesSu sabiedriskas organizacijas aktivi turpinat nacionali politisko darbu savas mitnu zemes,

lai atbildétu Krievijas raditajam geopolitiskajam saspiléjumam Eiropa, seviski Ukraina, ka ari dot pretsparu arvien
pieaugosajai Krievijas propagandas un dezinformacijas kampanai pret Baltijas valstim, aktivi piedaloties véstures
skaidroSana un melu apkarosana;

6. Aicina Amerikas LatvieSu apvienibu un LatvieSu Nacionalo apvienibu Kanada darit iesp&jamo, lai panaktu ASV un
Kanadas Iidzdaltbu NATO Stratégisko komunikaciju izcilibas centra darba Latvij3a;
7. Aicina Latvijas valdibu 1stenot konkrétu un mérktiecigu ricibu korupcijas apkarosana Latvija, nodrosSinat

caurspidigu kandidatu atlasi Korupcijas novérsanas un apkarosanas biroja vaditaja amata, risinat korupcijas apkarosanas
jautajumus péc batibas. Aicina Latvijas Ministru prezidentu ka KNAB parraudzibas institiciju uznemties atbildibu par
KNAB darbibas efektivitates nodrosinasanu;

8. Aicina Latvijas valdibu ieklausities Arvalstu investoru padomes un Latvijas uznéméju asociaciju, ki pieméram,
Latvijas Tirdzniecibas un rlpniecibas kameras, ieteikumos attieciba uz Latvijas énu ekonomikas mazinasanu,
uznémejdarbibas vides, maksatnespéjas procesu un tiesu sistémas darbibas sakartoSanu, un istenot konkrétu ricibas
planu So ieteikumu Tstenos$ana;

9. Aicina Latvijas Republikas Ministru prezidentu aktivizét péc 2015. gada notikusa Pasaules latvieSu ekonomikas un
inovaciju foruma izveidoto diasporas uznéméju konsultativo padomi ka pamatu Latvijas diasporas uznéméju un dazadu
nozaru specialistu ieteikumu apkoposanai un nodosanai Latvijas valdibas vaditajam un atbildigajam nozaru ministrijam.
Aicina padomes darbibas planoSana nemt véra esoSo padomes locekl|u ieteikumus attieciba uz tas sastava paplasinasanu
un darbibas efektivitates veicinasanu, ka ari Latvijas diasporas uznémeju un profesionalu apzinasanu, uzrunasanu un
iesaisti Latvijas tautsaimnieciba;

10. Pateicas Latvijas Republikas Arlietu ministrijai par sniegto materialo un moralo atbalstu Pasaules latvie$u eko-
nomikas un inovaciju foruma norisei Melburna, Australija, 2016. gada 29. un 30. decembri Australijas latvieSu 56.
Kultdras dienu norises nedé|a. Pateicas kultiras ministrei Dacei Melbardei un Arlietu ministrijas Specialo uzdevumu
véstniekam sadarbiba ar diasporu Atim Sjanitam par gatavibu piedalities foruma atklasana Australijas latviesu Kulttras di-
enu apmekléjuma ietvaros. Aicina Ekonomikas ministriju un LIAA lidzdarboties foruma programmas plano$ana un meérku
Istenosana;

11. Aicina Latvijas Republikas Ekonomikas ministriju un tas paklautiba esoSo Latvijas Investiciju un attistibas agentdru
sadarbiba ar Latvijas Republikas Arlietu ministriju, PBLA un pétniekiem izstradat stratégiju Latvijas diasporas iesais-

tei Latvijas tautsaimnieciba, balstoties uz citu valstu pozitivas prakses piemériem un Latvijas ekonomiskas attistibas
stratégiskajam prioritatém;

12. Izsaka atzinibu Latvijas Universitates Diasporas pétniecibas centram, Tirgus un sabiedriskas domas pétijumu cen-
tram SKDS un citam zinatniskajam iestadém par veiktajiem pétijumiem, kas atvieglo PBLA daliborganizaciju darbu mitnu
zemeés un veicina sapratni par latviesu diasporas iesaisti dzivé arvalstis;

13. Atzinigi novérté Latvijas Republikas Saeimas balsojumu, pienemot specialu likumu, kas pieskir Latvijas okupacijas
muzeja Nakotnes nama celtniecibas projektam nacionala blvprojekta statusu un aicina Latvijas valdibu gadat, lai muzeja
rekonstrukcija un Nakotnes nama piebive tiktu pabeigta lidz 2018. gada 18. novembrim;
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PBLA 60. jubilejas valdes sédes dalibnieki Riga viesnicas “Radi un draugi” konferencu zalé (no prieksséza Jana Kukaina skatu punkta): Janis
Andersons (PBLA parstavnieciba), Péteris Blumbergs (ALA), Kristine Saulite (LAAJ), Liga Ejupa (ALA), Andra Zommere (ALA) Taira Zoldnere (ALA),
Renate de Karvalo-Albrehta (DAKLA), Lauma Vlasova (KLK), Baiba Dolinska (PBLA sekretariats), lize Garoza (PBLA sekretariats), Atis Sjanits
(Arlietu ministrija), Daina Gross (PBLA Izglitibas padome), Juris Kenins (PBLA Kultiiras fonds), Anta Spunde (PBLA Izglitibas padome), Maris Piilis
(PBLA Izglitibas padome), Aira Priedite (PBLA Izglitibas padome), Péteris Strazds (LAAJ), Davids Darzins (LAAJ), Alberts Upeslacis (LNAK), Martins
Sausins (LNAK), Andris Kesteris (LNAK), Lilija Zobens (ELA), llze Sakars (ELA), Kristaps Grasis (ELA), Janis Lucs (LBF), Janis Gramatins (PBLA)

14. Izsaka pateicibu Latvijas valdibai par lidzsinéjo finansialo atbalstu Latvijas diasporai izglitibas un kultdras joma;
15. Aicina Latvijas Republikas Izglitibas un zinatnes ministriju un Arlietu ministrijas diplomatisko dienestu rast veidu,
ka atjaunot iespéju latvieSu valodas skolotajiem no Latvijas klatiené macit latviesu valodu latvieSiem Krievija, palidzot
parvarét skérsJus un nesakartotos juridiskos jautajumus;

16. Aicina Latvijas valdibu (1ZM, AM) sadarbiba ar ES atbildigajam institlcijam Tstenot dzivé Eiropas kopienu padomes
direktivu 77/486/EEC par migréjoso darba némeéju bérnu izgltibu, 1977, kuras 3. pants nosaka, ka “Dalibvalstis, saskana
ar tajas pastavosajiem apstakliem un tiesibu sistémam un sadarbiba ar izcelsmes valstim, veic attiecigus pasakumus,

lai 1. panta minétajiem bérniem lidztekus visparéjai izglitibai veicinatu ari dzimtas valodas un izcelsmes valsts kulttras
macisanu”;

17. Aicina Latvijas Republikas lzglitibas un zinatnes ministriju un tas pakjautibas iestades sadariba ar PBLA izstradat
diasporas izglitibas attistibas koncepciju, kas ietver ari remigracijas izglitibas vadlinijas un mantotas valodas apguves pro-
grammu, lai latviesu valodu macitu sistematiski, to vértéjot atbilstosi valodas prasmes [imeniem;

18. Aicina IZM izveidot diasporas skolénu apmainas programmu, kas dotu iespéju latviesu diasporas bérniem zinamu
laika posmu macities Latvijas skolas un labak iepazities ar Latviju;
19. Atkartoti mudina PBLA daliborganizacijas informét un atgadinat par iespéju iegut Latvijas pilsonibu un aicina

Latvijas valdibu un Arlietu ministriju aktivi izmantot véstniecibu un konsulatu tiklu, lai popularizétu Latvijas pilsonibas
iegUsanas iespéjas;

20. Aicina Latvijas Republikas Kultdras ministriju, istenojot darbu pie Nacionalas identitates, pilsoniskas sabiedribas
un integracijas politikas pamatnostadnu izstrades nakamajam darbibas periodam, atdalit diasporas jautajumus no
plasaka integracijas politikas ietvara un izstradat atseviSku politikas planosanas dokumentu Latvijas diasporai. Aicina
stiprinat Latvijas Republikas Arlietu ministrijas lomu diasporas politikas izstradé un Tsteno$an3;

21. Atkartoti pateicas Latvijas Republikas Kultdras ministrijai un Arlietu ministrijai par PBLA iesaisti Latvijas valsts
simtgades svétku planosSana un aicina PBLA daliborganizacijas aktivi iesaistities svétku sagatavosana un svinésana Latvija
un savas mitnu zemés. Atzinigi noverté Latvijas valdibas un FinanSu ministrijas |Emumu katru gadu uz tris gadiem lidz
Latvijas simtgadei atveélét EUR 100 000 valsts budZeta diasporas Latvijas Simtgades pasakumu atbalstam pasaulg;

22. Pateicas Latvijas Republikas Kultlras ministrijai, visam Latvijas valsts iestadém un uznémumiem, kuri 2016. gada
vasara nodrosinaja diasporas jaunieSiem prakses iespéjas Latvija.
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AMERIKAS LATVIESU APVIENTBA SVEIC VISUS AUGSTAKO PAKAPIU - . .
BIEDRUS, KAS AIZVADITAJA GADA PIEVIENOJAS ALAS SAIMEI VAI ART ALAS hiedni

PRAAUGSTINAJA SAVU BIEDRA PAKAPI!

Dzintara biedri
411.Eviks Paegle, Seattle, WA
412. Dzintris Vallis, Dana Point, CA 7018. Lija Erika Abele, Madison, AL
413. Vija Markovs, Brighton, MI 7019. Austra Asaritis, Amherst, NY

7020. Jekabs Kramens, Bellevue, WA
7021. Sanita Siimane, Aliso Viejo, CA
7022. Ilze Garoza, Mechanicsburg, PA

414. Atis Markovs, Brighton, M1
415. Mara Colman, Grand Rapids, MI

Zelta miiia hiedre 7023. Dainis Butners, Arlington, VA
7024. Aleks Talis Lazdins, Albany, CA
1695. Gunta Vilcins, Chicago, IL 7025. Kaija Mara Briedis, Roselle, IL
MiiZa biedri 7026. Lilija Laima Briedis, Roselle, IL

7027. Helmuts Lackajs, Park Ridge, IL

7028. Benita Eichenfeld Lackajs, Park Ridge, IL
7029. Laila Kalnina, New York, NY

7030. Evija Laila Allison, Ada, M1

7013. Martins Piitelis, Carmel, IN

7014. Lilija Pitelis, Carmel, IN

7015. Laila Mednis, Kintnersville, PA

7016. Gundega Lauma Abele, Madison, AL

7017. Aija Larisa Abele, Madison, AL Paldies arvisiem miisu uzticamajiem
Gada hiedriem!

=N  Esvélos athalsm ALAs darbu, kinstot par biedru $ad3 pakape:

D Gada biedrs $30 D Miiza biedrs $300 D Zelta Miiza biedrs $800 D Dzintara biedrs $2,000

Pensionariem  $20 Iespejams nomaksat gada laika Iespejams nomaksat tris gadu laika Iespéjams nomaksat piecu gadu laika

Vards

Adrese

taw. Dzim§anas gads: __ __ _ Ceks $

[ JVISA [ ] MASTERCARD  CARD #

Exp. date Signature

EDRU PIETEIKSANAS VEIDLAPA

== Liudzu, izvélieties biedra pakapi, izgrieziet So veidlapu un kopa ar ALAs varda rakstitu ¢eku vai naudas parvedumu nosiitiet uz American Lat-
B8 vian Association, 400 Hurley Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850-3121. Ja Jiis jau esat ALAs biedrs kada pakape, tad varat sasniegt augstaku biedra
pakapi, piemaksajot starpibu starp Jisu iemaksato summu un nakamo pakapi. ALAs biedru maksas ir atvelkamas, aprékinot valsts nodoklus.

% MES PATEICAMIES PAR JUSU ATBALSTU - TAS PALIDZES MUMS STIPRINAT LATVIESU SAITES ASV UN VEICINAS SADARBIBU AR LATVIIU.
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ZIEBOI“MI AlAi Pateicamies visiem un ikvienam, kas ziedojusi 2016. gada, athalstot
ALAs centienus uzturét latvieSu sabiedribu ASV, ka aripalidzet Latvijail

$100 000 un vairak John Priedits Estate, Elmars un Dzidra Ozolin§ Bequest

$20 000 - $99 000  Inara un Janis Apini, Karla Cirula testamentarais noveléjums, Mudites Ledet
testamentarais novelejums, Evarista Berzina testamentarais novelejums, Laimdotas Sausais

testamentarais novelejums

$1000-$10000 Vija un Atis Markovi, Andrejs Eglite, Arturs Grava, Julijs Vilde, Arkadija
Strazdina testamentarais novelejums, Evarists Berzin$(xy), Ingrida Thomas, Eriks
Blumbergs, Lynda Kauls, Sandra Kronite un Uldis Sipols, Gunars Beérzins, Lacu gimenes
fonds, Juris Dakters, Justs Karlsons, Dace un Arnis Kini, Vidvuds Celtnieks, anonims, Atis
Freimanis, Zaiga Phillips, Inta Vodopals, John Medveckis, Inta un Edgars Bari, Daina un
Janis Luci,  Vija un Leons Liepas, Andris Baltins, Rasma un Osvalds Beltes, Inara un
Eriks Kriimini, Karla Auzana fonds, The Lubrizol Foundation, Oregonas latvieSu biedriba,
The Kampe Foundation, Apvienota Linkolnas latvieSu ev.lut. draudzes Damu komiteja,
Oregonas latvieSu ev.lut.draudze, Vilimantikas latvieSu ev.lut.draudze

$500 - $900 Janis M. Riekstins, Laimonis U.Vitols, Maija un Talivaldis Paegle, Maija
un Imants lkstrumi, Andris Ramans, Valija un Modris Galenieki, Manfreds Munters,
Daina un Andris Udyi, Vaida Nikolic, Aija Horton, Anita un Maris Juberti, Marija Fine,
Valda Kalnins-Levy, Silvija un Gunars Birkerti, Roberts Blumbergs, Zigrida Sekste, Vitauts
Hazners, Rasma un John Finlayson, Anda Staab, Juris Zagarins, Sigurds Brivkalns,
Aina Pamovskis, Karlis Kirsis, llona Kisis, Iréne un John BrieZi, Manfreds Ziverts,
Laura un Anrew Ozolini, Selga Pétersons, Baltinu gimenes fonds, Milvoku latviesu ev.lut.
Sv. Trisvienibas draudze, Mineapoles-St. Paulas latvieSu ev.lut.draudze, Nelson S. Talbott
Foundation, Ziemelkalifornijas latvieSu biedriba

3250 - $450 Ara Pumpurs, Inese Klavins, Ilse Stalis, Laima un Bertrams Zarini, Linda
un Martin§ Duhms, Vera un Ilmars Dambergi, Gunta un Arijs Pakalni, Vitauts Jurévics,
Guna Mundhetm, Vija Morton, Peteris Kazaks, Dace Kezbers, Artirs Kilkuts, Mara un
Roberts Memeni, Ivars Mellups, Roberts Kukainis, Aivars Kuplis, Anna Marasco, Juris
Macs, Biruta LePoullouin, Daina Ledins, Andris Camerota, Janis Biimentals, Rasma
Upmanis, Arvids Blodnieks, Juris Blodnieks, Anita un Elmars Bilseni, Laila un Janis
Bibelnieki, Gunars Bekmans, Guntis Bebrekarklis, Anita un Roberts Bataragi, Ausma un
Imants Zeidlickis, Lilija Ziverts, Olgerts Balodis, Biruta un Dzintars Abuli, Juris Abolms,
Erika Orchard, Ilze un Richard Schwartz, Juris Upatnieks, Zaiga un Edvins T umi, Antra
Thrasher, Olafs Cimermanis, Péteris Dajevskis, Vija Davidsons, Markus Delvers, Arons
Eglitis, Iveta un Indulis Eilandi, Astrida un Gundars Strautnieki, Biruta un Laimonis
Sprogi, Inguna Laimdota Fauser, Gerda Roze, Valdis Ronis, Sigrida Renigere, Péteris
Purgalis, Austra Gauger, llze Golts, Liga Gonzalez, Janis Gramatins$, Elmars Prieditis,
Harijs Hunters, Visvaldis Dzenis, Martin§ Poc¢s, Anda un Karlis Vizuli, Biruta un Dzintars
Abuli, Inta Ritins, Peteris Burgelis, Juris Kauls, Martin$ Vasmanis, Maris Veidemanis,
John Nagla, Juris Bunkis, Dzintra un Vilmars Kukaini, Juris Ozolins, llze Koch, llze un
Ints Rupneri, Viktors Skirmants, Peteris Aizupitis, Olga Zarin3(t), Nadine Hummel, Karen
Greever, Karla Mantenieka testamentarais novéeléjums, Dace un Valdis Pavilovskis

Paldies arTvisiem ALAS
athalstntajiem,
kas ziedojusSi summas,

mazakas par $250!

Paldies visiem anonimajiem ziedotajiem,
kas athalstjusi ALA ar Combined Federal
Campaign/United Way starpniecihu!

ALAS CFC numurs ir 10205
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Skola ka jaunais latvietibas stiirakmens

Sogad karsta jilija nedélas nogalé
pasaules latviesu sadzives aktivisti
atkal pulcéjas ikgadéja konferencé
«LatviesSi pasaulé — piederigi pas-
aulei», kas notiek jau sesto gadu.
Tradicija aizsakas ar seminaru
«LatvieSu emigracijas un diaspo-
ras problematika un risinajumi»,
kuru 2011.gada organizéja Kultlras
ministrija (KM) sadarbiba ar Eiropas
LatvieSu apvienibu (ELA). Gadiem
ejot, pieradijies, ka tema
“Latviesi arpus Latvijas”
klast arvien nozimigaka

un konferences ietvars un
dalibnieku skaits ar katru
gadu paplasinas. Konferenci
organizé Kultlras ministrija,
sadarbiba ar Arlietu minis-
triju, lzglttibas un zinatnes
ministriju, Pasaules brivo
latviesu apvienibu (PBLA) un
ELA.

Konference stradaja
vairakas darba grupas, bet
Soreiz Tpasi nozimiga likas
tema “Latviska izglitiba
diaspora”. Dr. Inta Mierina,
Latvijas Universitates Filozofijas

un sociologijas institlta pétniece,
prezentéja plasu pétijumumu par
latviesu valodas prasmém diasoras
bérnu vida. Pladais pétijums aptver
ap 2000 arpus Latvijas dzivojosu
bérnu gan no latvieSu, gan jauktam
gimeném. Vispirms jasaka, ka vélme,
lai bérns runatu ne tikai mitnes
zemes valoda, bet arT latviesu valod3,
ir vairak ka 85% vecaku. Savukart
praktiski So vélmi realizé daudz
mazak gimenu. Pétijluma pieradits - jo
jaunaka vecuma bérns pamet Latviju,
jo valodas zinasanu limenis ir vajaks.
Tapat arT jauktajas laulibas bérni
sliktak zina un mazak lieto latvieSu
valodu, it 1pasi, ja latvietis ir tévs. Ir
skaidrs, ka gimené valodas “neséja”ir
mate. Vislabak bérniem veicas ar
latviesu valodas saprasanu, tad ar
runasanu, mazak ir tadu, kas var

art lasit, un pavisam maz to bérnu,
kas latviski var izteikties ari raks-
tiski. Tomér latvieSu valodas skolas
apmeklé tikai apméram 13% disporas
bérnu ar latviskam sakném. Biezi

vien vecaki nav motivéti, ir nogurusi
vai izjat financialas gratibas, un
latviesu valodas apguve tiek pamesta
novarta. Tomér pat neapmekléjot
skolu, ir iespéjams apgilt un uzturét
latviesu valodas zinasanas. Pétijums
parliecinosi pierada to, ka pats
galvenais priekSnoteikums, lai bérns
saglabatu latvieSu valodu, ir valo-
das lietoSana gimené. Tas ir liels
izaicinajums vecakiem, jo, nonakot

o its Lo 1)

ALAs skolotaju kursu dalibnieki Garezera 2016. gada vasara

sava socialaja vidé, bérni automatiski
tiecas adaptéties un integréties

taja, un vélas arT majas lietot mitnes
zemes valodu. Tomeér, ka atziméja visi
runataji — gan pétnieki, gan paidago-
gi, valodas lietosana ikdiena gimené
ir noteicosais faktors, lai bérns
saglabatu spéju runat latviski. Liela
nozime ir iesp€jai vasaras pavadit
laiku Latvija, latviski runajosa vidé, ka
ari macities latvieSu valodu dazadas
nometnés kopa ar vienaudziem,
vienlaikus ar citam nodarbém, kas
ari norisinas latviski. Jauniesi augstu
veérté prasigus skolotajus un apzinas
citigas macisanas pozitivo iespaidu.

LatvieSu skolas skolotajs, ilggadéjs
direktors, PBLA lzglitibas padomes
loceklis Maris Palis no Lielbritanijas,
kurs strada nedélas nogales skolas
jau vairak neka 30 gadu, atzina, ka
darbs skolas ir izaicinajumu pilns.

Ir jamotivé vecaki, lai regulari

vestu bérnus uz skolu, gimenes
biezZi parcelas, maina dzivesvietu
savas mitnes zemeés, skolam ir

nepiemérotas telpas, ari skolotajiem
biezi vien zid motivacija, cilveki
jatas nogurusi, negrib uznemties
papildus slodzi. Eso3as izglitibas
programmas ari ir nepietiekamas un
neaptver dazados valodas [imenos
runajosu bérnu vajadzibas. To apzino-
ties, ar latvieSu valodas apmacibas
izstradi un novértéjumu nodarbo-
jas tadas Latvijas valsts iestades ka
LatviesSu valodas agentdara, Izglitibas
un zinatnes ministrija, Valsts
Izglitibas satura centrs, u.c. Ir
panakts liels progress, tomér

vél |oti nepiecieSama ir valodas
talmacibas programma, program-
ma saskanotiem valodas zinasanu
[Tmeniem, jaizstrada diasporai

un Latvijai derigs valsts valodas
eksamens. Pirmais valsts valodas
parbaudes eksamens, novértéjot
valodas zinasanu limeni, arvalstis
notika Sovasar ASV, Garezera
vasaras vidusskola. Valsts valodas
prasmes parbaudi kartoja 44 pre-
tendenti — gan skoléni, gan skolas
absolventi, gan ari macibspéki,
beigas sanemot savam valodas
zinasanu limenim atbilstosu “Valsts
valodas prasmes apliecibu”. Valo-
das prasmes aplieciba dod iespéju
jaunietim iestaties Latvijas Valsts
augstskolas valsts apmaksatas studiju
programmas, ka ari stradat Latvi-
jas Valsts iestadés un citos Latvijas
uznémumos.

Ka atzina Maris Pdlis, latviesu
sabiedriba arpus Latvijas noveco

un bieZi vien latvieSu biedribas un
draudzes vairs nav latvieSu sadzives
centri. So funkciju ar jaunu dina-
misku cilvéku un gimenu piesaisti
tagad pilda latvieSu nedélas nogales
skolas. Lidz ar to latviskas izglitibas
nozimi dispora nevar parvéertét —ta
maca valodu, kultdru, uztur dzivu
musu “latvietibu”, ta saliedé tautu
arpus dzimtnes, iesaista latviesu
sabiedriba jaunus cilvékus. Lai jaunais
gads veiksmigs visam latvieSu skolam
un skoléniem gan Latvija, gan visur
pasaulé!

Taira Zoldnere
ALAs Informdcijas nozares vaditaja

18 | Number 1, 2016 - 2017  Latvian Dimensions «



A g

Valsts prezidents un Iveta Véjones kundze, kas ir piekritusi
bat par diasporas skolu patronesi, satikds ar K. Barona skolas
bérniem, vecakiem un skolotdjiem. Valsts prezidents ierakstija

interviju Cikagas latviesu radio raidijumam un pasniedza

Atzinibas krusta IV $kiras valsts apbalvojumu ilggadéjam CLOA
vaditdajam Janim Vilcinam
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“Sveika, Latvijal” KKKV celojums

2016. gada junija

[N

Divas nedélas.

Cetri novadi.

Divdesmit tris pilsétas.

Viena zemeé — Latvija.

ledomajieties — divdesmit divi jauniesi, puse no kuriem
nekad nav bijusi Latvija pirms $Ts vasaras, bet kaut kada
veida visiem divdesmit diviem ir tuvas saites ar Latviju.
Visi piedzimusi Amerika, bet visi runa latviski. Visi macas
amerikanu skola, bet arT nupat absolvéja latvieSu skolas
8. klasi. Pateicoties vecakiem un vecvecakiem, ka ari
Amerikas latvieSu apvienibai, visiem divdesmit diviem
msu jaunieSiem bija 81 vienreizéja iespéja piedalities
,Sveika, Latvija!” 35. grupas izbraukuma.

10. jGnija vairums grupas dalibnieku ieradas Cikaga,
O’Hare lidosta. Vairakam gimeném nebija talu jabrauc,

jo dzivo turpat Cikagas rajona. Bet daZiem bija talaks

cel$ — no Kalifornijas, Viskonsinas, NudZersijas, Alabamas,
un vini bija jau vairakas stundas pavadijusi masinas un
lidmasinas. Grupai pievienojas tris audzinataji — Gun-
dega Abele, Sigurds Strautmanis un Zinta Lucane. Lidosta
pulkstenis septini atri pienaca un lidz ar to - laiks atvadities
no vecakiem un radiem. Bez kavésanas tikam lidz vartiem,
kapam lidmasina un sakam masu garo celu uz Latviju.

Pa cel]am iepazinamies viens ar otru — daudzi jau bija
pazistami no Garezera vai no majas pilsétam, bet daudzi
ari pirmo reizi iepazinas. Kaut més esam visi no citam
pilsétam, visi dalijamies ar vienu |oti svarigu lietu - to, ka
pavadisim nakamas Cetrpadsmit dienas kopa.
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“Sveika, Latvija!” 35. brauciena dalibnieki pie Rundales

pils (no kreisas): Aija Reimane, Sigurds Kakulis, Eduards
Jaunbeérzins, Ance Trapse, Isabella Lipace, Valdis Slokenbergs,
Miks Ramanis, Diana KreiSmane, Emma Velkme, Péteris Tom-
son, Péteris Irbe, Elise Dinberga, Julia Kiusala, Erikas Baipsys,
Martis Sprenne, Anna Strautmane, Lija Abele, Bruno Vitols,
Lakas Vigants, Elisa Renerte, Ridis Sprenne, Likas Goetz

leradamies Riga drima, lietaina sestdienas vakara.
Paédam vakarinas pirmo reizi Lido un tad gajam izmainit
naudu Vecriga. Pirmo reizi ieraudzijam Brivibas pieminekli,
bet paris minGtés jau bijam pilnigi izmirkusi lieth, tapéc
steidzamies atpakal uz viesnicu. Sartkojam misu pirmo
vakara sanaksmi, kur parrunajam nakamas dienas kartibu,
ka ari pirmo reizi nodziedajam masu ,Sveika, Latvijal”
dziesmu.

Nakamaja rita, péc jaunizremontéta Makslas mizeja
apmekléjuma, braucam talak uz Siguldu, Turaidu un
Césim. Pirmo nakti arpus Rigas guléjam Drabesu pagasts,
Melturos. Nakamo dienu pavadijam Césis un vakara
nonacam Madonas novada, Marciena, kur pievienojas
masu ceturtais audzinatajs Marcis Racenis. Marciena
baudijam pirmo reizi pirti. Vairakas stundas, pat péc tam,
kad saule norietéja, jauniesi karséjas pirti un tad skréja un
léca ledusauksta ezera. Péc kartigas izklaides visi saldi un
dzili guléja.

Labi, ka izguléjamies, jo nakamaja rita bija jau jadodas
uz pirmo skolas apciemosanu. leradamies Andreja EgliSa
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Laudonas skola, kur mis satika astonpadsmit skolnieki.
Visu dienu pavadijam Laudonas skola, spéléjot sportu,
izstaigajot pagastu un iepazistoties ar skolniekiem. Bija
vértigs izbraukums — musu dalibnieki redzéja, ka jauniesi
dzivo Latvija, kur vini macas, ko vini €d, ka vini izmanto
brivo laiku. Kaut Latvija ir otra pasaules pusé, Latvi-

jas jauniesi ir daudzos veidos lidzigi misu jaunieSiem
—atradam daudz kopé€ja un maz atskiribu. Vakara
atvadijamies no Laudonas skolniekiem un devamies gulét
skolas internata.

Nakamas piecas dienas izbraukajam Latgali, Zemgali un
Kurzemi. Aglona édam svaigi ceptu rupjmaizi Maizes
miuzeja, Koknesé izstaigajam jauno Liktendarzu, Jauncodé
apciemojam zemnieku saimniecibu. ApSuciema pirmo
reizi ieraudzijam Baltijas jras lici. Ventspill tikamies ar
pazistamo rakstnieci Ingu Zoludi, kas trisdesmit viena gada
vecuma ir jau sarakstijusi seSas gramatas. Jauniesi bija ie-
spaidoti uzzinot, ka vina saka rakstit romanus Cetrpadsmit
gadu vecuma — tada pasa, ka vini tagad ir! Péc Ventspils
braucam pa krastu l1dz Jirkalnei, tad - talak lidz Liepajai.
Liepaja bija iespéja mazliet ievilkt elpu péc gara brauci-
ena pa Kurzemi. Baudijam brivo laiku pie jaras, kur kaut
ari bija vess laiks, visi varéja kartigi izpeldéties un pagulét
saulité. Vakara vélreiz aizstaigajam lidz jarai, kur, starp
citu, varéjam redzét slaveno Kristapa Porzinga basketbola
laukumu. DiemZél Soreiz nesanaca sastapt pasu Kristapu.

Péc Liepajas braucam talak uz Nigrandi, kas ir tuvu pie
Saldus pilsétas. Tur satikam un pavadijam dienu ar Kalnu
skolas jauniesiem. Dziedajam, dejojam, izstaigajam pa-
gastu un vakara nonacam Brocénos, kur bija iespéja vélreiz
baudit pirti un peldéties Cieceres ezera.

21. jUnija steidzigi izbraucam no Brocéniem, lai tiktu laicigi
atpakal Riga. Divos pécpusdiena tikamies ar prezidentu
Raimondu Vejoni Melngalvju nama. Masu jauniesi bija
diezgan satraukusies par tikSanos ar Latvijas prezidentu,
bet atri saprata, cik mil$ un viesmiligs vins un prezidenta
kundze patiesam ir. Péc Melngalvju nama steidzamies
atpakal uz viesnicu gatavoties vakaram. Paédusi un
uzpucéjusies, devamies uz Nacionalo teatri, lai redzétu
,Skroderdienas Silmacos”. Visi sirsnigi baudija izradi, visu
laiku smejoties 1dzi. Péc izrades misu jauniesi bija pirmie
uz deju gridas, teatra priekszalé. Péc garas dienas laimigi
devamies uz viesnicu Radi&Draugi , lai izgulétos.

Nakamas divas dienas izstaigajam visu Rigu, —apciemo-
jot ASV véstniecibu, Arlietu ministriju, Bralu kapus un
Dziesmu svétku estradi. Mums arT bija kopiga ballite ar
Laudonas un Kalnu skolas skolniekiem. Pédéja vakara
gatavojamies Janiem. Nopirkam vainagus tirgli, avam
kajas dejosanas kurpes un ar tramvaju braucam lidz
Dzeguzkalnam. Dejojam pie //gu, Dzelzs Vilka un Riksu




“Sveika,
Latvija!” - XXXV
jauniesu grupa

pie Latvijas
Nacionala
teatra Riga péc
“Skroderdienas
Silmacos” izrades

Puisi saka: “Garsigs!
Paldies!” , Maizes
muzeja Aglona

muzikas, @édam Janu sieru un janogas, vérojam senas
Janu tradicijas, ka pieméram, uguns iedegSanu un
apdziedasanu. Lidz diviem no rita ,,nojanojam” un tad
nogurusi (bet laimigi) ar tramvaju braucam atpaka) uz
viesnicu. Nebija nekada ilga gulésana, jo no rita bija
jacelas un jabrauc uz lidostu.

Péc Cetrpadsmit dienam més paspéjam izbraukt divdes-
mit tris pilsétas. Satikam daudzus interesantus latviesus
pa celam — keramikus, muzikantus, rakstniekus, Skriveru
gotinu razotajus, amatniekus, cietumsargus, skolniekus
un citus. Apciemojam gan pilis, gan amatu majas, gan
dabas parkus. Staigajam pa vecam Latvijas brugétam
ielam, pa jarmalu, pa meziem... Sakrajam neticami daudz
atminu un ieguvam draudzibas uz mazu. Milzigu paldies
ALAi par $o vienreizéjo iespéju apciemot misu mazo milo
tévzemi! Zinam, bez Saubam, ka misu jauniesi uzaugs,
runajot latviesu valodu, cienot latviesu tautu un iesaisto-
ties latvieSu sabiedriba. Atminas no ,,Sveika, Latvija!” 35.
izbraukuma nekad neizzudis no mdsu jauniesu sirdim.

Ciemos pie specialo uzdevumu véstnieka diasporas jautdjumos
Pétera Elferta Arlietu ministrija

Brauciena iespaidos dalijas
Liene Lucane,
audzinataja
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“Sueika, Latvija!” XKXVI

celojums 2016. yada augusta

Sogad aprit 19 gadi, kop$ pirmo reizi tika organizéts projekts
»Sveika, Latvijal” —izglitojoss celojums divu nedé|u garuma,
kura laika celojuma dalibniekiem, latvieSu jauniesSiem, ir
iesp€ja apskatit Latvijas skaistakas vietas, iepazit vienaudzus
Latvija, veidot palieko3as attiecibas, macities par latviesu
kultGru un tradicijam, pasSiem piedaloties un iejutoties.
Sogad 11.augusta ar Amerikas latvie$u apvienibas atbalstu
neaizmirstamaja celojuma devas jau 36. “Sveika, Latvija!”
grupa. Soreiz 14 dienu piedzivojuma piedalijas divdesmit tris
13 — 15 gadus veci latviski runajosi jauniesi no ASV, Kana-
das un Australijas, tacu tikai tris no visiem vél nekad nebija
bijusi Latvija. Par veiksmigu norisi gadaja septini pieaugusie.
Audzinatajas K.Kina, K.Putene un R.Ruszczyk rGpéjas par
meitenu labsajatu, veselibu un drosibu, savukart par zénu
—audzinataji E.Cirulis un J.Labucs. Milzigu ieguldijumu deva
koordinatore Latvija A.Ozola
un, protams, allaZz pozitivais s
autobusa Soferis V.Kubass.
Pirma diena, visiem satiekoties
Latvija, tika aizvadita mierigi
un ar jaukiem laika apstakliem.
Tikai vélakajas dienas kluva
skaidrs, ka naksies izbaudit
Latvijai ierastas laika mainas,
tai skaita saules starus un
lietu vienlaicigi. Péc ierasanas
Latvija apciemojam drau-
giem.lv musdienigo biroju, ka
ar? arzemés mitoso latviesu
iemi|ota laikraksta ,Laiks”
redakciju. Péc nelielas ekskur-
sijas pa Vecrigu bija redzams,
ka vairums jauniesu ir nogurusi
péc tala cela veiksanas (dazs
no Australijas méroja pat 31 stundu
ilgu celu!), tapéc noturéjam ne parak
ilgu pirmo kopigo sanaksmi, kam seko-
ja naktsmiers. Japiebilst, ka septini jauniesi uzsaka “Sveika,
Latvija!” celojumu tikai 2 dienas péc macibu beigam Garezera
vasaras vidusskola.

Péc Bralu kapu un MeZaparka Dziesmu svétku estrades
apmekléjuma varéja sakties cel$ arpus Rigas robezam. Pirma
pieturvieta — Siguldas bobsleja, kamaninu un skeletona
trase, kur izdevas saruna ar trases direktoru Daini Dukuru,
kurs deva ari iespéju satikt vairakus Latvijas vadoSos spor-

tistus, tai skaita, paslaik nenoliedzami labako skeletonistu
pasaulé — Martinu Dukuru. Péc Siguldas sekoja Turaidas
muzejrezervata apmekléjums, savukart, tresa celojuma di-
ena tika aizvadita, apskatot Césis ar viduslaiku pilsétas pili.
Tapat jaunieSiem bija iespéja satikt un iztaujat prasmigo
rotkali Daumantu Kalninu, ka art pasiem iegadaties Nameja
gredzenus un citas rotas.

Nakamajas paris dienas apskatijam “Liktendarzu”, kas top
ka tautas davana Latvijai 100. gadu dzimsanas diena, tapat
interesants izvértas A.Pumpura muzeja apmekléjums, kur

ada un jaizspélé neliels eposa
,Lacplésis” iestudeéjums, kas patika
gan aktieriem, gan skatitajiem.
Tam sekoja legendara Latvijas
karuma — “gotinu” konfeksu —
sainosSana un pasrociga tisSana
Skriveru saldumu raZotné. Viesu
nama ,Radzes” vakara pirms na-
ktsmiera visiem gribétajiem bija
iespéja nopeldéties Daugava, ko
izmantoja gandriz visi. Péc na-
ktsmiera celS turpinajas Latgales
virziena, kur pirmais pieturas
punkts bija Aglona -- tieSi tobrid
norisinajas Vissvetakas Jauna-
vas Marijas Debesis uznemsanas
svetku galvena Svéeta Mise, kur
piedalijas vairak neka 50 000
cilvéki. Péc tam ieturéjam isti

“Sveika, Latyija!”-XXXVl jaunies:i c!raudz'-g" latgaliska stila pusdienas Aglonas maizes
pozé pie Operas nama Riga

muzeja. Savukart, péc viesoSanas pie
pazistama keramika V.USpela un Latgales
véstniecibas “GORS” apciemojuma Rézekné bija vajadzigs
kartigs naktsmiers.

Izskatijas, ka visi naktsmieru izbaudija pilniba, jo tikSanas
laika ar pirmo sadraudzibas skolu — Tilzas vidusskolu —
jauniesi izskatijas energijas pilni. Kopa ar tilziniekiem
aizvadijam visu dienu, iepazistot TilZas pilsétu, vizinoties
zirgu pajlga, ka art apskatot retro motociklus. Protams, gal-
venais bija iepazit vienam otru un sameklét jaunus draugus,
kas, cerams, ari bus izdevies. Naktsmiera bija jadodas uz jau
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“Sveika, Latvija!” brauciena dalibnieki ciemos pie Valsts prezidenta Raimonda Veéjona un prezidenta kundzes Ivetas Vejones Melgalvju nama:
1. rindd no kreisas: Roberts Plavnieks, Janis Labucs, Amanda Gaide, Lidija Rasa, Eriks Zamurs, Oskars Cirulis, Kristofs Rusczyck, Véjones
kundze, Valsts prezidents Raimonds Vejonis, vinam priekSa Amanda Byron, Karina Roze, Anna Piire, Kristine Stirite, Denize Nicolas, Linda
Kanepe, Sandria Magrica. 2. rinda no kreisas: Karlis Grendze, Kaspars Ast, Kalvis Jatnieks, Kurts Vitins, Eriks Plekon, Eriks Stepanuk,

Alnis Smidchens, Rendte Rusczyck, Kristina Putene, Anna Strok, Karlis Kuskévics, Kristine Kina, Anita Ozola, Eriks Cirulis

ieprieks iepazito viesu namu “Radzes”,
tacu Soreiz daZiem grupas jaunieSiem
vakars izvértas nedaudz darbigaks ka
citiem... Péc Tpasas punktu sistémas
tika noskaidrots, ka divi zéni un divas
meitenes bija aizmirsusi, ka “Sveika,
Latvija!” celojuma laika ir jaruna lat-
viski, tapéc viniem tika dota iespéja
iztirit no upes zalém un izmirkusiem
zariem piegruZoto viesu nama laipu uz
Daugavu. Cetrotne to izdarija godam,
neskatoties uz to, ka vakara lija lietus.

PécTilzas vidusskolas apciemojuma tikai
viena diena bija starpa lidz nakamajam
sadraudzibas skolas apmekléjumam.
Soreiz Materu Jura Kazdan-
gas pamatskola. KazdangieSi
sagadaja 1pasi siltu sagaidisanu,
apstadinot madsu autobusu uz ie-
las ar dziesmu un pamatigu ziedu
un lapu virteni. Neskatoties uz
apmakusajam debesim un lietu,
skolas audzeknes “Sveika, Lat-
vija!” jauniesSus sagaidija, dziedot
Kazdangas pagasta himnu uz Kaz-
dangas pils balkona. Diena pagaja
zibenigi, aizvadot dazadas spéles,
atrakcijas un rotalas.

Devita brauciena diena bija TpaSi
piepildita un aizraujosa. Uzreiz tika
apskatitas divas skaistas Kurzemes
pilsétas — Kuldiga un Ventspils. Brauc-
iens pa Ventspils ostu ar kugtti , Her-
cogs Jekabs” bija ka vajadzigs atpitas
bridis, savukart, Ventspils “Amatu”
maja jauniesi varéja iejusties adas,
dzintara, kaula un rotu meistaru loma
un izveidot katrs sev kadu pieminas
lietinu, ko parvest majas. Tomér
jau esot Ventspill, bija skaidrs, ka
ar nepacietibu tiek gaidita nakama
diena, kad bija paredzéta viesoSanas
Liepaja. Autobusa caur Latvija pa léto
iegadatiem skalruniem skanéja grupas

17

Salijusi, bet priecigi “Sveika, Latvija
jauniesi, uzkapusi Latvijas augstakaja
virsotné - Gaizinkalnda

,Prata Vetra” dziesmas. Un ne velti...

Diena Liepaja iesakas nedaudz
saspringti, jo pilséta rita stundas
tika organizéts Liepajas velomara-
tons, kas radija nelielas galvassapes
ar pareizo celu izveéli, lai nok]itu uz
nepiecieSamajiem galapunktiem.
AizraujoSs un disciplinu pamacoss
izvértas Liepajas Karaostas cietuma
apmekléjums, kura varéja ieltkoties
skarbajos apstaklos, kados bija
jauzturas tiem kareivjiem, kas padomiju
laika armijas dienesta nebija ievérojusi
armijas reglamentu. Karaostas cietuma
apmekléjumam sekoja, iespéjams,
lielakie un atmina paliekosakie
notikumi — tikSanas ar grupas
,Prata Vetra” dalibniekiem,
kopiga fotograféSanas un
autografu sanems$ana, ka ar
neaizmirstams koncerts vakara,
kas pulcéja vairak neka 30
tikstosus cilveku, tai skaita,
vienas grupas fani, kas bija
atbraukusi no Japanas. Tapat
koncerta laika grupas solists
Renars Kaupers no skatuves
pasveicinaja visus ,Sveika, Lat-
vija!” dalibniekus.
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Audzinataji noléma, ka péc koncerta
bls nepiecieSams ilgaks naktsmiers.
Miegs bija cieSs, neskatoties uz to, ka
ieguloties gulta likas, ka no koncerta
skaluma vél joprojam nedaudz vibré
kratis. Nakamaja diena apmekléjam
Lestenes baznicu un Bralu kapus,
un sakas atpakalcel$ uz Rigu, kur veél
apmekléjam Okupacijas mizeju un
uzbraucam augstaja Péterbaznicas
tornl.

Pirmdienas diena Soreiz izradijas Tpasi
svariga. Ne jau tapéc, ka bija iesakusies
jauna nedéla un Iidz celojuma beigam
atlikusas vien paris dienas, bet gan
tapéc, ka bija jatiekas ar Valsts pre-
zidentu Raimondu Véjoni. Sagaidot
jaunos draugus un pazinas no TilZas
un Kazdangas skolas, apmekléjam
Nacionalo teatri, kura 1918.gada
18.novembri pasludinaja Latvijas
neatkaribu. Lai gan pirms tikSanas ar
prezidentu bija uztraukums, tomér
jau pirmajos briZos bija skaidrs, ka
uztraukumam nav pamata, jo Véjona
kungs ar kundzi bija tieSam viesmiligi
un jauki. Péc vizites pie prezidenta visi
jauniesi kopa ar Kazdangas un TilZas
skoléniem laidas dejas un rotalas Rigas
Valsts technikuma telpas.

Pédegja pilna diena Latvija tika aizvadita,
piedaloties vésturiska notikuma,
noklausoties ASV viceprezidenta DZo
Baidena uzrunu Latvijas Nacionalaja
biblioteka, apmekléjot bédigi slaveno
VDK jeb ¢ekas midzeni Stira maju,
ka art tiekoties ar radiem un pérkot
beidzamos suvenirus tuviniekiem.

No rita jaunieSu vidU bija manams
neierasts miers un klusums. Visi
apzinajas, ka celojums ir noslédzies
un jadodas majup — uz vienu vai otru
pasaules malu, talu prom no Latvijas.
Pédéja vakara sanaksmé, vaicajot, vai
gribas palikt Latvija vél, gandriz visi ka
viens atbildéja—JA! Tas norada tikai un
vienigi uz vienu —aug vél viena latviesu
jaunieSu paaudze, kas Latviju turés
savas sirdis un prata vienmeér, lai arl
kura pasaules vieta atrastos. Sis divas
nedélas paskréja véja sparniem.

Pateicoties Latvijas Republikas véstniecibas ASV, Latvijas Arlietu ministrijas un

ASV véstniecibas Latvija laipnam izkartojumam, jauniesiem bija iespéja but klat
vésturiska notikuma - ASV viceprezidenta DZo Baidena uzruna Latvijas Naciondlaja
biblioteka ...

—— : g
S T
.... un ietit pasiem savas “Gotinas” konfektes Skriveru saldumu
fabrika, ka art apskatit Aglonas Romas katolu baziliku

Liels paldies
Amerikas latvieSu
apvienibai, dodot
iespéju iepazit un
iemilét Latviju!

Janis Labucs
audzindtajs
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“Sueika, Dzimtene!” 2015

My Latvian Journey
by Kim Hardesty

Pickles

There is much to be said about genetics.
As a teacher, | know my students much
better after meeting the parents. | can
see shared body types, mannerisms,
and values.

| have a mutt for a pet. He can’t
decide if he’s a sight hound or a scent
hound. Poor, confused hybrid. Pure
breeds have more distinct attributes.
A friend’s Border Collie “herds” her on
the riding lawnmower. A neighbor’s
Golden Retriever faithfully gathers
the newspaper each morning. My
childhood German Shepard was loyal
and protective.

What about me? | have a Latvian
mother and an American father. Am |
a sight or scent hound?

| got my square jaw from my mother.
| have her stubborn willfulness, too.
I’'m a survivor, sometimes even to
others’ detriment, I’'m ashamed to
admit. (Mom, again.) I'm also hard-
working and ferociously independent.
My greatest fear is to be imprisoned.
| appreciate music and nature. | say,
“Nothing beats beets.” | love to dance
and sing. And having no talent in either
department has never prevented
me from enthusiastically doing both.
Oh yeah, and | LOVE pickles; also
sauerkraut, cucumbers, and cheese.
From where did these traits arise?

On the first morning of the Hello,
Latvia trip my hubby and | descended
from our room at Radi un Draugi
Hotel to locate the breakfast bar. Oh,
what wonders awaited us there! My
husband appreciated the fine, strong

coffee, the scrambled eggs, and toast.
| dove into the potato salad, sliced
tomatoes, and cucumbers. What
delight! Potato salad for breakfast!
| took that first bite and crunched a
delicious pickle. My heart sang, “These
are my people.”

Displaced Person

Zaiga, our thoughtful and passionate
guide, said that every Latvian family
has a WWII story, that each is different,
but that all are appreciated in Latvia.

My mother’s family fled from the
village of Carnikava in 1944 when she
was ten and her sister five. Traveling
in a cattle car they eventually reached
Camp Kathann in Hersbruck, Germany.
She and her family lived there about
four years before being sponsored by
an lowa farm family. Those times left
a scar. My mother chose to block all
memories of her painful past.

My mother’s coping mechanism left a
blank spot where family heritage and
stories usually reside. She claimed to
have forgotten the language and had
nothing of interest to say about her
journey. While | was growing up in
Southern Indiana there was no Latvian
community to fill that void.

Freedom Monument

Along with the entire world, | watched
the Baltic independence movement
in the late 1980s. | felt the stirrings
of national pride and hope. “Now
might be my opportunity to visit
Latvia,” | mused. With two young
children and school loans yet to pay, it
seemed a distant dream. That’s where

stubbornness has its value.

Thirty years later, I’'m on a tour
sponsored by the American Latvian
Association with my sisters, my cousin,
my daughter, and our spouses. We're
standing at the foot of the Freedom
Monument and each in our tour group
is laying a flower at the base “for
Fatherland and Freedom.” Freedom.
Something I’'ve rather taken for
granted. What if I'd been born in Latvia
in 1957? This concept would mean
so much more to me. | kissed my rose
before | laid it down.

Architecture and Symbolism

Riga’s Art Nouveau buildings are
breathtakingly gorgeous. Their
symbolism is fun to decipher. Zaiga
tells us that a person wearing a helmet
symbolizes safety and protection, a
peacock speaks of confidence, fruit and
flowers demonstrate abundance, and
frightening faces ward off evil spirits.

The National Library’s structure
represents the Crystal Tower of folklore.
The general collection is on the widest
floor; successively narrower floors
house more specialized collections like
arts and sciences up to philosophy and
math. Each floor also has a different
color code, colors from the old Latvian
money. The second floor is green, one
Lat; the third is purple, five Lats; and
up to one hundred Lats, gold, for the
seventh floor.

When the new library opened in
2014, patrons formed a human chain
to pass books hand-to-hand from the
old library into the new. This was a
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symbolic gesture, not a labor-saving
scheme. The core of the library houses
books behind glass partitions. The
library director foresaw that libraries
may become bookless repositories of
knowledge one day, but Latvians will
always have these books, donated by
citizens, chosen because of a difference
it made in their lives or other special
significance. Donors were asked to
inscribe the fly leaf of their book.

At the Open Air Ethnographic Museum
we toured homes from different
regions and eras. In kitchens, the
wooden paddles used to place and
remove bread from the oven were
always treated with respect. The
paddle never touches the floor. It rests
onits handle. If a piece of bread were
to fall on the floor, “You pick it up and
kiss it!” Valda, a member of our tour
group, interjects having remembered
the tradition from her grandmother.

Houses of olden times were built
all of wood, including wooden pegs
to secure the structure. Glass was
expensive so used sparingly. Nails
were expensive, too. They were
used to decorate the door. A Latvian
believes that the door is of utmost
importance to the character of the
home and her inhabitants.

The presence of old Soviet-era block
buildings was an ever present reminder
of the insult suffered by Latvians
during the occupations; their love of
art, poetry, and nature is completely
absent from these behemoths. We
even spent one night in a Soviet-
era hotel. It was fitted with cheap
materials and lacked charm. “How
could a person avoid depression just
looking at these buildings?” my hubby
pondered.

Latgale
Using Riga as a base, Hello, Latvia!
participants visited towns in Vidzeme,

Kurzeme, Zemgale, and Latgale. We
enjoyed two three-day excursions
interspersed with stays in Riga. Hello,
Latvia! indeed. We traveled her
breadth. I'll pause to tell you about
just one region.

Riding the coach bus toward Rezekne,
our easternmost town visited, Zaiga
informed us about some key cultural
differences between Latgalians and
other Latvians. They’re sometimes
stereotyped and also have their own
dialect. My hubby and | turned toward
each other: “Kinda like Kentucky!” (We
can say that because it’s our home.)

That morning we toured Gors. The
concert venue has seven levels
corresponding to the seven notes on
the musical scale. Each floor is named
successively “Do, Re, Mi...” A daycare
facility is offered on site. (What a
concept!) The group dressing room
is spacious and light and includes a
kitchenette and showers. Individual
dressing rooms additionally include
a couch and piano. The freight
elevator can lift a whole orchestra,
plus instruments! The main concert
hall seats a thousand. Ingenious
engineering allows seats to be folded
down and telescope into each other so
that the entire floor may be cleared for
dances and other events.

We experienced culture of another
type later in the day when we were
guests at the studio of a Latgalian
potter. He threw a pot and showed us
his kiln. “Best to fire pottery two to
three days before a full moon,” he said.
“The fire burns more evenly without
using as much wood.” (Kentuckians
still plant gardens by the moon.) In
celebration of our visit he cheerfully
offered us each a shot of homemade
hooch (like Kentucky moonshine) and
artfully arranged little sandwiches.

My Day off the Itinerary

While others went on a day trip to
Rundale Castle and Jelgava, | struck
out on my own. | needed a little elbow
room from the group and | had a
mission: to buy yarn and fabric! Hello,
Latvia! participants may make their
own decisions at anytime during the
tour. Zaiga made this perfectly clear.
But, just as a conscientious mother,
she wanted to know our plans so she
wouldn’t worry.

On its way out of town, the bus dropped
me off in the Kalnciema District in
Pardaugava. After I'd soaked up my
fill of the old-style wooden structures,
| walked over the suspension bridge
and looked down into a garden of the
President’s House. | explored the park
in front of the official residence. It was
there | met her.

With shoulders back and chin high,
strong and a bit defiant, stands a
beautiful girl with long braids made
of granite. She is a monument to all
those children who were shipped to
Siberia during the Soviet-era. As an
interviewee at the Museum of the
Occupation asked on video, “What
crime have the children committed?”

She has become my favorite monument.
She’s at ground level. She’s as small as
a pre-teen. To me her figure shouts
more loudly for justice than voices.
While | eventually purchased wool
knitting yarn and linen fabric, the real
memento | will treasure is this girl.

Value

During the entire two-week trip, my
hubby and | spent less than two-
hundred and fifty Euros. The amount
spent went mainly for gifts. Since all
admittance fees were covered; since
we enjoyed the services, stories, and
folk songs of our excellent guide;
since a private coach transported
us about the countryside; since all
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hearty breakfasts and most lunches
and dinners were included on the tour
amount, we barely needed to spend
a Euro!

In Addition

| haven’t even told you about visiting
Brother’s Cemetery, or walking
around the lake at Talsi, or finding our
grandfather’s homeplace in Saldus, or
being moved by the romantic evening
opera concert. | haven’t spoken of
my daughter swimming in the Baltic
Sea or all of us placing locks of our
mother’s hair in the churchyard of
Carnikava. | haven’t delighted you with
descriptions of the Ventspils cows or of
Liepaja’s anthem character sculptures
with Zaiga and others singing the lyrics
at each. You haven’t heard about the
church at Apriki built in the thirteenth
century and still in continuous use or
touring Karlis Skalbe’s peaceful, hand-
built home near the highest point in
Latvia. Do you know about “The Horse
of Destiny” in the National Museum
of Art or “The Rose of Turaida”?
Have you heard about “The Witches”
restaurant or how Latvian boys and
young men serving in both the Russian
and German armies would call to each
other at night, “Do you have Juris from
Cesisinyour group?” “No, he’s coming
in the next regiment.” | haven’t shared
a lot of things. | urge you to sign up
for the next “Hello, Latvia” tour and
experience it all for yourself.

Am | Sight or Scent Hound?

| was raised solely as an American. But
those strong Baltic genes have a way
of asserting themselves. Now, after
having experiencing Latvia, I'm even
more proud of them. I’'m humbled by
the courage of the Latvian peoples. |
take inspiration from their determined
spirits, poetic souls, love of nature,
and physical toughness. Oh yeah, I'm
gonna let that Baltic gene pool’s flag
fly... a full-sized Latvian one!

L A A A A A A A A A A A

Images from ,Heritage Latvia” trip 2016

“Heritage Latvia” groups members pose in front of Riga skyline,
taking a tour of Old Riga fortifications, and learning pottery
skills in Latgale
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Ka Sapnis - Like a dream - A Chaperone’s
Story of the ,Heritage Latvia” Trip 2016

By Laura Valdmanis

Ka sapnis - like a dream. This was the
first phrase that | learned in Latvian
three years ago. At the time | had just
arrived to the seaside city of Liepaja
with a suitcase, basic words for get-
ting around, and an eagerness to
learn and experience all that | could.
The eagerness came from the oppor-
tunity to live and teach in the country
that | had heard many passed down
stories about. It was August of 2013
and | was embarking on a nine month
journey as a Fulbright Fellow and a
personal journey as a heritage Lat-
vian American.

At the end of my first week | met a
local Liepaja crafter who offered to
lend me a bike and lead me on a tour
of the neighboring Baltic Sea. Dzintra
and | spent the evening sharing sto-
ries of Latvia’s past and present and
while I was immersed in the awe of a
new friendship, the sun set along the
coast. The sky cast a painting of reds
and oranges and at that moment it
was like a dream for me to be living
in the land of my grandparents. It
was then that | learned the term, “ka
sapnis.”

From seaside bike rides to meeting
relatives that my family hadn’t seen
or spoken to in 60 years to working
with university students, learning to
weave and traveling around Latvia
and other countries with a car of lo-
cal crafters, | came to identify what it
meant to be a Latvian American. The
experiences of that year in my life
are documented in a 54 page tumblr
blog (http://liepajalaura.tumblr.com/
page/8) and beyond that, they are
shared with the countless number of
Latvian friends, fellow travelers, and
family members | met and shared

meals and laughter with along the
way.

Fast forward three summers to this
past July and | again found myself
pedaling on the soft white granules
that line the coast of Liepaja and

the Baltic Sea. Again, the term “ka
sapnis” surfaced. | instantly recon-
nected with family and friends, the
language returned to me, | remem-
bered how to navigate the city; it was
like returning home. “Like a dream”
was the only way to describe the full
circle experience.

From July 15th- July 28th | had the
incredible opportunity to travel

with thirteen American high school
students around Latvia. Latvia is a
country of two million people and
one that, during the last almost 100
years, has experienced economic

and political highs and lows, Soviet
oppression, and now independence.
The Heritage Latvia program explores
history and current cultural trends
from a Latvian and an American lens.
This year’s group of young people
traveled to Latvia to discover their
heritage, a shared heritage that con-
nected each of us on the trip. | never
had the opportunity 15 years ago to
go on such a trip. My chance came
later, but both | and another chap-
erone, Peter Chereson, shared the
same background as our 13 charges
—one of our parents was Latvian,

the other American, we didn’t learn
Latvian as children, but once we were
students, each of us had the opportu-
nity to spend time in Latvia and learn
the language. We were living proof
that Heritage Latvia kids could experi-
ence and get to know and perhaps
love their Latvian heritage as well.
Together, we spent the long light-
filled July days touring 800 year-old
castles, spinning pottery in Latgale,
climbing broken down Soviet con-

crete blocks, walking barefoot along
and into the Baltic sea, manuevering
the aged brick streets of Riga, eat-
ing handfuls of piragi and multiple
rounds of potatoes with dill and
cream, and dancing a few rounds

of tautas dejas. We traveled by bus
from Riga, Sigulda, Cesis, Aglona,
Jersika, Bauska, Aizpute, Liepaja,
Jurkalne and back to Riga. We
toured castles, museums, and a pal-
ace, and frolicked in and enjoyed the
nature that is so dear to the heart of
Latvians. Overall, our group loved
piragi, had a few too many potatoes,
and they all now know the name for
ice cream (saldéjums)! (The memo-
ries and moments of this excursion
fill a separate multi-page tumblr blog
(http://heritagelatvija2016.tumblr.
com/)!

From my own experiences and from
those of others that | have met

along my journeys, | have learned
that there is something powerful

in heritage, a yearning to return to
the homeland, whether that is to
visit or to relocate. For Latvians, it’s
an especially unique shared experi-
ence, given the small size and rich
and resilient history of the country as
evidenced by the cultural pride of the
people in the face of the oppression
that they have endured and the inde-
pendence they have reestablished.
This summer’s Heritage Latvia group
had the opportunity to visit and ex-
perience the country of their ances-
tors. Here’s to the opening of doors,
future visits, and dreams in the name
of our shared cultural background!
Whether or not these young people
return to Latvia, | hope that this trip
was a bit of a fulfilled dream (sapnis!)
for them, and that they continue to
travel and share their Latvian heri-
tage and experiences with the world.
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Latvia in 13 Days with "Heritage Latvia”
Postcards from Elena

“Heritage Latvia” is the educational tour organized by
the American Latvian Association for young people 13
-15 years old of Latvian background, who don’t speak
Latvian. Thirteen young people, including Eléna, the

15 year-old granddaughter of Mdra and Eugenijs Pocs,
participated in this year’s trip which took place from July
16 - 28. Elena wrote her grandparents a postcard every
day, filled with her experiences in Latvia. They received
all 13 of them. They assembled the story of Elena’s trip
from her postcards and telephone conversations with her
and the relatives she met in Riga - a story that was later
published (in Latvian) in “Cikagas Zinas”. Elena and her
grandparents allowed us to share the text of her daily
postcards with Latvian Dimensions readers.

Each card begins with GrandMdra and Grandpa!
And ends with - Love, Elena

3
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July 16 — Ouir first day in Latvia is exhausting! | haven’t

slept in over 24 hours. It is amazing though! Our first activ- T a3 vital) fo sty Tm VNG s00 _:;_ T *
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Everyone was just trying to stay awake. But it was so much Iy of Hhe woHe- N had to

fun talking and meeting my peers on the trip. Everyone is Caf:;"?::;;:; P '-*f*f"i}:fq:;?n Locklerd, T 6110%
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July 17 — This morning we went to a church service n’f ,brf{&':ﬁxl“ to ""':"msr})e,'ﬂ“‘-‘l "
(Anglican Church with services in English). It wasn’t that :::.\1,1\- szfei‘. ) 1213 SEY oui J ,5{
different from home, although during Communion we vt WO T grenn s
drank actual wine (from one chalice). We then took a
guided tour through old town Riga. The architecture is July 19 — | am so excited to say: “l am writing to you from
beautiful. | saw the famous Liberty Monument. At lunch Latvia!”. It is so beautiful here! | am seriously consider-
| met Gundars (GrandMara’s cousin’s son) and he took me  ing moving! Today we visited another old castle (Césis
to the beach and to his home. He is very nice. (Visits with castle). We climbed a super-narrow staircase to get to
relatives in Latvia took place with Elena’s parents’ permis- different levels of the castle. We had to carry lanterns,
sion, which was granted in advance of the trip.) because it was so dark in some places. We climbed to the
very bottom (to the dungeon where they kept prisoners)!
July 18 — Today we saw an old house(s) and how Latvians Then we went to a silversmith’s studio (to see how jewelry
lived 150 years ago (at the Open Air Ethnographic Muse- based on ancient designs is made). | made my very own
um). Then we visited an old castle (Turaida) and climbed coin as well! The food is amazing! I'm going to miss these
many, many stairs to get to the top of the tower, but it kids very much! It has been a blast getting to know them!

was worth it! The view was spectacular! We played “hu-

man fooseball” at where we stayed. We all jumped in the July 20 — Our first stop today was a potter’s studio. We

nearby pond at the guest house! The water was cold, but learned how the artist makes pottery. Then he let us try

fun and refreshing. Too much fun! it ourselves! For lunch we had chilled beet soup. | really
loved it and everyone thought the pink color was so pret-
ty! Inthe afternoon, we visited the Basilica at Aglona. It
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Elena Pocs (first from left) with the “Heritage Latvia”
group on the steps of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Latvia

was so large and extravagently decorated. | told everyone
that my relative had onced worked there. (GrandMara’s
mother’s uncle was Bishop A. Broks, who was arrested
during the German Occupation and sent to a Nazi con-
centration camp for preaching against the persecution of
Jews). We then visited the Bread Museum, walked around
a traditional Latvian home and ate dinner in that kitchen.
Everyone sang songs and danced afterward. Super fun!
We just got back from the sauna. To be honest, | didn’t
really like it that much. But the weather was beautiful.
There was a little drizzling rain and everything is so green!

July 21 - This morning we visited a modern Latvian
school. (Jersika School). It was surprising how small the
school was and that there were so few students. All

the grades (1st through 9th) attended the same school!
But all the students were so friendly. They all did their
best to speak English. They taught us some traditional
dances and we played a game of soccer. We then visited
Liktendarzs (a memorial to all those Latvia lost in the 20th
Century) The space was so beautiful and every piece of
artwork had so much meaning and symbolism. | bought a
brick to add to the stone walkway that is being developed
in this park. It will have my name engraved on it. So | will
be able to come back someday and see it!

July 22 — This morning we stopped at the Liepkalni bakery
and everybody bought tons of piragi! We tasted a non-
alcoholic beer. No one really thought it tasted too good,
though. The next place we stopped was - an ice cream
factory! Everyone made a batch of ice cream. It’s amaz-
ing how little ingredients you need to make ice cream.
Then everyone did a taste test of some of the different

flavors. My least favorite flavors were “beer” and
“potato,” but the red currant, plum and rhubarb
flavors were delicious. Next stop: the “Gotinu”
factory in Skriveri. We learned how (these
candies) are made. But did you know that each
piece of candy is hand-wrapped in paper? We
then wrapped some candies ourselves. It’s very
difficult! Our trip continued to a museum where
they told us about a famous Latvian writer (A.
Pumpurs Museum in Lielvarde). Then members
of our group went on stage and acted out the
author’s famous story about Lacplésis. This was
probably the highlight of the day! It was so much
fun. I've never laughed so hard! (Then we got
back in the bus and drove to Bauska.) After din-
ner we walked around the town, to burn off some
energy. Allin all, this was a very fun day — one of
the best yet! | can’t wait until | can talk to you about all of
it! Milul!

July 23 — This morning we quickly drove over to the bor-
der between Latvia and Lithuania. Now | have been in one
more country (Lithuania)! (Elena’s other grandmother is of
Lithuanian background.) Then we took a tour of this amaz-
ing palace (Castle Rundale). The decoration is so extrava-
gant and beautiful! There are detailed portraits in every
room. The gardens were my favorite. We were given 20
minutes to explore and together with my friend Ava we
found a tiny theater outside. We also went through a
secret opening in a hedge. After the castle tour, we drove
on to visit another school. (Aizpute school). This was a
fancier school and had better technology than my school!

| was jealous. The students were nice and spoke English
very well. We made pottery and cooked and decorated
wood pieces with Latvian symbols. We are having the
most interesting time. It’s going to be weird not seeing
these people (my “Heritage Latvia” friends) every day!

July 24 — Today we are in Liepaja. Itis so beautiful! Every
few feet the sidewalks have musical notes (embedded)

in them. We took a a look around the city. At the end of
the tour, we saw old military bunkers. Some were under-
ground, dark and frightening. Others were above ground.
There was one tilted at such an angle that when you stood
up straight, it looked like you were falling. Then we went
to an adorable crafts studio. One of our chaperones had
once worked there. We made candles, kneeded clay, and
made amber bracelets. Across the street in another Stu-
dio we had the chance to polish amber. Later we played
in the very cold water of the Liepaja beach. The sand was
so soft! In the evening the girls, including me, went to a
big store to look around and buy some snacks. We have
gotten to know each other very well; we are all such good
friends!
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July 25 — Today was pretty boring. We stopped
at another beach (Jirkalne) — very rocky and
cold. | practiced skipping stones on the water; |
didn’t get very good though. We stopped at an
old building, that had once been a manor house, |
but now it is being used as a place for a camp for
families. (Pelci). | chatted with my friend Emma
while the others went to look for the swimming
hole they never found. We spent much of the
day on the bus. Dinner was really good. It seems
like we always eat the same thing: meat, pota-
toes and salad.

July 26 — This morning everyone put on their
fanciest clothes and went to the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. | was chosen to present flowers to
the soon-to-be Latvian Ambassador to the United States
who met our group. | was very proud of that. Everyone
asked questions, then we took a group picture. Then we
went for a walk around Riga and saw a tiny bridge, where
there were hundreds of locks, which had been attached by
newly married couples. | was then able to meet up with
Gundars again. He took me to the beach with his daughter
and grandchildren. The children were so cute! They took
turns holding my hand. After a delicious lunch, we went
to a bog/swamp, that is actually below sea level! (Near
Kemeri) | had never seen anything like it! We climbed

up an (observation) tower in the middle of the bog, and
the view was just spectacular. It was just one of the most
amazing things!

July 27 - Our second to last day, and | am just devastated!

| have spent every minute of everyday with these people,
and | still don’t want to say good-bye. Today we went

to the U.S. Embassy. It is just gigantic! We talked with

the Ambassador. It was pretty interesting. | was the one
who gave her our gift of candy. Then | met up with Marta
(Grandfather Eugenijs’ cousin’s daughter). She walked me
all over Riga to her brother’s house. Then we all drove to
the beach. The water was a little cold...but we still had a
lot of fun! Then we went to a delicious sushi restaurant for
dinner. | met (Marta’s) brother and cousin. They wer very
nice! Just a very pleasant day!

July 28 — It’s my last day...I'm so sad. | absolutely LOVE

it here! And I’'m going to miss these people so, so much.
Anyway, today we visited the newspapers LAIKS headquar-
ters. Then we took a tour of the Latvian National Library
— very beautiful. Then Marta’s mom'’s friend was able to
get the entire group a special tour inside the Freedom
Monument. We climbed a narrow starcase up to the feet
of Lady Liberty. It was such a lucky opportunity. Then we
took paddleboats and paddled around the canal. For din-

ner, we went to this restaurant where the waiters dressed
up in old-time clothes. Afte we ate, we played carnival
games. My friend spend 20 Euros on one game. She still
couldn’t win it. So the girl running the booth just gave her
the prize. It’s going to be really hard to say good-bye. But
| had the most amazing time. | feel like | can do anything
now. Thank you!

Thank God Elena is home safe and sound. The last leg

of her trip turned out to be longer than the others’. The
“Heritage Latvia” trip began and ended in Newark’s
airport. Elena still had to fly across half the continent to
Denver. Riga — Denver — 24 hours en route! We are happy
that Elena liked the trip so much. Her postcards were
always so positive. A few things weren’t mentioned. They
visited Pel¢i where the 3X3 camp was being held, but they
weren’t sure what was happening there. The Occupation
Museum seemed small with a lot of text to read. St. Pe-
ter’s tower was closed for repairs. They skipped the Mu-
seum of Art to have more time to visit with relatives. They
were very happy with the hotels and accommodations.
We have only the best to say about the “Heritage Latvia”
tour — the organizers fulfilled all of their promises, and
helped everyone coordinate their connections in Newark
airport. Thanks to all who made our summer happy as
well: Elena, her parents, “Heritage Latvia” and ALA; our
relatives in Latvija, Elena’s new friends from the trip and
all of the organizations and people who were responsible
for the “Heritage Latvia” group during their wonderful
adventure in Latvia. THANK YOU!

Elena’s grandparents
Mara and Eugenijs Pocs
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ALA ari 201].gada piedavas tris dazadus celojumus uz Latviju:

III

1) ,Sveika, Latvija!” - izglitojosi celojumi ik gadu uz Latviju latviski runajoSiem jaunieSiem vecuma no 13 lidz
15 gadiem, kas ir beigusi 8. klasi latviesu skola. ,Sveika, Latvija!” programma dibinata 1997. gada, un kops ta laika
taja ir piedalijusies vairak neka 600 jaunie$u. Sovasar bis divi celojumi, katra apméram 20 dalibnieki, ieskaitot no
Kanadas un Australijas , no 9.-23. janijam un no 10.-24. augustam.

2) “Heritage Latvia” - izglitojoSs celojums pa Latviju anglu valoda latviesu izcelsmes jaunieSiem. Visados vei-
dos, ieskaitot marsruta bagatibu, tikSanas iespéjas ar Latvijas vienaudziem un nodarbibu daudzveidibu, ,Heritage
Latvia” programma Iidzinas ,,Sveika, Latvija!” braucienam. Kops 2006. gada Sis programmas ietvaros 72 jauniesi

ar sajusmu ir apcelojusi Latviju, iem1léjusi savu latviesu vecvecaku dzimteni un bagatinajusi savu latvisko manto-
jumu. , Heritage Latvia” brauciens paredzéts no 14. — 28. jilijam.

3) “Hello, Latvia/Sveika, dzimtene!” celojumi uz Latviju kops 1998. gada piedava pieaugusajiem ALA biedriem
un gimeném iespéju érti, drosi un bez riipém apcelot Latviju. Organizétaji gada par naktsmajam, maltitém, trans-
portu, gidiem un biletém uz mizejiem un citiem pasakumiem. Anglu un latviesu valodas celojums no 15. - 28.
julijam . Cena : $2500 (dalibnieks pats gada par lidojumu uz Latviju un satiek grupu Riga 15. jalija).

Tuvaka informacija par 2017. gada braucieniem: alaprojects@alausa.org vai tel. 301 340-8719.

ALA pieSkir Atzinthas rakstus IatvieSu sabiedriskajiem darbiniekiem ASY

2016. gada ALAs Atzinibas raksti pieskirti Siem 34 sabiedriskajiem darbiniekiem latviesu centros:

Jurim Raudsepam, Bostona
Marijai Felkers, Grandrapidos
ligai Kalninai, Grandrapidos
Marijai Visockis, Grandrapidos
Marim Kancam, Indianapolé
Marim Karklinam, Indianapole
Arnim Kengim, Trejupés
Dagnijai Bitei, Linkolna
Peéterim Lipinam, Linkolna
Mikelim Abulam, Milvokos
Tijai Abuls, Milvokos

Vitautam Beldavam, Milvokos
Dzintrai Erkmanei, Milvokos
Edviman Erkmanim, Milvokos
Marai Riterei, Milvokos

Janim Stakam, Milvokos
Vilnim Strelniekam, Milvokos

Monikai Veldrei, Milvokos

Dave Veldre, Milvokos

Marai Zepai, Milvokos

Skaidritei Dombrovskai, Mineapole
Aldim Svalbem, Mineapolée

Intai Sams, NudZersija

Dacei Aperanei, Nujorka

llonai Kudinai, Nujorka

Inarai Beitlerei, Portlande

Janim Zommerem, Portlande
Veltai Zadinai, Rocestera

Janim Bebrim, Vasingtona

Inesei Berzinai, VaSingtona

Elgai Ozolai, VaSingtona
Dzintrai PruZinskai, Sanfrancisko
Artim Salminam, Sanfrancisko
Ivaram Balinam, Denvera
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]I%? ALAs Kulturas fonda 2016. gada athalsfitie projekti
*

Radosas stipendijas un skandarba pirmatskanosanas atbalsta pieskirsana no komponista
Aleksandra Okolo-Kulaka pieminas fonda.

1. Radosa stipendija pieskirta komponistei Lolitai Ritmanei ar radoSo grupu Andru Stasko, Artliru Rlsi un uzveduma
“Te nu més esam” radosSo muzikas ansambli “Te nu més esam” mazikas komponésanai un mazikas aranzéjuma
veido3anai mazikalajam uzvedumam “Te nu més esam” ($2 500.- no komponista Aleksandra Okolo-Kulaka
pieminas fonda).

2. Atbalsts piekirts Pétera Vaska kompozicijas anglu ragam ar orkestri pirmatskanojumam Nujorka, Celsijas

Simfoniska (Chelsea Symphony) orkestra izpildijuma 2017. gada 28. janvari. Solists Jason Smaller
($500.- no komponista Aleksandra Okolo-Kulaka pieminas fonda).

No Kultiiras fonda saziedotajiem lidzekliem atbalstitie projekti:

1. “Neesam aizbégusi”. Gramata - dokumentalu stastu krajums par ASV dzivojosSiem latvieSiem un vinu ieguldijumu
misdienu Latvija (planots izdot 2017. g. rudeni).
lesniedz: Tatjana Zagare — Vitina ($2 000.- no ALA KF Edgara Siinas pieminas fonda).
2. “Te nu més esam”. Multimediju dziesmu spéle, uzvedums.
lesniedz: Lolita Ritmanis ($2000.-, atbalstot 2017. g. viesizrades).
3. Gramatas “Kazimirs Vilnis” izdoSana (planots izdot 2017. g. rudeni).
lesniedz: Janis Elksnis (51 000.-).
4. Atbalsts avizes ,Mazpulks” izdosanai (3- 4 numuri 2017. gada). lesniedz: Agr. Arvids Blodnieks ($700.-).
5. Pétijuma “Rietumu austrumos: Baltijas valstis no stratégijas viedokla” (virsraksts var tikt mainits) izdosana latviesu
valoda (planots izdot 2017.g. vasara). lesniedz: Dr. Likass Milevskis ($1 100.-).
6. Pasaules latvieSu makslas centra (PLMC) pétniecibas centra izveide, Césis, Latvija.
(PLMC ir PLMS filiale organizacija - Latvijas nodibinajums, Latvija.)
lesniedz: Lelde Kalmite. (S1 200.- plauktu iegadei jaunizveidotajai bibliotékai, makslas darbu arhivam).
7. Dokumentalas filma “Kokle” uznemsanai (filmu planots pabeigt 2017. g. pavasari).
lesniedz: Egija Hartmane-Salem ($2 000.-).
8. Monumentala instalacija Latvijas Nacionalaja Bibliotéka (LNB) “Simts raksti” (planots istenot 2017. g. pavasari). lesn-
iedz: Rita Grendze ($2 300.-).
9. “Stastu sega Latvijai”, segas izveide par godu Latvijas simtgadei no arpus Latvijas dzivojosu latvieSu darinatiem
auduma gabaliniem (pirmais darba posms 2016.-2017. gada). lesniedz: Aija Abene, LaPa muzejs ($1 400.-).
10. Dokumentalas filma “Atminas par Eslingenu” uznemsana (filmu planots pabeigt 2018. g. pavasari). lesniedz: nodibin.
,Sibirijas bérni“, vad., Dzintra Geka ($1 400.-).
11. “Trimdadimd.com” vietnes attistiba (planots istenot 2017. gada). lesniedz: Mara Pelécis ($1 500.-).
12. Daba Biivé Daba Vieno: Ojars Feldbergs un Laura Feldberga — kultiiras apmainas brauciens (planots 2017. gada).
lesniedz: Tamie Ringler, Anita Strautmane ($1 200.-).
13. “Lodzins uz Latviju”. Isfilmas timekli - reportazas jaunieSiem par aktualiem tematiem vai Latvijas
kulttirvésturiskajam vietam (2017. g. pavasari). lesniedz: llze Jégere un Janis Labucs ($1 400.-).
14. Daugavpils Universitates JauniesSu interesu izglitibas skolas Humanitara akadémija jauniesiem (HAJ)
studiju programmas ,Latvijas jaunatnes intelekts Latvijas nakotnei” 2016./2017.gada apmacibas nodrosinasana.
lesniedz: Dr. Maija Burima. ($800.-)
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4 Repiesenting

ﬁ |.$ the Estomntan Asrerican National Cowneil, Ine
- the Aserican Latwian Associstiosn, Ine,

the Lithuanian Asrerican Council, Ine.

Jomt Baltic American National Committee, Inc.

My name is Karl Altau, and I'm the Managing Director of
the Joint Baltic American National Committee, Inc., known
also by our acronym JBANC. JBANC represents the primary
Baltic-American National organizations — the American Lat-
vian Association, the Estonian American National Council,
and the Lithuanian American Council. We were founded in
1961 and are celebrating our 55" anniversary this year.

We represent one million Baltic-Americans and have worked
closely with Congress, the Administration and its agencies
in that half century to enhance United States policy towards
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.

I'd like to thanks the Commission
on Security and Cooperation in
Europe [Helsinki Commission]
for hosting this very important
and timely briefing focusing on
Security and the Baltic countries.
We’ve worked very closely with
the Commission on support-
ing the passage of the Belarus
Democracy Reauthorization Act
and the Magnitsky legislation.
We are also supporting our
Ukrainian friends in their time
of need.

Today, however, we need to
get back to our Baltic roots and
talk about the new reality of

Remarks hefore Helsinki Gommission
December 7, 2016
“Baltic Security After the Warsaw
NATO Summit”

The Baltics have been doing their job — particularly as NATO
allies since their admission to NATO in 2004. Estonia, Latvia,
and Lithuania have been eager and active partners in NATO
and with the United States. We see these positive relation-
ships mirrored here in the United States daily.

In the past, we fought for decades to help raise awareness
about the Baltic countries and their plight behind the Iron
Curtain and to help see the countries of our heritage restore
independence. It can’t be repeated enough - one of the key
elements for the duration of that time was the Welles Decla-

deterring Russian aggression Karl Altau (center), the Managing Director of the Joint Baltic American National Com-
and dealing with the increasing mittee, testifies before the Helsinki Commission on Dec. 7, 2016

provocations of Moscow. There

haven’t really been any Baltic-

focused public briefings or hearings for a long time, mainly
because the region has been a positive model and success
story. Today’s briefing coincides with a coordinated visit of
Baltic parliamentarians to Washington, and to Congress. I'd
like to acknowledge some of my Baltic-American colleagues
and Baltic embassy representatives who are here today,
along with board members of the Baltic American Freedom
Foundation, an organization doing great work in providing
practical work experience in the United States for young
professionals from Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.

ration, the U.S. policy to not recognize the Soviet annexation
of the Baltic countries. It was a principled and morally correct
policy that stood for 50 years.

The Baltic-American communities worked very hard to sup-
port the aspirations of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania to be-
come NATO members. One of the high points was collecting
over 25,000 signatures from all 50 states, plus Washington,
DC and Puerto Rico, in a year-long campaign to ask the Presi-
dent to help ensure that the Baltics are invited to join NATO
at the 2002 Prague Summit. Baltic-American representatives
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across the country came to the White House on September
10, 2001, to deliver those petitions. The results of seeing
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania join the Alliance was something
we all took great pride and joy in. We are grateful that they
have punched above their weight, and that they remain
strong adherents to Alliance principles. Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania are active and capable contributors to our joint
defense and defenders of Western standards and democracy.

We’ve all heard the phrase that “freedom is not free.” It is
something to constantly improve upon, with many tweaks
along the way. We don’t want to see those freedoms, West-
ernvalues, and the framework of the relationship with NATO
jeopardized. However, with Russia’s revanchist aggression,
we are now experiencing the
most difficult challenges we
have faced in the 25 years of
restored independence.

There have been difficult times
before with Russia’s offen-
sive actions — from energy
cutoffs in Lithuania, the 2007
cyber-attacks against Esto-
nia, continuing disinformation
campaigns targeting Latvia.
Russia’s war against Georgia in
2008 was more than an omen.
The Kremlin’s calculations, it
appeared, led down a rocky
road which eventually mani-
fested again with the events
in Ukraine. Soon, there will be
three years of war there — with
daily bloodshed and no end in
sight. Crimea is occupied, and
the info wars have ramped up
to new heights. Have we done
everything to counter this ag-
gression?

Has NATO met the challenges?

While we saw some issues incrementally addressed at pre-
vious Summits in Chicago in 2012 and Wales in 2014, the
response from this summer’s Warsaw Summit was certainly
a more serious adjustment of priorities. There, NATO stated
it was fully prepared to defend the alliance and pledged an
increase in military spending in response to Russia’s unpre-
dictable and aggressive behavior in the region.

I’'m sure the other two panelists will give a closer look at the
details and how these moves fit.

So, what can WE do? First, we must ensure that U.S. defense
funding needs are met. Second is to ensure the transition

Karl Altau (standing), with Latvian representative on
the JBANC board - Ingrida Lisis and former intern Eriks
Lazdins

to a Trump Administration that fully understands and sup-
ports these goals. Third is to continue to recognize Russia’s
threats as a whole, and to support U.S. efforts to address
these threats.

(1) JBANC has been urging swift passage of the $3.4 bil-
lion European Reassurance Initiative in the Defense bill,
and we’re happy to see additional funding being provided
for Overseas contingencies. ERI has been a response to
increasing Russian aggression and supports increased U.S.
investment in five areas:

1) presence, 2) training and exercises, 3) infrastructure, 4)
prepositioned equipment, and 5) building partner capacity.

We aren’t excited about the
prospect of a Continuing Reso-
lution lasting well into spring
-we'd prefer longer-term plan-
ning and commitment —but we
do see ample evidence that
there is overwhelming support
in Congress for addressing Rus-
sia’s rising militarism. It is im-
perative to send the message
that the United States means
business and that we will con-
tinue to stand against tyranny.
While our NATO allies Britain,
Canada, and Germany are es-
tablishing high readiness com-
bat battalions in Estonia, Latvia,
and Lithuania, respectively, it is
vital to continue showing the
U.S. flag in the Baltic countries
as well, with ongoing increased
forward presence - regular
rotational deployments, opera-
tions, exercises, and more. We
can’t forget the key National
Guard relationships. Nor the
important Nordic relationships.

(2) Aswe reach outto the new Trump administration, we are
reminded about statements made which question the pur-
pose and existence of NATO, and the commitment of its mem-
bers. JBANC stands firm in its belief that NATO and America’s
commitment to its NATO allies is fundamental to ensuring
U.S. and European security, and urges the next Administra-
tion to continue to support all NATO allies, including the Baltic
countries, and reaffirm commitment to the Treaty’s Article V.

The Baltic countries are undeniably strong in their com-
mitments to NATO and fully understand what is at stake.
Although challenged in fully rebuilding their militaries over
the past 25 years, they have worked to fulfill their NATO obli-
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gations. Estonia spends over 2% of GDP of pledged defensive
expenditures, and while currently just under 2%, Latvia and
Lithuania have been increasing their military budgets more
rapidly than any of the other NATO members over the past
few years, and will be reaching that threshold soon. There
has been rock-solid commitment and engagement by the
Baltic countries in supporting NATO and U.S.-led actions.

The Alliance faces increasing unconventional threats. It is
imperative for allies to share their collective knowledge in
key security areas — whether cyber, strategic communica-
tion, or in the energy security sphere. Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania make substantial contributions in all of these areas.

The United States cannot allow any
weakening of resolve or commitment
to our allies. The ironclad long-lasting
leadership of the United States in NATO
is critically important. Baltic-Americans
particularly understand the importance
of effective U.S. leadership in support-
ing these alliances.

Together with our partners, the Cen-

tral and East European Coalition, we

represent not just three, but 13 com-

munities in the U.S. and more than 20

million Central and Eastern European

Americans. Together, we strongly back

the United States’ continued uncondi-

tional commitment to upholding the

NATO Treaty as well as U.S. support for

the territorial integrity and sovereignty

of all Central and Eastern European na-
tions. The organization stands firmin its
belief that America’s close cooperation
with all NATO allies and partners is fun-
damental to ensuring U.S. and European
security.

We are reminded of the words of then-NATO Supreme Allied
Commander Gen. Philip Breedlove, who stated at a hearing
of the U.S. House Armed Services Committee in February
this year that «Russia has chosen to be an adversary and
poses a long-term existential threat to the United States
and to our European allies and partners.” Earlier this year
the CEEC sponsored a policy forum on NATQO’s stance on
Russia on Capitol Hill. A major theme of the discussion
characterized Russia’s increasing aggression since 2008 not
only in terms of fanning regional conflicts but as a funda-
mental assault on the post-World War Il international order.

(3) Russia’s ongoing wars are of the greatest concern. |
personally feel that the Putin and Assad regimes should be
investigated for war crimes in their bombing campaigns in
Syria. However, Moscow’s crimes against Ukraine are also
horrible and must not be ignored. Having Russian missiles
deployed to Kaliningrad within striking distance of capitals in
Poland, Germany, the Baltics, and Belarus is very worrying.
Russia’s actions have the potential to escalate to a wider
European conflict. Our efforts to deter such threats now are
critical. In addition, Russia’s unrelenting disinformationc-
campaign and other hybrid threats of destabilization put all
of our allies at great peril.

Latvia’s ambassador Andris Teikmanis (third from left) hosts his first JBANC -
Embassies meeting at the Latvian Embassy. The quarterly meetings, attended
by the three Baltic ambassadors, JBANC board members, as well as ALA
representatives, help facilitate and coordinate political information exchange
between the parties.

While the legislation to support military funding is final-
ized, we must also remember to support efforts to stymie
Russian disinformation, to support sanctions against the
Putin regime to uphold human rights through the Global
Magnitsky Act, and to support Ukraine, particularly now
via H.R. 5094, the Stability and Democracy (STAND) for
Ukraine Act. This helps push for sanctions against Russia
and supports Ukraine’s territorial integrity, particularly the
non-recognition of Crimea’s annexation.

We look forward to working with all of you in the coming year
to ensure the continued security, stability, and well-being of
the Baltic countries as NATO allies and partners. Thank you
for the opportunity to speak here today.
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July 23, 2016

AMERICAN LATVIAN ASSOCIATION STATEMENT TO THE MEDIA

In recent days, prominent politicians have called into question American commitments to NATO and the concept of
international engagement. The board of the American Latvian Association, representing 100,000 Americans of Latvian
descent, strongly objects to these proposed policies.

ALA supports a robust transatlantic relationship and unwavering American commitment to the NATO alliance. We be-
lieve that American global engagement benefits us as Americans by ensuring peace and prosperity. And engagement
abroad helps those in foreign countries achieve and maintain political and economic freedom. American leadership
helped free millions from the chains of communism, including the citizens of Latvia, and gave them a new voice in the
world.

To be sure, we American taxpayers make a substantial investment in our military and ALA understands that the American

commitment to international organizations may at times appear disproportionately high. But it is impossible to quantify
the resources and lives saved, and the wars and conflicts avoided, because of this preparedness and leadership. A with-

drawal from global engagement could create vacuums soon filled by non-democratic regimes that would operate counter
to U.S. national-security interests.

Further, America’s role in stabilizing the international order has benefited our citizens by growing world economic out-
put, as measured by the IMF, from $5 trillion to $70 trillion in the 70 years since the end of World War II. It is difficult to
imagine Wall Street or Main Street benefiting from instability and isolation. That is why we conclude that engagement is
good for America and the global community.

The United States and Latvia have an enduring relationship that should be safeguarded and preserved. In the 25 years
since the formal restoration of Latvian-U.S. relations, the two countries have continued to cement their political, eco-
nomic, and cultural relations, building on a foundation sealed by the U.S.’s brave and steadfast policy on non-recogni-
tion of the Soviet annexation of the Baltics.

Since regaining its independence, Latvia has embraced democracy and the open market and its success and potential
embodies the shared vision of a Europe whole and free. The Latvian military has been a reliable partner by deploying
troops to conflict zones such as Afghanistan, Irag and Somalia in direct support of U.S. and NATO-led missions and opera-
tions. Latvia takes its security seriously and is increasing its military spending by 40% annually, despite still recovering
from the global financial crisis of 2008, to meet the obligatory NATO threshold of 2% GDP by 2018. Perhaps most impor-
tantly, it acts as NATO’s window to the East, helping American policymakers understand the complex region.

ALA has always been a non-partisan organization, reflecting the diversity of its membership. ALA has maintained excel-
lent working relationships with many presidential administrations and with both parties in Congress including Repub-
licans such as George W. Bush and John McCain and Democrats Bill Clinton and Robert Byrd. And we will continue to
remain neutral in 2017 by not endorsing a presidential candidate but intend to educate the nominees about the Baltic
States, their regional concerns, and the benefits of vibrant international relations.

Latvia respects and highly values its NATO alliance with the United States. The Latvian people’s suffering through World
War Il and the Soviet occupation has taught them the value of freedom and the price to be paid to maintain that free-
dom. ALA encourages its members to reach out to the presidential nominees and share Latvia’s story and explain why

continued American engagement benefits Americans and the world.

Péeteris Blumbergs
President, American Latvian Association
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ALA aicina tautiesus ASVY gatavoties
Latvijas simtgadei!

Dzims$anas dienas ir jasvin ari valstim! 2018. gada Latvija svinés Valsts neatkaribas proklamésanas 100. gadadienu. ALA
uzskata par savu pienakumu aicinat tautieSus ASV iesaistities svétku pasakumu planosana, rikoSana un svinésana. lzvei-
dosim kopigu ASV latvieSu programmu, lai varam godam, lepni un priecigi sagaidit Latvijas Valsts dzimSanas dienu.

Saksim svinét Sogad kopa ar tautieSiem visa pasaulé, atziméjot 4. maija “Balta galdauta svétkus” - simbolisko Latvijas
otro dzim$anas dienu. 1990.gada 4. maija Latvijas PSR Augstaka padome ar 138 balsim pienéma “Deklaraciju par Latvijas
valstiskas neatkaribas atjaunoSanu” un pasludinaja 1940.gada 17. jinija PSRS militaro agresiju ka starptautisku noziegu-
mu pret Latvijas Republikas suverenitati.

“Balta galdauta svetku” ideja ir pavisam vienkarsa: sanakt kopa pie skaisti klata balta galda, atceréties un parrunat, ko
mums nozimé bat latvieSiem briva valsti - Latvija. Atgadinat sev, ka més esam PAR — par to, ka mums ir sava valsts, iespéja
brivi runat, brivi domat un brivi izvéléties savu nakotni.

Latvijas Kultliras ministrijas Simtgades birojs mums, ASV latvieSiem, ir devis Tpasu atlauju pielikt anglu valodas saukli
oficialajam Simtgades logotipam: “Celebrate 2018!”. ALA aicina visiem to izmantot, lai pievérstu ASV iedzivotaju
uzmanibu par Latviju un latvieSiem. lesim visi tautas svinét savu latvietibu!

Ailu, manu skalu balsi

Ka no tira zelta lietu! ) _
Kad es savu balsi laidu,
Skiet tautinds tauréjam. s

Liga Ejupe,
|

ALAs Kultiras nozares vaditaja CELEBRATE 2018!

Stkaku informaciju var meklét: www.alausa.org.

Tiek veidota Tpasa simtgades majas lapa: www.lv100usa.org

ALA Gall to Action to Start Gelebrating Latvia’s Gentennial!

Birthdays are meant to be celebrated, even for countries. In 2018 Latvia will celebrate the centennial of its Declaration of
Independence. ALA believes that it is every Latvian's responsibility to contribute to planning, arranging and celebrating
centennial events. Let’s together build a cohesive and nonstop program that is joyful and deserving of our honor and our
pride as Latvians!

We will start the celebration this year by joining Latvians around the world in commemorating May 4th or “White Table-
cloth Celebration”, Latvia’s symbolic second birthday. On May 4, 1990, Latvia’s Supreme Soviet voted FOR the “Restora-
tion of Independence for the Republic of Latvia”, and declared the Soviet occupation of Latvia on June 17, 1940 illegal,
unconstitutional and against the will of the people.

The purpose of the “White Tablecloth Celebration” is simple: to come together around a beautifully laid white table to
remember what it means to be a Latvian in a free country... To remind ourselves that we have a country in which we
have the freedom to speak, to think and to choose our future.

The Centennial committee of the Latvian Ministry of Culture has granted us special permission to add our own slogan to
the official Centennial logo: “Celebrate 2018!”. ALA invites everyone to use this logo to raise awareness for Latvia and
Latvians. Let’s all celebrate our Latvian-ness!
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2X2 —taisnakais un

atrakais celS uz latvietihu

2016. gada jalija Latvija, rezidencé “Kurzeme”
norisinajas 2x2 nometne, kas sagadaja
vienreizéju un neaizmirstamu piedzivojumu
vairak neka septindesmit jaunieSiem no
astonam pasaules valstim, kuru vidu bija
ari desmit Amerikas latvieSu apvienibas
(ALA) atbalstiti stipendiati. Caur lekcijam un
praktiskam nodarbibam, caur kopdziedasanu
un diskusijam 2x2 dalibniekiem tika pavérta
iespéja iedzilinaties latviska mantojuma un
nostiprinat savu latvisko identitati.

Nedé|u gara 2x2 nometné daltbniekiem bija iespéja
gan piedalities izzinosas lekcijas un nodarbibas
par Latvijas politiku, kultlru, gatavo$anos Latvi-
jas 100. gadei, uznéméjdarbibu, gan piedalities
kopdziedasana, tautas deju un ara nodarbibas,
apglt latvisko virtuvi, filmésanu, folkloru, rotkalsanu un
tradicionalo podniecibu.

To, kadu iespaidu uz dalibniekiem atstajusas septinas 2x2
nometné pavaditas dienas, apliecina dalibnieku sniegtas
atsauksmes. Atskatoties uz 2x2 norisi, Liva Kalve no Mil-
vokiem raksta: “Manas spilgtakas emocijas ir no briziem,
kad visi vienojamies dziesmas un dejas. Dziesmu kari vai
nik$ana, kad es sajutu to, ka gan cilvéki, kas nak no Lat-
vijas, gan arzemém, saprotas viena valoda.” Lidzigas
atminas ar 2x2 saista Gunti Ratinu no Merilandes, kura
spilgtaka atmina no nometnes ir sédésana pie ugunskura,
kopdziedasana un dejosana. “Es spéléju akordeonu, citi de-
joja basketbola laukuma. Kopa més nokéram vienu ritmu

Kultiiras ministre Dace Melbdrde un dalibnieki ar
apkart pasaulei celojoso Latvijas simtgades karogu

PASAULES LATVIESU JAUNATNES SEMINARS
2018

un sajitas,” atminas dalas Guntis Rating. “Sis laiks nometné
man ir bijis Joti svarigs. Bat nometnég, kur visur valda tikai
prieks, staro energija, un visi ir vienoti par masu kultliru
un latvietibu. Nekad neaizmirsisu pirmo vakaru - dancu va-
karu. Tad vél viens otru nepazinam, bet varéjam vienoties
deja un izpriecaties no sirds,” savas atminas dalas llze Vi-
zule no ASV. Tomeér reizé ar nokertam pozitivam emocijam,
daudziem dalibniekiem 2x2 bija dzil$ pardzivojums un cels
uz savas latviskas identitates nostiprinasanu.

“Esam apzinajusies, ka lai kur art bdtu, vispirms esam
latvieSi. Esam ieguvusi draugus uz mdZu. Mdasos ir
iesaknojusies apzina, ka esam varena tauta, kuru ir verts
sargat, slavét un cildinat ik dienu. Neaizmirsisim to! Lep-
osimies ar to! Baudisim to kopa it visurl,” nometnes
nosléguma rakstija nometnes dalibnieki Edgars Korsaks-
Mills no Latvijas un Mara Giga no ASV. “Mums ir tikai viena
vieta, kur rupjmaizi cep tik melnu ka uzarta zeme, un sieru
sien saules apaluma. Kur visisakaja gada nakti més lecam
pari ugunij un saredzam ritdienu tas dimos. Kur sitam kaju
zemé un dzirdam, ka ta dimd no Kurzemes véjragiem lidz
Latgales ezeriem. Un mdsu zelts ir meZa zalJuma, spéks —
dainu Cetrrindé un rakstaina josta, dvésele — tikai tik, cik
pasi esam. Sis bis stasts par latvieSiem. Stipriem cilvékiem,
pretrunigiem, spitigiem, kaisligiem, tik neaprékinamiem ka
zeme, kas tos radijusi,” piebilda Edgars no Latvijas un Mara
no ASV. Starp nometnes dalibniekiem Latvijas kultlru un
tradicijas jaunatklaja ar1 daudzi dalibnieki no Latvijas, ku-
riem ta bija pirma padzilinata iepaziSanas ar latviesu folk-
loras un tautas tradicijam.
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”2x2” nometnes vadibas loka dallbmekl ar kultiras ministri Daci Melbardi Rezidencé Kurzeme 2016. gada vasarda

Ka kopt savu latvietibu ikdiena? Ka padarit folkloru un
tradicijas ne tikai par skaistu un nozimigu daJu nometnes,
bet ari par daJu masu ikdienas dzives? Savas atzinas dalas
2x2 folkloras ievirzes vaditaja un folkloras kopas Skandinie-
ki dalitbniece Darta Apsite, kura skaidro, ka 2x2 piedava loti
daudz, ko panemt lidzi ikdienai. Ka pieméru vina min, gal-
da dziesmas dziedasanu pirms édienreizém. “Ta ir ka masu
|GgSana vai pateiciba,” skaidro Darta. Vina bilst, ka daudzi
latviesu jaunieSi doma3, ka latviesu folklora neorientgjas,
bet tik un ta Janos un Ziemassvétkos neapzinati praktizé
daZadas latviesu tautas tradicijas. Dartas ieskata nav

tadas vienas konkrétas pareizas tradicijas, bet ir svarigi, ka
gimené tadas vispar ir. “Tradicijas mums palidz noturéties
kaut kada kodola vai ritma. Ja to nebdtu, tad mums
nebdtu atskaites punktu. Tas mums palidz dzivot vieglak,
jo ir kopigs ritms,” piebilst Darta. Jaatzimé, ka ikviens
jaunietis vecuma no 18 lidz 30 gadiem aicinats registréties
daltbai 2017. gada 2x2 nometné, kas norisinasies
Latvija, viesu nama “Mezrozes” (Vidzemé) no 6.
[idz 14. jalijam.

Martina Graubes pateiciba ALAi:

“Sogad bija pirma reize savd miza, ka
dablju piedalities 2x2 nometng€, un pirma
reize divpadsmit gados vispar bat Latvija.
lepriek§ nometnes, Tsti daudz nezinaju par
2x2, iznemot to, ko izlasiju majas lapa, un to ko
esmu dzird€jis no masam. lIzklausijas ka briniskigs
veids iepazities ar jaunieSiem no visas pasaules
kopigi pavadot laiku un macoties par Latviju, savu
tautibu, un véel. Un ta sanaca daudz vairak ko es
sagaidiju. Pavadiju veselu nedé|u kopa ar tik jau-

triem un draudzigiem cilvékiem kamér kopigi macijamies
daudz ko par Latviju, gan par veciem laikiem, un ar1 Latvijas
nakotni, dziedajam vecas dziesmas, kuras visi zinaja, gan arl
pavisam jaunas dziesmas, ko dazi tik laipni ar mums dalija,
dancojam lidz misu kajas nespéja izturét, un tik daudz vél.
Un pat péc tam, ka beidzot bija laiks atvadities, vél priecajos
zinat, ka man muzigi vél bds tas atminas un tie draugi, ko
izveidoju un satiku nometné. PatieSam bija mana vislabaka
nedéla kops esmu bijis Latvija, un nekad neaizmirsisu visu,
ko esmu iemacijies tur. Art esmu isti pateicigs, visiem tiem,
kas palidzéja lai realizétu So nometni, un ALAI, bez kuriem
man nebdtu bijis ta iespéja uz So nometni tikt. Paldies!”

llze Garoza
PBLA generalsekretare un
“2x2” vadibas loka dalibniece

A A
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Milai Andrai Zommerei un ALAs valdei,

It nemaz nezinaju, ko sagaidit, braucot
uz 2x2 nometni. Biju tikai dzirdéjusi
varenas atsauksmes no citiem Ameri-
kas jaunieSiem. Tagad, péc nometnes,
ir bailigi iedomaties, ka gandriz nebltu
piedalijusies, ja nebltu sanémusi ALAs
stipendiju.

Pirmajas dienas man radas |oti liels prieks

satikties ar vispasaules latvieSiem un piedalities nodarbibas , bet vél meklgju atbildi, kapéc més te tieSam esam un kas
ir taipasa nometnes sajita, par ko ieprieksejie dalibnieki stasta? Péc dienas, divam man visas domas saka sanakt kopa.
Ir interesanti atklat, ka péc Garezera vasaras vidusskolas absolvésanas, sastopamies ar traki aiznemtu dzives posmu,
kur nav atrodams labs mirklis tieSam iedzilinaties domas un parrunas par savu latvietibu. Ka pieaugusiem mums sak
attalinaties latvieSu saites, kamér universtates un karjeras pienakumi stumjas uz prieksu. Es teikSu, kad sanem ne
tikai dazas stundas, bet veselu pilnu nedélu, lai iedzilinatos domas par misu Dieva doto davanu, domas sak skriet uz
visadiem jauniem, nepazistamiem un vareniem virzieniem. Man bija lielas pardomas par manu latviesu identitati, — ko
latvietiba man nozimé? Ka es to varu ikdiena uzturét? Ka varu nakotné uzturét latvieSu valodu un kultiru Amerika?
Ka varu saudzét tas bailes un ari drosmi, kas neatlava maniem vecvecakiem pamest savu latvisko garu? Ka varu bt ne
tikai piederiga, bet arT noderiga Latvijai? Vai bitu jaatgriezas dzivot Latvija? Saprotu, ka ne katram jautajumam ir kada
konkréta atbilde, un tas ir griti. Dzilas domasir liela dala no 2x2 izjatam. Ne tikai man, bet mums visiem atklajas lidzigas
rdpes un lepnums, un kad sanakam kopa, mums ir liels spéks. Tur ir tada sajlta, ka més varétu veikt neiedomajamo.

Domaju, ka butu pareizi - péc jus atbalsta daltties par daziem maniem visspilgtakajiem piedzivojumiem. Nometnée
mums bija jaizvélas nodarbibas péc intreses. Izvéléjos piedalities uznémeéjdarbibas ievirzé un tautas deju projekta.
Uznémeéjdarbibas ievirzé macijamies par Latvijas ekonomisko klimatu un “lean canvas” biznesa plana formatu. Pasi
dalijamies ar savas uznémeéjdarbibas piedzivojumiem, prata vétra izdomajam jaunas biznesa idejas un tas prezentéjam
“pitc” stila masu izspéles investoriem. Mums ari bija vienreizéja iesp€ja klausities uznémigus latviesu viesus, kuri ir
uzsakusi pasi savu biznesu Latvija. Biju dzirdéjusi negativas lietas par biznesa uzsaksanu Latvija, bet péc Sis ievirzes es
labak saprotu, ka Latvija tieSam ir iespéjas dazadiem uznémejiem. Latvija sauc mis paliga!

Tautas deju projekta més macijamies jaunus solus, zimes, deju un par nopietno konkurenci starp deju kollektiviem
Latvija. Nebiju kopS Garezera vasaras vidusskolas dejojusi tautas dejas, un tas mani tieSam iepriecinaja! Viena vakara
nodarbiba, kura mani |oti iespaidoja, bija “Daudzinajums”. Es nekad tadu ceremoniju nebiju piedzivojusi. Lidzigi misu
senciem més visu dienu gatavojamies ceremonijai, lai godinatu Latvijas novadus. Tas bija |oti skaists un emocionals
vakars. Es taja momenta jutos tik paSparliecinata par manu tautu un tas saitém.

BUt atpakal nometnes gaisotné un tada iespaidiga latviska vidé bija tik atsvaidzinosi un svarigi man. Es nekad nebiju
izjutusi savu latvietibu, ka es to izjutu 2x2 nometné, un mana sirds pilnigi dziedaja. Es tik milzigi pateicos par ALAs
atbalstu un motivaciju, lai varétu piedalities Saja nometné. Es ceru, ka jUs izprotat, cik svariga §1 nometne ir Amerikas
jaunieSiem un mdsu latvieSu nakotnei, un turpinasit apsvért iespéjas ietekmét un iespaidot uzskatus un emocijas par
latvietibu.

Ciena,
llze Vizule
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Long Time Champion of Baltic Independence
Awarded the Truman - Reagan Medal of Freedom

Paul Goble’s relentless support for freedom and de-
mocracy in Eastern Europe and the Baltic States
acknowledged by the Victims of Communism
Memorial Foundation

The following remarks were delivered at the Triumph of
Liberty Reception & Dinner on June 9, 2016,
in Washington, DC.

A quarter of a century ago, with the triumph of demo-
cratic revolutions first in Eastern Europe and then in the
former Soviet Union, many people stopped thinking it was
important to continue to be anti-communist. Some, espe-
cially those who had long fought for the end of communist
rule in these countries, felt they had won and should now
go on to other things. And others were seduced by the no-
tions that the world had entered “the end of history,” that
ideology was no longer relevant in a time of “the clash

of civilizations,” and that talking about communism was
passé at best.

We should have learned by now that none of those
arguments ar as convincing as they appeared. Many of
the revolutions in the former Soviet bloc failed, with old
communists remaining in power with only the party name
changed. Vast numbers of people still live under commu-
nist dictatorships in China, Vietnam, Cuba, and elsewhere.
History did not end and the clash of civilizations did not
eliminate the importance of ideology, however much
some hoped for that outcome.

Consequently, talking about communism, instead of being
some kind of survival of a past that had disappeared, is
still very important, and this evening | would like to offer
ten reasons why | believe this may be even more impor-
tant now than it was during the Cold War, why | remain an
anti-communist, and why you should be too.

First, we have an obligation to honor all those who suf-
fered under communism.

No political or economic system has claimed as many
victims as communism. Hundreds of millions of dead,

and millions more deprived of their inherent rights and
opportunities. We are compelled to honor those who
have suffered and died because only in this way can we

be true to ourselves and our values — especially at a time
when many people have forgotten what has happened or
seek to minimize it or even equate communism with other
systems.

Founc

Victims of Communism

By remembering the victims of communism, we help
ensure that future generations will not live under such a
system and recommit ourselves to the defense of our own
values which all too often get lost in the noise of political
conflict. But more than that, we help encourage all those
who are still struggling, including those in post-communist
countries where some are building museums to remem-
ber the victims while others are gutting these institutions
and making them into a celebration of the jailors.

That is not something that is happening only in the
imagination of anti-communists as some defenders of
this whitewashing of history say. It is happening today

at the Perm-36 Museum where exhibits showing how
people suffered in the GULAG have been taken down and
where exhibits praising such noxious figures as Abakumov
and Beria have gone up. Only by combatting this both in
those countries and by erecting museums and carrying
out educational programs can we truly honor those who
suffered and fought against communism in the past and
now. Failure to do so is to give communism a victory that
it does not deserve.

Second, we need to recognize how many people still live
under that horrific system.

One of the greatest myths circulating in the world is that
communism ended with the end of the Cold War. In fact,
if anything, more people live under communism now than
did then because of the population growth rate in China.
Not only is mainland China still communist, but so too are
North Korea, Vietnam, Cuba, and other countries as well.
If what we were fighting in the Cold War was communism,
and it was, then the Cold War is not over and our obliga-
tions to continue to be anti-communist fighters have in no
way lessened.
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Beijing’s repression of the peoples of Eastern Turkestan,
Vietnam'’s suppression of house churches of Christians,
North Korea’s nuclear blackmail, and Cuba’s celebration
of revolutionary heroes who were responsible for some of
the most vicious crimes in the past are not just matters of
history. They are part and parcel of those countries today.
Many here today are fighting these criminal states, and
none of us should fail to support them in their struggle. To
do so ultimately is to betray not only them but ourselves.

We live in an age when people seem more interested in
blurring distinctions than in making them. Some write
about China as a case of authoritarian modernization, as
if its policies were no more than perhaps an extreme form
of that practice elsewhere. That is nonsense and it must
be labelled as such. Communism is based on the denial of
the value and rights of the individual human person, and
as such, it is and will forever remain
antithetical to the principles of free
societies.

Third, we must acknowledge how
hard it is to purge it from those
places where it once existed.

Perhaps the best evidence of how
insidious communism is has been
provided by post-communist coun-
tries which in all too many cases
have found it difficult to purge this
horror from their social and political
life. In rushing to proclaim a triumph
over communism, many of those

in these countries and in the West
as well were prepared to accept as
non-communists communists who
simply changed the name of the
parties they said they represented.
Some of these transformations were
real: people can change. But many of
them were superficial and hid some
fundamental continuities.

\ \= \

As Lithuania’s Vytautas Landsbergis
has taught us, communism can oper-
ate under many guises. It can even
be called, he writes, “the new world
order.” If it is to be overcome, it must
be fought regardless of what it calls
itself, through lustration, education,
and a commitment not only from the peoples who have
suffered its ravages on themselves but also from those
who say they are anti-communists but are all too willing to
cooperate for profit or out of geopolitical calculation with
those who are in fact still communist in everything but
name.

lize Garoza, Secretary General of the WFFL;
ALA President Peteris Blumbergs, WFFL Trea-
surer ALA, Janis Gramatins and ALA’s Sec-
retary General Raits Eglitis at the Victims of
Communism Memorial in Washington, D.C.

That has led to tragedies in Central Asia and the Caucasus,
and it is producing an even greater tragedy in the Russian
Federation where the failure to extirpate communism is
allowing it to return. While few in the West are paying
attention, the KGB is being restored, collective farms are
now going back up, those who think differently are being
imprisoned or exiled, and freedoms of all types are being
curtailed. Now is not the time to turn away from the fight.
It is the time to recognize how hard and difficult the fight
is —and to recommit ourselves to winning it.

Fourth, we must ensure that people in democratic societ-
ies know what communism is and what it isn’t.

We also have an obligation to ensure that people in our
own societies know what communism was and is and
what it is not. There are twin dangers out there. On one
hand, all too many of our fellow
citizens do not today know why
communism represented a unique
form of evil and see it as simply one
system among many. They accept
the arguments of those who say that
Stalin may have killed some people,
but he should be celebrated because
he helped defeat Hitler. There is
even a bust of the Soviet dictator

at the D-Day Memorial in my home
state of Virginia.

And on the other hand, there is

a dangerous tendency to portray
other social and economic systems
as gateways to communism. Demo-
cratic socialism in Sweden, however
much some may not approve of it, is
not communism and the Swedes are
not about to become communists.
Instead, they are likely to join NATO
to defend themselves against the
resurgence of the Russian threat.
And those who call for greater state
support of the poor and despised in
their own countries are rarely the
communist radicals some of their
opponents seek to portray them as.

We need to fight on both fronts,
ensuring that new generations

will know the truth about com-
munism so that they can combat it and so that they will
not see communism where it does not exist. Sometimes
the one threat is greater than the other, and sometimes
the reverse is true. And it is our obligation as citizens of

a democratic and free society to ensure that the neces-
sary distinctions are made in our own countries as well as
elsewhere.
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Fifth, we must recognize the ways in which the evils of
communism have metastasized into other evils, including
Islamist fundamentalism.

One of the most disturbing realities of the contemporary
world is the rise of Islamist extremism, but one of the
most frightening aspects of that is that the Islamist threat
grew out of communism rather than being something
entirely new. Many know from movies like Charlie Wil-
son’s War that Muslims fought and defeated the Soviets in
Afghanistan and assume that the anti-communism of the
jihadists there means that the jihadist movement is inher-
ently anti-communist. That is not the case and in fact is a
dangerous self-deception.

Not only have communist ideas penetrated the Islamist
cause by the actions of communists and “former com-
munists” who viewed this movement as close to them
and a useful ally against democracy and freedom — no
one should forget that Vladimir Putin has said that Islam
is closer to Russian national culture than Western Chris-
tendom — but the Islamist
challenge could not have
emerged without the active
help of the communists and
“former communists” who
operate today as they have
operated throughout their
existence on the basis of the
principle that “the enemy of
my enemy is my friend.”

The history of the interpen-
etration of communism and
Islamism is a long and com-
plicated one — far too long
and complicated for me to

we need to learn if we are to

cope with the current challenge, which is in large measure
the same existential threat to freedom that communism
was in the past. That is something some communists and
“former communists” know very well as we have seen in
Syria; it is something we had better learn before the up-
surge in Islamism leads to a resurgence of communism.

Sixth, we must combat revisionist history of what com-
munism did.

One of the most important battlefields in this continuing
war is against revisionist treatments of communism. My
children have been told by their professors that Stalin
raised the standard of living and made lives better and
happier for the Soviet population — with the story of the
GULAG and other repressions conveniently forgotten or
cast aside as not really the most important thing that was
going on. And | am sure that in this room tonight there are

Raits Eglitis and Péteris Blumbergs with
discuss today. But it is a history VOC President Dr. Lee Edwards (center)

others with a similar experience.

Obviously, Stalin did many things and it is important to
study them all. But they must be put in context rather
than treated selectively in the way that they often are.
One infamous example of this was a book that argued
Stalin deserved credit for increasing social mobility but
ignored the fact that he did so by killing again and again
many of those who were nearer the top of the social and
political pyramid.

One wise reviewer of that book observed that it was very
much like a study of the shoe factory at Auschwitz in
which the author decided in advance to ignore all survivor
accounts as being inevitably biased and to consider only
the inputs of leather and labor and the outputs of shoes.
“All the facts,” he said, “are correct, but it misses the
point.” That would not be allowed in the case of studies of
Nazi Germany, but it is routinely allowed and even encour-
aged in the case of communism. It is something that must
be fought and can be.

Seventh, we must avoid the
trap of adopting communist
tactics to oppose communism.

One of the real dangers during
the Cold War was that some
in the West were prepared
to adopt the tactics of com-
munism be they repression or
censorship or anything else in
the name of defeating com-
munism. That is not a danger
that has entirely passed: we
cannot fight communism with
censorship, we can do so only
by providing better information.
Likewise, we cannot fight it by
repression: we can do so only by
making freedom more fully available.

It is always tempting, especially given the short-term
thinking that dominates much of our political systems, to
turn to what looks like the quick fix. But one of the rea-
sons to remain an anti-communist is not to support such
efforts but to fight them because those who know about
communist systems know that such compromises have
the effect of compromising democracy and freedom and
must be opposed lest communism gain a victory that it in
no way deserves.

Right now, we are all talking about fighting lies emerging
from the mouths of “former communists” and about the
need to combat disinformation. Those are noble goals.
Let us fight them in the best way possible by providing
more information and by recognizing the shortcomings
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of our own media which all too often gives a platform for
lies because of its increasing tendency to confuse balance
with objectivity. Again, we wouldn’t do this in the case of
fascism; but we are all too willing to do it in the case of
communism and “former communists.”

Eighth, we must recommit ourselves to the values of
freedom and democracy.

In order to do these things, we must recommit ourselves
to the values of freedom and democracy. These values
represent a constant goal and constant goad for us to do
more. We are privileged to live in societies where these
values are celebrated; we must make sure that we live in
societies where these values are increasingly realized in
the lives of all people and where we are strong enough
and confident enough to promote them rather than sacri-
ficing them for short-term gains.

This is a difficult chal-
lenge. There will always
be those who will sacri-
fice freedoms for some-
thing else, but as one
of the founders of the
United States pointed
out, “those who would
sacrifice essential free-
doms for a little tempo-
rary safety deserve nei-
ther liberty nor safety.”
We should recommit
ourselves to our values
so that we do not fall into
that trap.

Those who are anti-communists are in the best position

to know what threats to freedom look like. We should be
modest in advancing our case but we should remain proud
to do so — because if we do not carry this fight forward,
who will? And if we fail to see the challenge now, we may
soon suffer our own Pastor Niemoeller moment, one in
which when the threats to our own values intensify there
will be no one left to defend them or us.

Ninth, having prosecuted the Cold War, we must reas-
semble the alliance that allowed us to fight and win that
conflict, an alliance that is now in disarray but that can
be restored.

One of the most remarkable but least remarked qualities
of the Cold War, something that communism produced
and that allowed the democratic West to fight for so long,
was the alliance between democratic and human rights
activists who were horrified by the ways in which com-
munism denied these values to the peoples of the coun-
tries where that system existed and business people who
recognized that communism was an existential threat to

Latvia’s ambassador to the US Andris Razans (left) carries a
wreath to commemorate the victims of communism

free markets and free people.

During the Cold War, this alliance kept together and
ensured that we would continue to be united. But when
some decided the fight against communism had been
won, this alliance broke down with each of its com-
ponents pursuing its own goals separately rather than
together with the other. Many democratic and human
rights activists continued to talk about their issues, but no
longer about those of the business community, and many
in business decided that they could exploit the new reality
without being concerned about the way in which the ab-
sence of freedom in the political system would ultimately
lead to the restriction of freedom in the economic realm.

Some nominally post-communist governments have ex-
ploited this division. It must be overcome and both sides
must come together because freedom is truly indivisible.
If there are not free elec-
tions and free speech
there will not be free
markets because there
will not be a serious
system of rule of law on
which markets depend.
And if there are not free
markets, there soon will
not be free elections
or freedom of speech.
Consequently, we must
reassemble the old alli-
ance rather than acting
on the basis of falsely
narrow interests.

And tenth, we must always remember that we weren’t
and aren’t fighting a word: we’re opposed to what
stands behind that word.

Finally, and in a way to repeat, we need to remember that
we weren’t and aren’t fighting a word: we were and are
fighting the actions that those who publicly or not are car-
rying out. | am an anti-communist because | value free-
dom not because the people who suppress such freedoms
call themselves communists. If we are truly anti-commu-
nists, we must recognize and communicate to others that
the victory over communism will be possible only if there
is a victory over all the forms of human oppression that
are associated not just with communism but with other
political systems as well.

That is no easy challenge because all too often we fall into
the tactical trap of making alliances with those who are
repressive in the name of fighting those who are even
more repressive — and then we forget what we are really
fighting for. We allied with Stalin against Hitler which was
the right thing to do, but we forgot that in that arrange-
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From left: ALA’s Secretary General Raits Eglitis,
Truman-Reagan Medal of Freedom recipient Paul Goble,
llze Garoza, Secretary General of the WFFL and the Man-
aging Director of the Joint Baltic American National Com-
mittee Karl Altau at the Victims of Communism Memorial
in Washington, D.C.

ment, we needed a long spoon and we committed the
crime of handing back to the Soviets people who had
never been Soviet citizens and whose only crime was to
have fought communism during the Russian civil war and
then escaped to the West.

The list of such compromises with the truth can be ex-
tended almost at will. What is important is that it not be
extended any further.

Let me end by sharing with you a personal story that

| believe sums up all that | have said and involved my
proudest moment as an American official. In 1990-1991, |
worked at the State Department as the special advisor for
Soviet nationality problems and Baltic affairs. One of my
jobs was to play host to visitors from these countries and
show them something of Washington. | can’t remember
precisely how many times | took officials and activists in
my car around the monuments of Washington, but | can
remember one time which neither | nor the others pres-
ent will ever forget.

| believe that the closest thing we Americans have to a
civic cathedral is the Lincoln Memorial, and | always tried
to arrange things so that we would end our tour there. On
March 29, 1991, a dark and rainy day, | took the president
and foreign minister of Estonia on such a tour, and we
ended up as planned in the Lincoln Memorial. Because the
only common language all three of us had at that moment
was Russian, | was translating Lincoln’s words from the
Gettysburg Address that are incised in marble on the left
side of the building into that language.

| know | wasn’t doing them justice: any translation of such
a speech about government “of the people, by the people
and for the people” can’t compare with the original. But

llze Garoza, Secretary General of the WFFL and ALA
President Péteris Blumbergs pass by the Cuban dissident
and torture victim to lay flowers at the Victims of Com-
munism Memorial in Washington, D.C.

my translation that day attracted one of the National Park
rangers at the site. He came running up and asked me
what language we were speaking because of course he
had materials in various languages he could offer. | told
him we were speaking Russian. He then asked whether
these people were from Russia. | responded “no, these
people are from Estonia.”

Without missing a heartbeat, this Park ranger smiled and
said: “Oh, I've heard of Estonia. It is just a little country
that wants to be free.” Everyone in our group teared up,
and | am quite confident that these words of an ordinary
American were more important to the Estonian visitors
than any they would hear from far more prominent of-
ficials. | know that because both of the Estonians involved
have told me and others exactly that.

What being an anti-communist means is not only fighting
communism but helping others to fight that system and all
others that limit human freedom and, to put it in simplest
terms, to help ensure that in the future, there will be
many more ordinary Americans who will be ready to an-
swer as the National Park ranger did a quarter of a century
ago: Yes, they will says, we know about your suffering and
we fully support your aspirations.

That is why | remain an anti-communist and why | very
much hope you do too.
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