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U.S. PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES

ALA helps to fulfill yet another
Latvia's foreign policy goal

On Friday, October 17 President
George W. Bush invited ambassa-
dors of the 13 candidate countries of
the Visa Waiver Program (VWP) to a
White House ceremony to announce
the US Administration’s decision to
admit seven of these 13 countries to
the Visa Waiver Program. Latvia was
represented by Ambassador Andrejs
Pildegovics (shaking hands with the
president in the photo), as well as sev-
eral representatives of the embassy
staff and the American Latvian Asso-
ciation.

continued on page>2
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Another Successful Year for
ALA's Travel Programs

During the summer of 2008, ALA organized
two “Sveika, Latvija! “ trips for youths who
graduated from Latvian schools, (Those
were trips number 19 and 20, meaning that
the program is already 10 years old). There
was a “Sveika, Dzimtene! “ trip for adults,
as well as a “Heritage Latvia’trip for Eng-
lish speakers only. Please see the stories and
pictures firom those trips on pages 14 -27

VSIS SI00 0000000000000 00 000000000000 0000 0000000000000 000

2

/

LAV AY I/ SS00000000 0000449990550 000 000000000 040000 077

FALL - WINTER 2008

VISA FREE TRAVEL PROGRAM

i

ALAs 98. gadskartejais kongress notiks Sv. Peterburgas
pilseta Floridas pavalstino 2009. gada 1. lidz 3. maijam

Kongresu Sogad uznémusies rikot

Sv. Peterburgas un apkdartnes
latvieSu  organizacijas - Sw
Péterburgas  latvieSu  draudze,

biedriba un Daugavas Vanagu
apvieniba.

Laipni liidzam organizacijam jau laicigi
izraudzit delegatus kongresam. Delegati
Jjapiesaka ltdz 2008. gada marta beigam.
Viesnicas istabu cena biis $119 plus no-
doklis. Istabas jarezerve lidz 30. mar-
tam, minot ,,American Latvian Associa-
tion” vardu.

Delegatu dalibas maksa Sogad biis $195
lidz 17. aprilim.

Tiksimies TradeWinds Island Resorts
“Sandpiper” viesnica
5600 Gulf Blvd., St. Pete Beach, FL 33706
1-727-360-5551,
1-800-808-9833 (rezervacijam)
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Latvians can travel
to the US visa free
starting November
11,2008

The group of Latvians
representing our na-
tion at the White House
ceremony to announce
visa free travel (from
left to right) Raits Egli-
tis, ALA, Edgars Trum-
kalns, Embassy of Lat-
via; Agnese Kalnina,
Embassy of Latvia,
Anita Juberts, ALA; _
Gustavs Plato, ALA and
Peteris Blumbergs, The
Joint Baltic National

Commiittee.

President Bush officially announced
the addition of Latvia, Lithuania, Es-
tonia, the Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Hungary and South Korea to the Visa
Waiver Program. Most likely in ap-
proximately one month, travelers from
these countries will no longer require
a visa to enter the United States.

The program currently includes 27
countries. The President stated that
the seven countries agreed to share in-
formation about security threats to the
U.S. and that their citizens would use
a new system that requires travelers to
register online ahead of their visits to
the United States.

President Bush emphasized that Latvia
and the other 6 countries have fulfilled

all requirements related to admission
into the US VWP. Admission to the
VWP will open new possibilities for
interpersonal contacts, tourism and
business development. The removal
of US visa requirements is yet another
example of the dynamic development
of the Latvia-US strategic partner-
ship.

Latvia’s admission to the VWP was
due to the successful cooperation with
the National Security Council, the US
Department of State, the Department
of Homeland Security, Congress, and
various research institutes. The Amer-
ican Latvian Association has also
played a significant role for Latvia to
reach this goal.
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ALAs valdes priekSseza Dr. Jura Mezinska sveicieni suetkos un gadu mija
Milie tautiesi!

Ir atkal pienacis svetku laiks. Lai ara snieg vai salst, ziemelu tautam ziemas saulgriezi ir tikpat
skaisti ka citi gadalaiki!

Baudisim Ziemassvétku majigo klusumu sava gimenes un draugu loka. Lausim b&rniem
priecaties par davanam, bet meginasim més ka pieaugusie kartgjo reizi atturéties no iepirkSanas
drudza un piedomasim par miisu pasu garigajam vértibam, seviski draudzibu un iecietibu pret
citiem. Atcer€simies misu aizgajusos piederigos un tautas darbiniekus, kuru piemina dzivo
misu sirdTs.

Baudisim Jaungada vakara priekus. Sis tatu bija Latvijas jubilejas gads! Tas godam nostradats,
godam nosvinéts, un miisu davanas Latvijai bijuSas vajadzigas un svetigas. Sagaidisim Jaungada sauli ar jaunu sparu, izko-
pjot pasi savu un gimenes dzivi. Un, protams, turpinasim stradat misu tautas laba Seit, ASV, ka arT Tévzemé!

Novelu priecigus un gaiSus Ziemassvetkus un, lai Latvijas jubilejas gada gaisotne, prieks un lepnums par savu tautu, Jis

pavada ik dienu arT nakosaja gada!

Dr. Juris MezZinskis

ANy LA valdes prieksseds

TRISDESMIT AMERIKAS LATVIESI UN VIENA DARBA GRUPA 18. NOVEMBRA SARIKOJUMOS
SANEM 2008. GADA ALAs ATZINTBAS RAKSTUS

Amerikas latviesu apvieniba ik gadu pieskir Atzinibas rakstus. Tos pazino un izdala vietgjos 18. novembra aktos,
sanéméjiem ieprieks nepazinojot. ALAs atzinibas raksti ir dzila pateiciba un godinajums par izcilu, ilggadgju sabiedrisku
darbu vai ari par latvieSiem nozimigu radosu darbu. Sogad ALAs Atzinibas rakstus sanem trisdesmit latviesi un viena
darba grupa ASV. Vinu kopgjie talanti un neatlaidigais darbs miisu tautai pa labu bagatina miisu sabiedribu. Sirsnigs
paldies viniem!

2008. gada ALAs Atzinibas raksti pieskirti:

1. Andrim Berzinam par 1pasiem sasniegumiem daudzpusiga vadosa darba Indianapoles latviesu sabiedriba.

2. Dainai Blokai (Block) par TpaSiem sasniegumiem ilggadgja ieguldijuma latvieSu b&rnu un jauniesu izglitiba.

3. Mildai Daukai par TpaSiem sasniegumiem Mineapoles-St.Paulas latv. ev. lut. draudzes dzives kopSana un Dauga-
vas Vanagu apvieniba.

4. Valijai Galeniecei par ipasiem sasniegumiem ilggadgji ripgjoties par Cikagas latviesu radioraidijumiem.

5. Ulvim Grinvaldam par Tpasiem sasniegumiem sabiedriska darba, seviski ilggad&jo gadibu par Vasingtonas
draudzes namu.

6. Uldim Kakulim par Tpasiem sasniegumiem Milvoku sabiedriskas dzives organizé$ana un vadiba.

7. Valdim Kalninam par Ipasiem sasniegumiem ilggadgja sabiedriskaja darba Linkolna, seviski Apvienotas Linkol-

nas ev. lut. draudzes vadiba.

Andrejam Kisim par ipasiem sasniegumiem ilggadgja sabiedriska darba Klivlande.

Ilonai Kisei par pasiem sasniegumiem daudzpusiga darba Klivlandes latviesu saimé.

10. Sandrai Kronitei Sipolai par pasiem sasniegumiem latvieSu jauniesu izglitiba, ilgus gadus vadot Garezera
SagatavosSanas skolu.

L »
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11. LatvieSu Kultiiras darza Klivlandé darba grupai par paSiem sasniegumiem latvieSu tautas un Latvijas téla
spodrinasana ASV.

12. Markam Mattsonam par IpaSiem sasniegumiem latvieSu kultiiras pasakumu rosinasana Dienvidkalifornija,
seviski miizika un teatr.

13. Annai Ozolinai par TpaSiem sasniegumiem ilggadg€ja darba Milvoku latviesu saimég, seviski Milvoku latviesu ev.
lut. Svetas Trisvienibas draudze.

14. Brigitai Ritmanei- Jameson par Tpasiem sasniegumiem latvieSu kultiiras kopSana un kuplinasana, seviski
latvieSu miizikas jaunradg.

15. Ilgai Rubenei par ipasiem sasniegumiem ilggadgja darba Klivlandes Daugavas Vanagu apvieniba, teatrt un
apriipes lauka.

16. Voldemaram Rudmanim par pasiem sasniegumiem Milvoku latvieSu ev. lut. Svétas Trisvienibas draudze.

17. Hildai Rumpéterei par ipasiem sasniegumiem ilggad@ja un pasaizliedziga sabiedriska darba Milvokos.

18. Karlim Spolitim par 1pasiem sasniegumiem ilggad@ja darba Daugavas Vanagos un Grandrapidu latviesu
sabiedriba.

19. Sigridai Stakai par 1paSiem sasniegumiem latvieSu kulttiras kopSana un jaunieSu audzinasana.

20. Marijai Sventeckai par Tpasiem sasniegumiem ilggadg&ja un pasaizliedziga sabiedriskaja darba Indianapol@.

21. Vitalijam Tarbunas par TpaSiem sasniegumiem ilggad€ja un daudzpusiga darba Grandrapidu latvieSu saimé.

22. Laurai Tomko par 1paSiem sasniegumiem latviesu kulttras kopSana, seviski ar ilustrativiem materialiem.

23. Dagmarai Vallenai par 1paSiem sasniegumiem latvieSu kulttiras dzives kopsSana trimda un ilggadgja sabiedriskaja
darba.

24. Brigitai Valts par 1pasiem sasniegumiem ilggad&ja vadosa darba Grandrapidu latviesu biedribas damu saime.

25. Irénai Vanuskai par ipasiem sasniegumiem darbojoties Grandrapidu Daugavas Vanagu apvieniba.

26. Anitai Varsbergai Pazai par Ipasiem sasniegumiem vispusiga un pasSaizliedziga darba VaSingtonas latviesu
saime.

27. Aijai Vikmanei par 1pasiem sasniegumiem vispusiga vadosa darba Minesotas latvieSu saimé.

28. Marai Vilcinai par TpaSiem sasniegumiem vispusiga darba Milvoku latviesu sabiedriba.

29. Aivaram Zeltinam par 1pasiem sasniegumiem ilggadéja vadosa darba Omahas latviesu draudz&é un Omahas
latvieSu biedriba.

30. Janim Zeltinam par TpaSiem sasniegumiem latviesu kulttras veidosana un kopsana trimda.

31. Ivaram Zusévicam par Tpasiem sasniegumiem daudzpusiga sabiedriskaja darba Milvokos.

ALASs priekssédis Dr. Juris MeZinskis (no kreisas) ar ALAs

Atzinibas rakstu sanéméjiem Vasingtonas D.C. apkartne: mac.
Sarma MuizZniece Liepina Anitu Varsbergu-Pazu, Ulvi Grinvaldu, kurs ieguldijis lielu darbu

ALAs Kulturas nozares Vaditéja draudzes nama uzturéesanda un skolas parzini Dainu Block.
sarmaliepins@comcast.net

VaSingtonas latvieSu skolas audzekni pie Latvijas 90. dzimSanas dienas
Jjubilejas svinibu klingera (Pétera Bicevska foto)
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ALAs “Sadarbiha ar Latviju” nozare turpina sadarhihu ar
Latvijas Bérnu fondu

Svintgaja pasakuma Rigas LatvieSu hiediibas nama tiek pasniegtas stipendijas un ASV latvieSu saziedotie pahalsti

15. oktobris, viena no skaistakajam §1
rudens dienam, un man ta izveidojas par
vienu no skaistakajam visa gada garuma,
lai gan no rita 1idz vakaram ir Joti
aiznemta. Gandriz viena skriesana lidz
pasam vakaram, bet skaistakais moments
nenoliedzami ir Latvijas Bérnu fonda
pasakums Latvijas Kugniecibas miizeja.
ALAs ,,Sadarbiba ar Latviju” nozares
vaditajs Eriks Kriimins man jau ieprieks
pateicis, ka Sodien palidzibu vairak
neka $180 000 apméra no Amerikas
latvieSiem sanems 30 maznodroSinatas
gimenes un 18 studenti. Fantastiski!
Atkal lieku reizi esmu lepna, ka esmu
viens no tiem Amerikas latvieSiem, kam
latviesi Latvija nav vienaldzigi.

Kad abas ar masu ieejam miizeja zalg, ta
ir jau pilna gandriz lidz pe€d&jam kréslam,
un vairums studentu jau sakapusi uz
balkona. Kaut kur tresas rindas viena
mala atrodam vienu brivu kréslu. Eriks
Krimins un Bérnu fonda prezidents An-
dris Berzins tulit mani liek pie darba.

Zales prieksa uz klavierém saliktas trTs
kaudzites ar dazada lieluma gramatam,
un mans §1s dienas pienakums ir katrai
gimenei un katram studentam no visam
trim gramatu kaudzitem pa vienai iedot
péc tam, kad vini no Erika ir sanémusi
tik svarigo aploksni. Viens aiz otra vini
nak, mani studentini. Ka man patik vinus
ta saukt, jo ar daudziem no vigiem esmu
pazistama jau vairakus gadus. Vigu
vida ir Ilzite, kura Klivlandes latviesu
biedribas stipendiju sanem jau ceturto
gadu. Tlze Kalva ir no 13 bérnu gimenes,
ar kuru es iepazinos pirms Cetriem
gadiem, kad 7V3 un laikraksts DIENA
pirmo reizi mekl&ja Latvijas Lepnumu
un atrada gimeni, kura bez pasu trim
bérniem gimenes siltumu un milestibu
atrada vél desmit mazi, bez milestibas
atstati, dazada vecuma b&rnini no bérnu
namiem. Vina dienas bs psichologe, un

“Sadarbiba ar Latviju” dzinejspeki: no kreisas ALAs SAL referente Latvija, bijust
klivlandiete Astrida Jansone, Latvijas Bernu fonda prezidents Andris Bérzins un SAL
nozares vaditijs Eriks Kriimin§

es lepojos, ka vinu pazistu un lepojos
arT ar to, ka ar stipendijas davinataju
- Klivlandes latviesu biedribu mani uz
miiZu saista mans Muza biedra statuss.
Klivlandes latviesi to ir darTjusi jau
vairak neka desmit gadus, un tagad
nemaz vairs nevaru pateikt, cik Latvijas
jaunieSiem palidzgjusi iegtt augstako
izglitibu.

Manu studentu vidi ir arT Irita Vaivode,
kura tapat ka Ilze nak no lielas gimengés
un ar labam sekmé&m studg€ jau ceturto
un pedgjo gadu, pirms klTs par skolotaju
Latvijas jaunakajiem skolnieciniem.
Tas laikam biiSot vinas pasas dzimtaja
rajona, jo arl tur netrukst mazu, milu
berninu. Irita jau ceturto gadu sanem
mana vira Laimona pieminas stipendiju,
un es esmu drosa, ka vins arT priecatos
par tik centigu studenti.

Manu, jau pazistamo, jaunieSu vidi ir
arT Maris Savickis no Valmieras rajona
Rencénu pagasta, kurs stipendiju sanem

jau otro gadu. Vins$ sava lielaja gimené
ir jaunakais, un vinam ir arkartigi
smagas veselibas problémas. Pa-
teicoties maniem Klivlandes draugiem
Alfrédam un Sarmitei Gravam, man
bija iesp&jams sagadat vinam iesp&ju
veselibu mazliet, mazliet uzlabot.
Tomér, neskatoties uz vina trauslo
veselibu, Latvijas Universitate par
vinu dod Joti labas atsauksmes. Tur
vin$ ir atzits par centigu jaunieti,
kurs véelas iegiit izglitibu un Latvijai
btit noderigs ka vésturnieks, vins ir
disciplinéts, draudzigs un izpalidzigs.
Vina maminu Valdu esmu iepazinusi
jau Joti labi, jo vina zvana man diez-
gan biezi, uzjautrina mani un pastasta
par Mara progresu vai probléemam,
un nekad neaizmirst pateikties par
izpalidz€Sanu Marim vina griitajos
brizos.

Vel viens loti mil§ bérns ir [lona Mar-
hele no Aluksnes. Vina studg tiirisma un
viesmilibas nozares uznémuma vadibu
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Biznesa augstskola ,,Turiba” un tikai vél otro gadu sanem
stipendiju. Stud€ ar1 sveSvalodas un sasniegusi 1pasi labus
rezultatus sporta, vina ir Latvijas vieglatletu izlases dalibniece
un ir §1 gada Latvijas ¢empione tiiksto$ metru skréjiena.
Ilona noteikti cer piedalities 2012. gada Olimpiskajas speles
Londona un Eiropas ¢empionata. Universitate vinu pazist ka
pasdisciplinétu, centigu un merktiecigu jaunieti.

Kad jaunie studenti savas stipendijas ir sanémusi, Bérzina
kungs sak aicinat gimenes, un Krimina kungs keras pie
nakosas un lielakas aploks$nu kaudzites. Tagad man ir
izdeviba iepazities ar 30 liclakajam Latvijas gimeném. Loti
simpatiska ir paSa Erika un vina kundzes Inaras Kriiminu
atbalstita Santas Stepanovas 5 bérnu gimenite no Mazsa-
lacas. Man neizdodas uzzinat, kas noticis ar gimenes tévu,
jo man iedota informacija rada, ka ,,mate ir bezdarbniece,
slimiga, iekritusi zinama pesimisma un bezceriba”, bet gimeni
sava parraudziba panémusi Mazsalacas socialie darbinieki.
Vini loti pozitivi raksturo bérnus, vinu centibu, pozittvismu
un stradigumu. Beérni labi macas, apmekl€ skolu un izprot
izglitibas un zinasanu nozimi dzive. Vini ir aktivi sabiedris-
kajos pasakumos skola un arT Mazsalacas pilséta. D&ls Val-
ters, neskatoties uz uzsaktajam studijam Rigas Techniskaja
universitate, rip€jas par masam un mazo astongadigo braliti
un gimenei pat gatavo &dienu. B&rni ir aktivi un labi sportisti,
ir piedalijusies sporta sacensibas pilséta un rajona. Vins ar1

ir tas, kur§ sanem §is gimenes aploksni un apvelta mani ar
skaistu ziedu puski. Viena no dvinu masinam buketi mili
pasniedz savas gimenes labvélim Erikam Kriiminam, bet
man pa to laiku acis mazliet aizmiglojusas.

Ta stundas laika viena aiz otras savas aploksnes un gramatinas
ir sanémusas visas trisdesmit gimenes. Tur ir paris 13 bérnu
liclas gimenes, vairakas devinu, astonu, piecu un sesu bérnu
gimenes ar bérniem dazados vecumos, bet mazaka ir tris
bérnu gimenite, par kuru rip&jas vecmamina pensionare.
Tur nak gimenites ar visiem bérniniem, tur nak gimenes ar
tikai mazakajiem, jo lielakie ir skola, tur atnak tikai bérni,
jo mamina vai t&tis strada. Tur atnak ar1 paris maminu, kuru
jaunakas atvasttes ir tikai dazas nedg€las vecas.

Ka parasti péc $adas apdavinasanas visiem ir jafotograféjas
un, kamer fotografi organizg lielo grupu, es esmu saskaitijusi,
ka Sodien Amerikas latviesi ar apdavinajusi gimenes ar 168
b&rniem un astonpadsmit jauniem cilvékiem devusi iesp&ju
vel vienu gadu studijam. Fantastiski!

Tad ar1 tuvak paskatos, kas tas 1sti ir par gramatam, ko visu
laiku esmu dalfjusi. Izradas, ka tas ir kadreiz€ja Saeimas
priekSsédetaja Jana Straumes tris ,,Isie kursi”, un es turpat
uz vietas izlemju, ka arT pati tas iegadasos. Tas ir ,,Lat-
vija — zeme un valsts”, ,Latvija Otra pasaules kara” un
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»~Aizmirstais kar§”. P&dgjai klat paskaidrojums, ka tas ir kars,
ko izcinija latviesi pret krievu un vacu okupaciju. Ar lielu
prieku arT konstatgju, ka §1s gramatinas ir bagatigi illustrétas
ar fotografijam un ka tas radusas sadarbiba ar manu tagadgjo
darba vietu, Latvijas Okupacijas miizeju.

Kamér visi miisu ciemini drizméjas ap cienasta galdu, es
redzu, ka nu nekadi nevarésu savu ziedu kaudzi savakt, arT ar
masas palidzibu tas nav iesp&jams, jo puku ir bezgala daudz.
Tad man prata ienak bezgala laba doma, un es aicinu, lai visi
ciemini nak man paliga pukes nogadat pie Brivibas pieminekl]a.
Tas man nav jaatkarto. Visi — lieli un mazi ir ar mieru. Tad
mes pamazam saorganiz&jamies viena gara, jaatzist, ne visai
organizeta procesija, katrs ar vienu vai vairakiem puskiem
rokas un dodamies pari Doma laukumam uz pieminekli.
Man pie rokas maza trisgadiga Signite, kas sava otra rocina
saspiedusi diezgan pravu tumsi sarkanu martinrozu buketi.
Mums blakus, pa priekSu un aiz muguras vél daudzi mazi
puku nesgjini ar savam maminam un pa retam ar1 kadu teti.
Sai skaistaja gajiena man izdodas uzzinat, ka bérni liclajas
gimengs bieZi vien ir iznpemti no b&rnu namiem vai sanemti
ar barinu tiesas I€mumu.

Tai pasa laika man ir liels prieks par to, ka tomer Latvija ir art
vél daudz tadu cilvéku un gimenu, kas $os dzives pab&rnus
var pienemt un milét ka savgjos. ...un tade| pieminekla pakaje
tagad ir vesels puku klajiens, te Sodien ir bijusi Latvijas lielaka
bagatiba - Latvijas be&rni!

Astrida Jansone
ALAs ,,Sadarbiba ar Latviju” nozares referente

Ainas no Amerikas latvieSu apvienibas un Latvijas Bernu fonda
svinigas pabalstu un stipendju pasniegSanas ceremonijas Rigas
LatvieSu biedribas Kolonnu zale. Foto: Gunars Janaitis
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7 PBLAvalde tiekas gadskarteja sede Riga

| T

PBLA valde 2008. gada 15. oktobrt savas gadskartejas sédes atklaSand viesnica “Konventa Séta”

1. rindd no kreisas: PBLA Izglitibas padomes priek$séde Dace Copeland (ASV), PBLA Kultiiras fonda priekSsede Vija Zuntaka-Berzina (ASV),
ALA valdes priek$sedis Juris MeZinskis, PBLA valdes priekssedis Martins Sausin$ (Kanada), PBLA valdes priek$seZa vietnieks Ints Rupners (ASV),
LatvieSu Nacionalas padomes Lielbritanija priek$sedis Andrejs Ozolins

2. rind@ no kreisas: PBLA parstavniectbas vaditaja vietniece Ilze Ostrovska (Latvija), PBLA parstavniecibas vaditajs Janis Andersons (Lat-
vija), PBLA generalsekretare Tija Kriimina (ASV), LatvieSu Apvienibas Australija un Jaunzélandé (LAAJ) priekssédis Davids Darzins, PBLA
Informacijas komisijas priekssédis Valdis Pavlovskis (ASV), PBLA Demografijas darba grupas priekssédis Eriks Kriimin$ (ASV), Krievijas LatvieSu
Kongresa priekSsede Lauma Vlasova, Latvijas Brivibas fonda parvaldes priek$séedis Janis Lucs (ASV), PBLA kasieris Valdis Karklis (ASV), Zviedrijas
LatvieSu Centralas Padomes valdes vicepriekssédis Andrejs Ritums, Latviesu Nacionaldas Apvientbas Kanada (LNAK) priek$sede Alide Forstmane,
LNAK vicepriekSsede Agra Asmus-Vagnere, Eiropas LatvieSu Apvienibas priekSséde Dace Lutere-Timmele (Vacija), LAAJ parstave Daina Grosa

LYYV YVSIYS 0000000000/ /900050700000 000 0000440000077

PBLA honors Janis Kukainis with its top award

Janis Kukainis, a longtime Latvian-American commu-
nity activist, has been honored with its top award by the
World Federation of Free Latvians (Pasaules brivo latviesu
apvieniba, or PBLA). In naming Kukainis, the PBLA
noted his many years of service leading Latvian organiza-
tions and his efforts to convince U.S. politicians to support
Latvia’s membership in the NATO defense alliance.

Born in 1943 in Riga, Kukainis arrived in the United
States in 1951 and settled in Detroit, Mich. He earned a
degree in engineering from the University of Cincinnati
and holds master’s degrees from Tennesee State University
and Michigan State University. Kukainis worked for many
years for the Ford Motor Co. in Detroit. He retired in 2000.

His work with Latvian organizations began in 1973 when
he became a board member of the Latvian Association of
Detroit, according to a PBLA press release. Over the years,
he also served on the board of the Latvian Foundation

and the Latvian Center Garezers, as well as worked with
the Michigan Baltic Committee and the Detroit Latvian
School.

Kukainis was elected chairman of the American Latvian
Association in 1996, which also brought him onto the
board of the PBLA. It was during this time, the PBLA said,
that Kukainis was involved in an intensive and successful
campaign to gain NATO membership for Latvia, Estonia
and Lithuania.
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PBLA Tautas balva ilggadejam ALAs un ASV latvieSu
sabiedribas vaditajam Janim Kukainim

Pasaules brivo latviesu apvienibas (PBLA) biedru organizacijas 2008. gada PBLA balvu pieskirusas
sabiedriskajam darbiniekam Janim Kukainim par vina veiksmigo darbu, vadot virkni arzemju latviesu
organizaciju, bet it Tpasi par vina lietpratigo darbibu, gadajot par atjaunotas Latvijas droSibu un de-
mokratisko attistibu, kas vainagojas ar Latvijas pievieno$anos NATO dalibvalstim.

Vairak neka 40 gadus Janis Kukainis ir darbojies dazadas latvieSu organizacijas un pasakumos, vadijis trimdas centralas
organizacijas. Ar savu profesionala darba lauka guto vaditaja pieredzi un radijumu vin$ spgjis Tstenot tadus merkus, kas
nozimigi gan latvieSu sabiedribai arzemées, gan Latvijas valstij un latvieSiem vispar. Savu sabiedrisko darbu J. Kukainis
iesak 1973. gada Detroita, iesaistoties LatvieSu apvienibas Detroita valde, ko vadijis piecus gadus. Darbojies Latviesu fonda
padomg, Latviesu centra Garezera padomg, Miciganas baltieSu komiteja, Detroitas latviesu skola. 1996. gada vinu ievel par
Amerikas latviesu apvienibas (ALA) priek$sedi, [idz ar to nonakot ar1 PBLA valde. J. Kukaina iniciativa un vadiba Sajas
organizacijas aizvadita gadsimta beigas sakas intensiva kampana, lai panaktu, ka Latvija un pargjas Baltijas valstis varétu
iekliit NATO aizsardzibas loka. Tas nebija panakams bez lidzeklu ieguldijuma un neatlaidiga darba -- parliecinat ASV kon-
gresa loceklus par sava atbalsta dosanu.

Janis Kukainis to saprata un ar savu talredzigo un apne€migo uzdriksteé$anos uzsaka lidzeklu apzinasanu un latviesu sabiedribas
inform&Sanu I1dz §im nepieredz&ta apjoma. Drosmigi izmantojot Latvijas Brivibas fonda kapitalu, PBLA budzets vairakus
gadus péc kartas tika gandriz dubultots, lai projekta iesaistitu cilveékus ar pieredzi ASV Kongresa loceklu inform&sana. Vairaku
gadu gajuma Janis Kukainis kopa ar Latvijas vestniecibas Vasingtona darbiniekiem un baltieSu organizaciju parstavjiem
apmeklgja daudzus latviesu centrus ASV un aktivizgja tautieSus piedalities savu kongresa locek]u parliecinasana. Vins bija
klat visur, kur vien tika runats par NATO paplasinasanu, parliecinaja ASV valdibas parstavjus ienemt labveligu viedokli,
rikoja konferences par Baltijas valstu drosibas jautajumiem. So neatlaidigo piju rezultata ASV kongress un valdiba iestajas
par Latvijas uzaicinasanu pievienoties NATO dalibvalstim, un 2002. gada novembri NATO galotnu sanaksmé Praga s$ads
aicinajums tika sanemts.

Ka PBLA valdes priekssedis Janis Kukainis nemitigi centas panakt ciesaku sadarbibu ar Latvijas valsts iestadém, aktivizgja
latvieSus uz organiz&tu darbibu gan Krievija, gan Dienvidamerika. Ka atzinibu par savu nesavtigo darbu Latvijas laba vins
ir sanémis Triju zvaigznu ordeni, Viestura ordeni, Latvijas Republikas aizsardzibas ministra Atzinibas medalu, Daugavas
Vanagu nozimi zelta.

Janis Kukainis dzimis 1943. gada Riga. Amerika iecelojis 1951. gada, ieguvis inzeniera gradu Sinsinati universitate,
magistra gradus Tenesijas un Miciganas pavalsts universitatés. Vin$ vadijis vairakas nodalas Ford Motor rupnieciba
Detroita, publicgjis 20 rakstus par aerodinamikas jautajumiem. Precgjies ar Aiju Maru Kengi, gimené tris bérni
— Ginta, Roberts un Matiss. Pensiong&jies 2000. gada un p&c tam savu laiku veltijis darbam latviesu sabiedribas laba.

SIHYYYI YIS S S900000 0000044990555 000 00000000000 00000 77 PBLA

“Convincing members of the U.S. Congress to support
this idea was to be an achievement not without invest-
ment of resources and relentless work,” according to the
press release. “Janis Kukainis understood this and with
his far-sighted and resolute daring began to take stock of
resources and inform the Latvian community to a degree
not seen before.”

Kukainis, together with Latvian embassy staff and other
Baltic activists, traveled to Latvian centers throughout the
United States to activate community support for NATO
expansion.

From 2002-2007, Kukainis headed the PBLA. Under his

leadership, the organization worked to improve coopera-
tion with Latvian government agencies and to bolster
Latvian community activity in Russia and South America.

The PBLA Award was created in 1963 to honor the work
of Latvian community activists or organizations. The
recipient receives a certificate and a USD 5,000 prize. Last
year’s recipient was Janis Frisvalds of the United King-
dom.

By Andris Straumanis, editor Latvians Online.

© 1995-2008 Latvians Online
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Pasaules brivo latvieSu apvienibas (PBLA) gadskarteja valdes séde Riga
2008. gada 17. oktohr1 pienemtas rezolucijas:

PBLA valde aicina Latvijas valdibu un atbildigas instances velreiz apsvert iespeju izmantot portativu
iekartu jauno pasu nepieciesamo datu ieguvei un ar to apmeklet lielakos latviesu centrus arpus Latvi-
jas, vai cita veida radit praktisku iespeju (sadarbiba ar citam Eiropas Savienibas valstim) arpus Latvijas
dzivojoSiem Latvijas pilsoniem iegut Latvijas pasi sava mitnes zeme;

PBLA valde ir parliecinata, ka sabiedribas integracija Latvija nav iespejama bez latviesu valodas ka
vienigas valsts valodas poziciju nodrosinasanas visas dzives jomas, un bez vienotas Latvijas vestures iz-
pratnes visa Latvijas sabiedriba. Tapéc aicinam valdibu, 1pasi Izglitibas un zinatnes ministriju, un visus
valsts atbalstitos plassazinas lidzeklus Sos pamatprincipus istenot sava darbiba;

PBLA valde aicina Saeimu, valdibu un atbildigas ministrijas virzit talak 2007. gada 28. novembra
Pilsonibas likuma grozijumu projektu, lai dotu iespeju Latvijas pilsonibu iegut etniskajiem latvieSiem
un to peécnacejiem, nezaudejot citu ieguto pilsonibu;

PBLA valde aicina valdibu un Izglitibas un zinatnes ministriju turpinat iesakto sadarbibu ar PBLA
izglitibas joma, ipasi atbalstot latviesu valodas skolotajus arzemes;

PBLA valde apsveic Latvijas valdibas stingro nostaju Krievijas nesenas agresijas gadijuma pret Gruziju,

bet ir nopietni noriip€jusies par to, ka atseviski Latvijas valdibas locekli ir publiski izteikusi preteju
nostaju.

Pasaules brivo latvieSu apvienihas (PBLA) gadskarteja valdes sede Riga 2008. gada 17. oktobri
pienemtie lemumi

PBLA valde nolemj lagt IUMSILS pagarinat terminu PBLA ieteikumiem darba grupai valsts program-
mas ,Sabiedribas integracijas politikas pamatnostadnes 2009. — 2018. gadam” izstradei lidz 2008. gada
30. novembrim. PBLA luguma véstule IUMSILS jaiesniedz lidz 2008. gada 25. oktobrim. PBLA viedok-
lis par valsts integracijas programmas projektu jasagatavo lidz 2008. gada 30. oktobrim (A. Ozolins, A.
Asmus-Vagnere, D. Grosa) un 10 dienas pirms viedokla iesniegsanas IUMSILS ar to jaiepazistina PBLA
valde;

PBLA valde nolemj pienemt darba (péc vajadzibas) attiecigi kvalificetu gramatvedi, lai nodrosinatu
PBLA parstavniecibas Riga gramatvedibu Latvijas likumiem atbilstosa kartiba;

PBLA valde uzdod I. Rupneram vadit jauna PBLA parstavniecibas darbinieka mekléSanu un
pienemsanu darba;

PBLA valde, iepazistoties ar J. Ziedara ieteikumu par to, ka veicinat dzimstibu Latvija, nolemj to
pienemt zinasanai;

PBLA valde apstiprina statutu grozijumu darba grupas ieteikumu pilnveidot PBLA darbibas noteikumus
un uzdod PBLA darbibas noteikumu darba grupai turpinat darbu un iesniegt valdei gatavu projektu ne
velak ka 2009. gada 1. marta;

PBLA valde uzdod valdes priekssedim izpetit iespeju atjaunot sadarbibu pasaules baltieSu starpa atrai
un saskanotai darbibai;
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Foto pa kreisi: Latvijas Valsts prezidents Valdis Zatlers uzruna PBLA sedes dalibniekus svinigaja atklaSanas ceremonija viesnicas “Konventa
Seta” telpas. Foto pa labi: PBLA sédes ietvaros ALAs priekssédis Juris MeZinskis un Informacijas nozares vaditajs Valdis Pavlovskis apmekleja
Valsts prezidentu Rigas pilt, lai parrunatu bezvizu reZima starp ASV un Latviju ievieSanas procesus , prezidenta planoto viziti ASV 2009. gada maija

un citus jautajumus.

7. PBLA valde aicina visus valdes loceklus ieprieks pazinot PBLA valdes priekssédim/PBLA birojam par
saviem apmeklejumiem un sakariem ar Latvijas valdibu un iestadem;

8. PBLA valde nolemj turpinat sarunas par filmas ,,Padomju stasts” izplatiSanas iesp€jam ar firmu ,,Perry
Street Associates” ar merki nodrosinat filmai nepiecieSamo licencu iepirkSanas financésanu;

9. PBLA valde izsaka pateicibu par pasaizliedzigu darbu latvie$u tautas laba saviem 2007. un 2008. gada
valdes locekliem, kuru darbibas pilnvaras ir izbeigusas vai izbeigsies pirms nakosas gadskartejas valdes
sedes. Ar So pateiciba tiek izteikta Janim Kukainim (ALA), Martinam Duhmam (ALA), Dacei Darzinai

(LAAJ) un Aijai Ebdenei (ELA).

PBLA valde izrauga Sadas komisijas:

1. Financ¢u komisija — priekssedis V. Karklis, locekli
M. Sausins, I. Rupners un D. Darzins, padomnieks J.
Lucs

2. Informacijas komisija — priekssedis V. Pavlovskis,
locekli A. Forstmane, A. Ritums un D. Lutere-Tim-
mele

3. Demografijas darba grupa — priekssedis J. Rungis,
locekle A. Asmus-Vagnere

4. Pilsonibas likuma grozijumu darba grupa — D.
Lutere-Timmele, D. Gutmane, A. Asmus-Vagnere un
J. Andersons

5. Majas lapas uzlabosanas darba grupa —
priekssedis J. Mezinskis, locekli A. Forstmane, D.
Grosa un J. Andersons

6. PBLA darbibas noteikumu darba grupa —
priekssede D. Lutere-Timmele, locekli I. Rupners, D.
Gutmane un D. Darzins

7. Sadarbibas ar IUMSILS vai ta péctetiem darba
grupa — D. Grosa, M. Sausins un L. Vlasova

Latvijas Brivibas Fonda (LBF) padomes
lemums

LBF padome apstiprina J. Lucu par LBF parvaldes
priekssedi 2009. gadam.

LYYV V/S VL0000 0099955000000 4499540000000 000404 4400000000/

IBANC 8th Baltic Conference
to he Held in Washington, DC
on May 15-16, 2009

The Joint Baltic American National Committee, Inc. (JBANC)
announced today that it will hold its eighth conference in Wash-
ington, DC on May 15-16, 2009. The focus of the biennial confer-
ence will be on Baltic security issues.

The President of Latvia Valdis Zatlers has been invited to give the
keynote address at the conference on Saturday, May 16. The main
conference venue will be the Renaissance M St. Hotel in Wash-
ington, DC located at 1143 New Hampshire Avenue.

A briefing and reception with the U.S. Congress or Administra-
tion is also planned for Friday, May 15.

Additional information about the conference, including registra-
tion information, will be available on JBANC’s website: www.
jbanc.org. For any questions related to the conference, please con-
tact JBANC at: jbanc@jbanc.org or (tel.) 301-908-2579.

JBANC represents the Estonian American National Council,
Inc., the American Latvian Association, Inc., and the Lithuanian
American Council, Inc.
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- Pateicamies ikvienam, kas ziedojuSi, athalstot ALAs
"Enol“MI ‘“.AI centienus uzturét latvieSu sabiedribu ASVY, ka arT palidzeét

Latvijail
No $13 000 Irdz $227 200 Latvian Truth Fund, AlfreZa Nikmana testamentarais novelejums
No $7 000 lidz $10 000 Paula Vikela testamentarais novelejums, Astridas Lévensteinas pieminai no radiem un
draugiem, Nujorkas latvieSu ev. lut. draudze
No $1 000 lidz $8 000 Anonims, Arturs Grava, Aina un Voldemars Pamovski, Bruce un Nancy Roberts, Evarists

Berzins, Janis M. Riekstins, Dr. Aina Galejs, Inara un Eriks Kriimini, Gvido Zakovics,
Roberts Kuskis, Janis L. Vinters, Klivlandes latvieSu biedriba, Oregonas latviesu biedriba,
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundations

No $250 lidz $950 Maija un Talivaldis Paegles, Silvija Udris, Dagnija un Andris Laci, Dzidra un Elmars
Ozolini, Dr. Valda Levy, Vija Lincis, Guna Auglis, Uldis un Frances Ravas, Anda un Karlis
S'teinma;li, Mirdza Melkerts Stendzenieks, Andrejs Bédelis, Harijs Hunters, Daina un
Andrejs Kampes, Maruta un Leonids Raterman, Mara Sproge Hopps, Maris Veidemanis,
Gunta un Janis Gigas, Laura un Andrew Ozolini, Mikelis un Sarah Gigas, P. Matthews,
Dace Blaumanis un Janis Gramatins, Paulis Dermanis, Aija Horton, A-rija un Haralds
Krievini, Arnis Abols, Ilona un Andrejs KiSi, Dzintra un Vilmars Kukaini, Mikelis Visgauss,
Vera un Ilmars Dambergi, Sylvia un Andrejs Ezeri, Aija Thacher, Anita un Maris Juberti,
Milda Vitola, Linda un MartinS§ Duhms, Melitas Skalbergas testamentarais novélejums,
Apvienotas Linkolnas latviesu ev. lut. draudzes Damu komiteja, Saginavas latviesu klubs,
Mineapoles/St. Paulas latvieSu ev. lut. draudzes Damu saime, Sirakiizu latvieSu ev. lut.
draudze

g apvienibai, 400 Hurley Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850. Signature

BN Celsimunsargasim latuju tautu, valsti un kultiru!

Nositu ¢eku vai atvelu atskaitit atzimeto summu no manas kreditkartes

vards Ceks$ __
Adrese_ [ Jvisa [ IMASTERCARD
CARD# _
Tel Exp. date

Ceks rakstams ALAs varda un nositams Amerikas latvieSu

Ziedojumi ALAi ir atvelkami, valsts nodok[us apreékinot.

Paldies arivisiem ALAS Paldies visiem anonimajiem ziedotajiem,
athalstitajiem, kas athalstjusi ALA ar Combined Federal

SRRt Campaign/United Way starpniecibu!
kas ziedojusi summas, Hal ystarh
mazakas par $250! ALAS CFC numurs ir 10205
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Pateicamies visiem ALAs hiedriem, kas Latvijas 90. gadu
jubilejas gada pievienojas ALAs saimei, kliistot par jaunu
hiedru vai paaugstinot savu hiedra pakapi!

Dzintara hiedri

382. Maija Wolf, Los Angeles, CA
383. Juris MeZinskis, Cincinnati, OH
384. Aina Galeja Dravnieks, Minneapolis, MN

Lelta muza hiedri

1662. Agris Aperans, Waterloo, 14

1663. Janis Austrums, Jamaica Plain, MA
1664. Biruta K. Anthony, Brooklyn, NY
1665. Vidvuds Celtnieks, Indiana, PA
1666. A_rija Grauss, Fair Oaks, CA

1667. Juris Ercums, Houston, TX

1668. Ausma Giga, Saint Paul, MN

1669. Vija Meznora, Havertown, PA

1670. Vesma N. MeZnora, Parkesburg, PA

1671. Aris Stalis, Hamden, CT

6784. Bruce Roberts, Lake Wylie, SC
6785. Tija Alicia Cherry, Dana Point, CA
6786. Aina DauksSa, Milwaukee, W1
6787. Herbert Kelley, Manassas, VA
6788. Sylvia Martin, Utica, M1

6789. Girts Jatnieks, Minneapolis, MN

6790. Uldis Elstins, Silver Spring, MD
6791. Arnis Sraders, Chicago, IL
6792. Elmars Prieditis, Fridley, MN
6793. Ina Prieditis, Fridley, MN
6794. Aina Seja, Needham, MA
6795. Rute Strautnieks, Addison, IL
6796. Vija Bremanis, Mount Prospect, IL
6797. Venita Grikitis, Metairie, LA
6798. Ruta Ore, Harleysville, PA
6799. Vilnis Ore, Harleysville, PA
6800. Tija Ore, Harleysville, PA
6801. Ilze Pétersons, White Plains, NY
6802. Valda Ziemelis, Frit; Creek, AK
6803. Eriks Ziedins, Rockford, MI
6804. Maija Cepure Zemmels,

Golden Valley, MN
6805. Mara Zalitis, Rockaway, NJ
6806. Eriks Richters, Catonsville, MD
6807. Ivars Zemmels, Golden Valley, MN
6808. Juris Moruss, Lansing, M1

HHHYVVIL70000090 4700000004905 70 00000047

Sveicam ALAs
Dzintara hiedru organizaciju

Daugavas Vanagu apvienibu
Nujorka

HHHYVVIL70000090 4700000004905 70 00000047

Sveicam ALAs
Lelta miiza biedru
organizacijas
Latvie§u organizaciju apvieniba
Minesota (LOAM)

Bostonas ev. lut. Trimdas draudze

Klwvlandes latvieSu biedriba

Y e
Paldies ari visiem miisu

uzticamajiem
Gada hiedriem!
W/

Pensionariem  $20

Vards

Adrese

Tel.

~

BIEDRU PIETEIKDANAS VEIDLAPA

Exp. date

[ ]JVISA [ ] MASTERCARD

a2\  Esvelos athalsm ALAs darbu, kiastot par biedru $ad3 pakape:

[ ]Gada biedrs $30 [_] Miiza biedrs $300 [ | Zelta Miza biedrs $800 || Dzintara biedrs $2,000

Iespéjams nomaksat gada laika

CARD #

Lidzu, izvelieties biedra pakapi, izgrieziet o veidlapu un kopa ar ALAs varda rakstitu ¢eku vai naudas parvedumu nosiitiet uz American Latvian
Association, 400 Hurley Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850-3121. Ja Jis jau esat ALAs biedrs kada pakapg, tad varat sasniegt augstaku biedra pakapi,
piemaksajot starpibu starp Jiisu iemaksato summu un nakamo pakapi. ALAs biedru maksas ir atvelkamas, apreékinot valsts nodoklus.

MES PATEICAMIES PAR J0SU ATBALSTU - TAS PALIDZES MUMS STIPRINAT LATVIESU SAITES ASV UN VEICINAS SADARBIBU AR LATVIIU.

Iespéjams nomaksat tris gadu laika

Tespéjams nomaksat piecu gadu laika

___________________________________ |
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ALAs “Sveika, Latvija!” programmai jau 19. brauciens

Nupat bija beidzies macibu gads, kad
23 jauni cilveki ar Cetriem pavadoniem
kapam lidmasina Cikaga, sakot Sveika,
Latvija! XIX celojumu. Pavadijam divas
aiznemtas, loti skaistas ned€las kopa,
apskatot un iepazistot Latvijas dabu,
vesturiskas vietas, kulttiras objektus un
pilsétas brinumus. Celojums bija bagats
piedzivojumiem un pardzivojumiem un
ir atstajis uz visiem dalibniekiem un
pavadoniem ilgstoSus iespaidus. Liels,
liels paldies, ALAIi, Anitai Jubertei,
Sveika, Latvija! programmas vaditajai,
ka arT Anitai Ozolai, programmas
koordinatorei Riga.

pievienojas 24. dalibniece, kura atli-
doja ar vecakiem no Melburnas,
Australija. Nepaspéjam apgriezties,
kad jau pulcgjamies aiziet I1dz Brivibas
piemineklim nolikt ziedus un atcergties
tos, kurus aizveda no Latvijas pirms
vairak neka 50 gadiem. Ta sakas misu
dienas Latvija.

Japiemin, ka Sveika, Latvija! XIX
piedalijas 24 izcili jauni latviesi. Bijam
Cetri audzinataji no ASV - Harijs
Grants, Karlis Vizulis, Sandra Zentz
un es, Andra Zommere. Riga mums
pievienojas Anita Ozola, programmas
koordinatore Latvija un Soferis Valdis,
kura gadiba izbraukajam Latvijas Val-
sti: no Rigas caur Vidzemes augstieni
lidz Latgales talajiem ezeriem, caur
Kegumu Iidz lejas Zemgalei, Skersojot
Kurzemi diagonali, gar Kurzemes
krastu lidz Liepajai un atpkal Iidz
Rigai. Siejauniesi miis priecgja ar savu
zinkaribu un interesi redz&taja. Vinu
saticiba un riipiba vienam par otru miis
padarija lepnus. Vini bija ,,véstnieki”
arpus Latvijas dzivojoSiem jaunieSiem
un godam veica savu uzdevumu.

Varétu siki izstastit dienas kartibu,
marsrutu, pamatojumu daudzam
ekskursijam un dazadas dekas. Ceru,
ka pietiks pateikt, ka katrai ekskursijai,
katram objektam, kuru apskatijam,

katrai vietai marsruta bija sava nozime.
Piedzivojumi saistTjas ar latviesu skolas
dzirdéto vielu, ar vésturiskiem noti-
kumiem kops 1991. gada, ar §1s dienas
aktualitatém Latvija un ar Latvijas
dabas un kultiiras Ginikumiem. Lasot
jauniesu ieskatus péc divam Latvija
pavaditajam ned&lam, sapratu, ka
katrs piedzivoja ko citu. Katru jaunieti
aizkustinaja cits piedzivojums, cita
vieta vai cita ekskursija. Turp braucot
Saubijos, vai viss marsruta ir nozZimigs.
Atpaka] braucot priecajos, ka viss
redz&tais uz kadu no jaunieSiem ir
atstajis iespaidu.

Ir japiemin, ka viens no Sveika, Latvija!
programmas meérkiem ir iepazities ar
vienaudziem Latvija. Mus loti sirsnigi
uzn@ma Aulejas pamatskolas audzekni,
skolotaji un direktore. Netalu no
Reézeknes, Auleja, baudijam skola
sirsnigo sagaidiSanu, skaisto kon-
certu un kaudzém sakrautos Skivjus
gar§igajas pusdienas. Miis aizveda pie
vietgja keramika, kur iepazinamies ar
vina makslu. P&cpusdienu un vakaru
pavadijam pie ezera, peroties pirti,
braukajot laivas, sportojot, dziedot,
ligojot, skrienot rotalas un veidojot
draudzibas ar Tpasi sirsnigajiem Aulejas

jauniesiem. P&c paris dienam atradamies
Kurzemé, kur Laucieng, netalu no
Talsiem, iepazinamies ar Laucienes
skolas jaunieSiem, skolotajiem, skolas
un pagasta vadibu. Bijam ekskursija
Nurmuiza, Talsos un Laumas dabas
parka. Jauniesi izbaudija iesp&ju spelét
volejbolu un basketbolu Laucienes
nesen nobeigtaja sporta zalgé. Laucienes
laudis miis iespaidoja ar savu sakopto

Viesos pie Ipasu uzdevumu ministra
Oskara Kastena
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pagastu, atjaunotajam &kam un gaiSo
skatu uz nakotni. Atgriezoties Riga,
izbaudijam pedgjo vakaru, lecot dancus
kopa ar Laucien€ un Auleja iegtitajiem
draugiem.

Japateicas ar1 tiem, kas miis Riga
pienéma dazadas vizités. “Laika” re-
dakcija miis aicinaja satikties Misina
bibliotéka, kur apskatijam retos un
veésturiskos izdevumus. Ceram, ka
vecakus priec€ja grupas fotografija, kas
paradijas avize, kamer vél dzivojamies
pa Latviju. Ipa$u uzdevumu ministrs
Oskars Kasténs mils uznéma IUMSILS
sekretariata. Jaunie$i ar interesi
klausijas par atbalstu, kas tiek sniegts
latvieSiem un latvieSu organizacijam
visa pasaulg, ieskaitot Sveika, Latvija!
projektam. Vizite ASV véstnieciba
bija 1pasi iespaidiga. Mums visiem
gdja pie sirds véstnicka Carlza Lar-
sona patiesa ciena un interese par Lat-
viju un latvieSiem. JaunieSus latviski
uzrungja divi nodalu vaditaji. Bijam
iespaidoti par vinu cienu pret vietgjo
valodu, to apgiistot, lai efektivak sadar-
botos ar viet§jam iestadém. Beigas
japiemin negaidits prieks p&c tam,
kad bijam apskatijusi Aglonas bazi-
liku. Gluzi nejausi sastapam bijuso
Valsts prezidentu Gunti Ulmani auto
novietoSanas laukuma, kur vin$ ar
gimeni bija ieradies ekskursija. Prezi-
dents Ulmanis ar sirsnibu un pacietibu

Kopéja bilde ar bijuSo Latvijas Valsts prezidentu Gunti Ulmani.

uzrunaja misu jaunieSus, atbildgja
uz vinu jautajumiem un iejisminaja
vinus par nakotnes iespgjam Latvija.
Liels paldies bijuSajam prezidentam
Ulmanim par mums veltito laiku un
interesi.

Un, turpinot ar pateicibam, velreiz liels
paldies Amerikas latvieSu apvienibai,
Ipaso uzdevumu ministrijai sabiedribas
integracijas lietas, jaunieSu vecakiem un
organizacijam, kas atbalstTja atseviskus
dalibniekus. Sveika, Latvija! XIX un
visa Sveika, Latvija! programma ir
neizsakami vertiga misu latviesu jau-
natnei. Bez jusu atbalsta §Tprogramma
nepastavetu un nepastaves.

Nobeigsu ar pasu jaunieSu vardiem.
Marisa raksta, ka ,,esmu tik daudz

iemacijusies ... ne tikai par vésturi
un geografiju, bet arT par Latvijas
iedzivotajiem un ikdienas dzivi. Esmu
sanémusi lielu davanu kasti, pilnu
draudzibas un sapratnes, ka esmu
latviete.” Savukart, Liva bija sajisma
par iesp&ju pateikt ,,Sveika, mana t&vu
zeme!”

Andra Zommere

Brauciena piedalijas Kristine Abula, Amanda
Berzina, Stefans Brivelis, Kristaps Dale, Inta
Eilande, Natalija Galena, Larisa Grants, Edite
Grendze, Liva Kalve, Laura Karklina, Daina
Kaugara, Marisa Kaugara, Janis Keizer, Silvija
Kreile, Jenny Lackaja, Viktors Lackdjs, Eriks
Lazdins, Rolands Lauzums, Anna MuiZniece,
Ina PruZinska, Guntis Riitin$, Laura Spriidza,
Eriks Velkme, Aleksis Vizulis. Grupu pavadija
audzinatdji: Andra Zommere, Sandra Zentz,
Harijs Grants un Karlis Vizulis .
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2008. gada vasara ALAs “Sveika, Laty

mai jubilejas 20. brauciens

Sesi jauniesi - “Sveika, Latvija!” jubi-
lejas, nu jau divdesmita, brauciena
dalibnieki no Nudzersijas un Nujorkas
priecigu gaidu pilni satikas Newark
lidosta. Bija pienacis laiks atvadities
no drosajiem pavadoniem - vecakiem
un doties pretim nezinamajam, bet no
gramatam un skolas tik pazistamajai
Latvijai.

Izlidojam no siltas un saulainas
NudZersijas un caur peleku makonu
giizmu ielidojam lietainaja Riga. Misu
grupas pavadone Anita un Soferis Val-
dis sagaidija mazliet noguruso grupu
Rigas lidosta, kur atri sapakojam
mantas autobusa. Tomér talak doties
nevargjam, jo bija jagaida Kanadas
jauniesi, kuru lidojums no Helsinkiem
bija aizkavgjies, bet driz vien jau vini
bija klat, un nu jau bijam devini.

leradamies viesnica ,,Konventa séta®,
un tur mums piebiedrojas vél ceturtais
dalibnieks no Kanadas. Salikam man-
tas istabas un devamies uz pusdienam
un pastaigu pa Vecrigu. P&cpusdienu
pavadijam, iepazistoties ar Rigu -
redzejam Doma baznicu un Nacionalo
operu, &dam skabetus gurkus Centralaja
tirgi un baudijam kugisa braucienu
pa Daugavu. Pie vakaripam mums
piebiedrojas grupina jaunieSu no
Sietlas, un beidzot bijam pilna sastava
- 13 jauniesi un 2 audzinataji, kas
salidojusi no malu malam — Nujorkas,
Toronto, Montrealas un Sietlas.

Lai “Sveika, Latvija!” jaunietis varétu biit, “

3

>

‘stipram ka Lacplesim vajaga kliat.” Lacplesa

gulta Lielvardé spéeku 20. jubilejas braucienam giist brauciena dalibnicki: (prieksa) Eriks
Plostins, Madelene Laure, Amanda Taurina; otraja rinda: Andris Abermanis, Konrads Leitis,
Andrejs Cifersons, Eriks Zilite, Kristaps Thompson, Valdis Racevskis, Diana Atvara, Zinta

Putene, Kristina Van Sant un Mara Zalite

Pamodamies, lai iesaktu pirmo pilno die-
nu Riga! Un pats pirmais piedzivojums
bija brauciens ar tramvaju uz konfek-
Su fabriku ,,Laima®“. Klausijamies
stastijumu par ,,Laimas‘ Sokolades
veésturi un uznaskojamies ar konfektem
,,vaverite un,,Lacitis kepainitis“. Bet
tas bija tikai sakums, mums arT deva
iesp&ju redzet, ka razo visus gardumus.
Izstaigajam Cetrus stavus, kur taisija
,lrifeles, ,,Serenades™ un visas parejas
pazistamas Sokolades konfektes.

Pargjo dienu pavadijam, tiekoties ar
laikraksta ,,Laiks* redakcijas
darbiniekiem un macoties
par tautas vesturi Okupacijas
miizeja. Ta nu pavadijam
laiku Riga, izstaigajot
mizejus un pat dziedot tautas
dziesmas Krisjana Baro-
na miizeja. Bijam pat uz
Istu latvieSu ,,action® filmu
,»Rigas sargi“, édam ,,pop-
corn‘“un péc filmas devamies
st picu.

Foto lapas apak$a: “Gotina” konfektes

Bet Riga jau nav Latvija! Sestdienas
rita sapakojamies, lai uzsaktu miisu
celojumu uz Vidzemi. Pa celam
apstajamies Bralu kapos, kur Konrads
pastastija par kapu ve&sturi un kur
daziem jaunieSiem ir apglabati senci.

Apstajamies Turaida, kur redzg€jam
pirmo lauku s€tu. Iemacijamies, ka
atskirt kamaninas no ragavam, ostfjam
dazadas pirts zales un redz&jam, ka
kal naudu. Un, protams, apskatijam
ar1 Turaidas pili, ko izstaigdjam no
pat pagraba cietuma Iidz augstakajam
tornim, no kura pavéras skats uz Gaujas
ieleju. Talak devamies ar plostiem no
pils uz Siguldu. Vakaru pavadijam pie
ezera, kur izpeld€jamies un baudijam
atpiitu péc garas dienas. Neko vairak
nevarétu véleties - diena bija burviga!

No Siguldas devamies apskatit senos
,lidojoSos ezerus* — AraiSu ezerpili.
Iebraucot AraiSos, miis sagaidija senlai-
ku térpa geérbusies sieva ar siltu smaidu
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Eriks Zalite - Lacplesis

seja, bet asu cirvi roka. Vina stastfja
par veciem ,lidojoSiem ezeriem*.
Madléna pat tika izgreznota ar senlaiku
rotam, vainagu un villaini. Devamies
uz nakamo pili Cesis. Pirms iegajam
pa pils vartiem, katrs no mums sanéma
kabatas lukturiti, un vargjam sakt péetit
visus vecos pils kambarus, Sauras trepes
un skatu tornus. Jutamies mazliet ka
,Indiana Jones* puteklainas istabas un
tumsos gaitenos tikai sve¢u gaisma.

Ta nu izpétijam tris pilis, un nu bija
jadodas pie rakstniekiem. Pirmais
pieturas punkts bija Karla Skalbes
»daulrieti, un p&c tam devamies uz
»Brakiem®, kur Blaumana vecajas
majas jauniesi noskaitija ,,Talavas
taurétdju’. MEes iepazinamies ar
Blaumana s€tu un redzgjam, ka dzivoja
Naves éna autors.

Bet celojums mis talak veda uz Vid-
zemes augstieni un Gaizipkalnu. Pro-
tams, visi uzkapam pasa kalna gala, bet
diemzgl bija nomakusies p&cpusdiena,
un skati nebija gluzi tik plasi. Galve-
nais tomer bija fakts, ka vargjam teikt,
ka esam bijusi visaugstakaja Latvijas
kalna.

Valdis Racevskis

Brauciens mis veda uz Lizumu ar
mérki apciemot Lizuma vidusskolu un
satikt skolénus. Lizuma skolas direk-
tore kopa ar saviem skoléniem mis
uznéma loti draudzigi. Lizuma skola
nav nemaz parasta skola, jo macibas
notiek Lizuma muiza. Muizas telpas,
ka arT citas €kas ir parbiivetas skolas
vajadzibam. Vecajos béninos tagad
iebuvéti jauni kimijas, biologijas un
fizikas kabineti.

Skoleni tad mis iepazistinaja ar

vietgjiem maksliniekiem, dzirnavam
un Vel@nas baznicu. Redzgjam ari, ka

Anita Ozola un Soferis Valdis

razo ,,Gotinas®. Ar1 pasiem bija iesp&ja
pamg&ginat iesainot Sos saldumus. Gaja,
ka nu kuram - citi tiri veikli vargja
iesainot svaigas, lipigas konfektes ar
rozin€m, bet citiem gaja griitak. Bet
nekas, ja neizdevas perfekti, jauni-
eSiem tika laipni atlauts ap@st savas
,.kludas®.

Diena ar Lizuma jaunieSiem vél nebija
pat pusg, kad bija jadodas talak uz Kazu
miizeju. Piedalfjamies dazadas spéles,
tais;jam mala podzinas un sasildijamies
ar karstu sofanku (zupu). P&c tam,
kad bijam uzzinajusi par dazadam

Madeléne Laure AraiSos
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Viesos pie Latvijas Republikas arlietu ministra Mara Riekstina

latvieSu kazu tradicijam, kopa ar lizu-
mieSiem gajam pirtl, peld§jamies un
mielojamies ar Saslikiem un desam.
(Tik talu rakstija audzinataja Daina
Bungs. Rakstu par paréjam dienam
rakstTja Anna Aperane.)

ANNA:

Nakamaja r1ta apciemojam Kelménu
maizes ceptuvi. Tur mis sagaidija
sirsnigas saimnieces, kas mums radija,
ka veidot rudzu maizes kukulus. M&s
sajutam tikko ceptas maizes smarzu un
turgjam rokas siltas maizes klaipus, un
katrs m&ginaja izveidot kukuli. Mis
paciendja ar gar§igo rudzu maizi. Labi
paédusi, mes braucam talak uz Gulbeni,
lai piedalitos ekskursija Gulbenes vilci-
enu stacija. Tur satikam Lizuma skolas
skolénus un kopa skattjam vilcienus un
vizinajamies ar drezinu. Jauniesi butu
vargjusi tur labprat pavadit visu dienu,
bet bija jadodas talak uz Rezekni. Tur
iepazinamies ar unikalu makslinieku,

keramiki Aivaru Uspeli, kur$ radija
mums, ka vin$ apstrada malus. Vargja
redzet un izjust, ka USpela keramikas
darbi atspogulo Latvijas dabu ar Latvi-
jas tdenu, plavu un mezu krasam. Ar
jauniegadatajiem mala traukiem mes
braucam atpiisties uz viesnicu ,,Raznas
gulbis“. Saulei rietot, gajam peldg&ties
un velak dzéram karstu zalu t&ju.

Agri celamies, lai brauktu uz Aglonas
baziliku, vissvarigako kato]u svetvietu
Latvija. Visi apbrinojam tas ieckSpuses
greznumu. Talak devamies uz Aglonas
Maizes miizeju, kur mils ciendja ar
maizi un pastastija par rudzu maizes
ticgjumiem. Miis iepazistinaja ar teici-
enu: ,,Lai katra gimen€ un séta ir galda
rudzu maize svéta“. Pec pasakaina
Maizes miizeja mes braucam talak
uz Kokneses pilsdrupam. JaunieSiem
loti iepatikas §1s pilsdrupas, kur vargja
kapelet un paslépties uz kadu laiku. Bet
slépties jau nevargja ilgi, jo bija jabrauc

talak uz Lielvardi, kur apciemojam A.
Pumpura mizeju. Lai labak saprastu
eposu ,,Lacplesis*, daziem dalibniekiem
bija javelk attiecigus teérpus un jatélo
,,Lagplesa“ galvenos varonus - Eriks
Zalitis teloja Lacplesi, Valdis Racevskis
- A. Pumpuru un Eriks Plostins - Melno
bruninieku. M@&s visi gajam iesésties
Lac¢plesa (akmens) gulta un jiitamies
loti vareni.

Starki mils sagaidija nakamaja r1ta pie
Rundales pils. Jauniesi brinijas par
pils baroka un rokoko architektiiras
greznumu. Visi biji loti sajisminati
par Rundales pils darzu un pamatigi
izstaigaja apstadijumus un striiklakas.
Talak devamies uz Annas Briga-
deres mizeju ,,Spridisi“, kur nekas
nav mainijies, kop$ rakstniece tur
dzivoja. Tur mis ciendja ar garSigam
pusdienam, kameér skatijamies filmu
par Spriditi. Péc pusdienam gajam
pastaigaties Rukisu meza. Misu
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gids Janis bija biologijas skolotajs
un mums siki pastastija par Latvijas
séném, putniem un kokiem. Mg&s
iepazinamies ar Latvijas s€nu karalieni
baraviku, macijamies par apsSu bekam,
bérzlapitem un gailenitém; uzzinajam,
ka mezs bez séné€m aizietu boja, jo
nebiitu, kas palidz saardit nobirusas
lapas, skujas un Ciekurus. Meza mes
arT svingjam Konrada dzimsanas dienu
kopa ar raganu, ko sastapam meza.
Ragana miis cienaja ar ,,burvju tgju*,
kamer Konradam nodziedajam ,,Daudz
baltu dieninu!*.

Talak braucam uz Tukuma pusi apskatit
filmu pilsetu ,,Cineville*. Seit uznéma
filmu ,,Rigas sargi, ko agrak brauciena
bijam skatijusi kinozale. Si diena
tiesam bija brinumu pilna. Mums bija
iesp&ja pazust daba un arT pazust cita
laikmeta, kad apciemojam ,,Cineville®.
Noslédzam So dienu ar
volejbola spéli pie jiiras.
Tikla nebija, bet jauniesi
pasi uztaisija tiklu ar strikiti
un laimigi nospéléja dazas
speles. P&c tam dazi gaja
peldeties, bet citi baudija
saules rietu.

Nakamaja diena braucam
uz Kolkas ragu ar ceribu
jirmala atrast dzintara
gabalinus. Diena bija lietai-
na un auksta, bet jauniesi
tomer atrada daudz skaistus
dzintara gabalinus; citi baudija Kolkas
raga dabu un §upojas jaukas parka
Stipolés. Tad autobuss miis veda uz
Ventspili, kur energiska gide radija

Ventspils skulptiiras
un citus greznumus.
MEgs izstaigajam ostu
un ieelpojam svaigo
juras gaisu. Jauniesi-
em 1pasi patika sp&lu
parks ar neparastam
skulptiram, uz
kuram vargja kapt.
No Liepajas braucam
uz viesnicu pie
Usmas ezera. Jauni-
esi vizingjas laivas.
Peéc vakarinam
sapulcgjamies pie
maza tilta, un vienlai-
kus ar cilvekiem visa Latvija atzimgjam
Latvijas atjaunoto neatkaribu, iededzot
svecites. Katrs jaunietis pateica savu
velgjumu Latvijai: vieni teica, ka vini
cer, ka Latvija vienmer saglabas savu
skaisto dabu, citi - ka Latvija vienmer

bus briva, ka Latvija vienmér runas
latviski un ka Amerikas latvieSu b&rni
turpinas intereséties par savu sencu
mantojumu.

Izpeldg&jusies, pa&dusi
un labi izgulgjusies mes
braucam agri no rita
uz Sabili, kur mums
bija sarunata tikSanas
ar Sabiles vidusskolas
jaunieSiem. Mis loti
sirsnigi sagaidija Sabiles
skolas direktore, divas
skolotajas un skoléni,
kas vicinaja Latvijas
karogu. Tualit vargjam

jaust, ka mums biis burviga diena Sabilg.
Mums radija Sabiles skolu, un kopigas
nodarbibas atri iepazinamies. Jauniesi
mingja miklas un vélak pastastija viens
otram par savam majas vietam. Ar
Smart Board™ palidzibu

jaunieSiem no Amerikas bija
iespéja paradit jaunieSiem
no Latvijas, kur vini dzivo
Amerika. Uz bridi pasaule loti
samazinajas; redzot, kur katrs
dzivo, m&s jutamies viens
otram tuvu. P&c iepaziSanas
nodarbibam mé&s uzkapam
Sabiles vinogu darzos un
apskatijam baznicu. Bijam
parsteigti, ka Sabilé aug
vinogas! Kas to biitu ticgjis!
Skats no vina kalna bija loti ska-
ists. M@s ar saviem lietussargi-
em baudtjam skaistos skatus un
jaunas draudzibas. Samirkusi
jaunie$i gaja uz viesnicu, kur visi gaja
pirtl un ciemojas Iidz vélam vakaram.
Atri izveidojas sirsniga draudziba starp
Sabiles jaunieSiem un ,,Sveika, Latvi-
jal* jauniesiem, un bija gruti skirties.

Nakamaja rita braucam uz Kuldigu,
kur redz€jam visplatako tidenskritumu
visa Eiropa - Ventas rumbu un
skatfjam Kuldigas interesanto un seno
architektiiru. Tad braucam uz Liepaju.
Tur redz&jam daudzus piemineklus
un skulpttiras, kas veltitas muzikai
un miuzikiem. Liepaja ir Latvijas
rok- miizikas pilséta. Vakara viesnica
mes saorganizgjam dziesmu vakaru,
dziedajam no dziesmu gramatam un
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€dam saldumus un kirSus. Bija lietains
laiks, bet m&s bijam loti priecigi
Liepaja.

Agrino rita apmekl&jam Liepajas tirgu,
kur més nopirkam Latvijas avenes,
mellenes un gurkus. P&c tam braucam
uz Oskara Kalpaka pieminekli Airites
un tad talak uz Lestenes bralu kapiem.
Abas vietas bija loti nozimigas jauni-
eSiem; daziem Lesteng bija krituso radi-
nieku vardi iegravéti akmens plaksnés.
Braucam atpakal uz Rigu. Griti ticét,

-

o i

ka miisu celojums naca uz beigam. Jau-
niesi autobusa saka palikt bedigi, kad
vini aptvera, ka péc tikai dienas vini
lidos atpakal uz Ameriku. Ierodoties
Riga, gajam vé&l pastaigat pa Vecrigu.
Dazi apciemoja savus radus, bet citi
gaja iepirkties. Visi gaidija nakamo
dienu, kad atkal satiks jaunos draugus
no Sabiles un Lizuma skolas.

Sakam dienu ar viziti Latvijas Arlietu
ministrija. JaunieSiem no abam skolam

kopa ar ,,Sveika, Latvija!* jaunieSiem
bija iespgja tikties ar Latvijas arlietu
ministru Mari Riekstinu. Jauniesi
pastastTja par sevi un prasija jautajumus
Riekstina kungam. Dazi vElgjas uzzinat,
ko vin§ doma3ja par situaciju Gruzija
un par bezvizu rezimu ar ASV. Citi
ludza vinam pastastit par savu dienas
darba kartu. P&c sarunas jauniesi kopa
pusdienoja lielaja Lido restorana. Tad
devamies uz ASV véstniecibu, lai
satiktu ASV veéstnieku Charles Larson.
Vestnieks uzsvera, cik svarigi latviesu
izcelsmes jaunieSiem no ASV uztur&t
saites ar savu vecvecaku dzimteni.
P&c vizites visi gatavojas uz atvadu
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balli. Balle bija loti jautra, bet netruika
arT daudz asaru. Bija izveidojusas tik
sirsnigas draudzibas ar Latvijas jauni-
eSiem, ka bija gruti skirties.

»Sveika, Latvija!* jauniesi gaja atpakal
uz viesnicu un p&dgjo reizi rakstija
savas celojuma dienasgramatas. Vini
rakstija, ka celojums uz Latviju bijis
skaistaks un nozimigaks, neka pasi bija
iedomajusies pirms braukSanas. Visi
teica, ka viniem bija TpaSi nozimigi
iepazities ar jauniem draugiem, satikt
savus radus un izjust savu Tévzemi.

Foto 18. Ipp. pulkstenraditaja virziena: Ar
plostu pa Gauju audzinatdja Jana Kraména
vadiba. Airé Andris Abermanis un Mara
Zalite. Atvadu brauciens ar kugiti pa Dauga-
vu: Eriks Zalite, Kristina Van Sant, Mara
Zalite, Valdis Racevskis, Kristaps Thompson,
Eriks Plostin$, Amanda Taurina.

Jaunie$i gatavi doties izpeétit slaveno
Sokolades fabriku “Laima”

Foto Saja lapa: Klusa daba ar peldetajiem
--- jauniesi bauda iidens priekus. Gru-
pas dalibnieki Gulbené ar Lizuma skolas
skoleniem. Jauniesi “Sveika, Latvija!” krek-
los pirms Latvijas Nacionald makslas miizeja
apmeklejuma Riga.
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ALA's “Hello, Latvial/Sveika, Dzimtene!” TourAllows 20 Participants

“I feel very proud of my Latvian heritage, and to share a trip
of this nature with others from all over the world and share
their family history was very special.” Sandra Berents

It is with a shared love of Latvian history and culture
that 20 participants and group leader Dace Nichols gathered
at “Radi un Draugi” June 30, 2008 to begin our “Hello,
Latvia/Sveika, Dzimtene!-2008” journey.

This was the seventh annual American Latvian Association
organized tour. Each year the itinerary is developed by Anita
Juberts, ALA Program coordinator in the US together with
Tour Guide Zaiga Vilks in Latvia. The Latvian Song Festival
in Riga was the main event of this year’s trip.

“We enjoyed our trip so very much. We were happy to see all
the renovation and construction going on throughout Latvia.
1t is such a beautiful country.”

Margaret and Karlis Ezerins

Seven of the group members departed together from
Chicago and another group of seven from Newark June 29,
2008. The remainder of the group had made individual flight
arrangements to Riga. This year, once again, the group was
varied- some young, others not so young, some were Latvian,
others were spouses of Latvians, some were fluent in Latvian
while others did not speak or understand the language. Yet
Zaiga, conducting the tour in English, managed to make the
itinerary interesting and understandable to all.

“All of the events were incredibly beautiful!! We will never
forget this trip!!”  Avany Garros Penaherrera

EXxperience Latvia’s Summer

Hello, Latvia/Sveika, dzim-
tene!” 2008 participants:

Sandra Berents, Benita
Diatchenko, Annette Drager,
Karlis and Margaret Ezerins,
Eriks Fricsons, Gunars
Fricsons, Avany Pehaherrera,
Klaudy Garros, Lira Winter
Garros, Valentim Garros,
Dzintars and Mary Catherine
Gendrikovs, Larisa Fricsons
Kirgan, Dagnija Kubulins,
Krista Kubulins, Group
Leader Dace Nichols and Wil-
liam Nichols, Edite Virkus,
and Gunars and Norma
Zagars.

June 30, 2008

The group arrives in Riga. After a brief bus tour of the city,
the bus driver brings us to the ‘Radi un Draugi Hotel”. After
a rest period we gathered for an introductory meeting and
dinner.

July 1, 2008

We started our trip with the traditional placing of flowers at
the Freedom Monument. Our timing was perfect because
we also saw the changing of the guard. And so, we started
our journey to Latgale, the most Eastern province of Latvia.
Enroute we stopped at Lielvardes Park, site of Andrejs Pum-
purs Museum, Koknese castle ruins and the Aglona Basilica.
Our last stop was the studio of well-known Latvian potter
Viktors Uspelis. He showed us his studio and the process
involved in making his beautiful vases and bowls. It was a
great opportunity to purchase some very special souvenirs.
That night we slept in a hotel in Rezekne.

July 2, 2008

After a brief tour of Rezekne, we departed for Vidzeme with
plans to end the day in Ergli. In the morning we stopped at
“Saulrieti” —home /museum of writer Karlis Skalbe. A warm
fire in the fireplace greeted us. From there we departed to
Jaunpiebalga, to the “Lielkriize” Organic Farm. The owner
explained how the farm operates and gave us a tour. After-
wards we enjoyed lunch prepared from fresh products grown
and raised on the farm.

Our final stop for this day was “Mepngeli”, the home of
composers, the brothers Jurjani. It was great to learn about
the early roots of the modern Song Festival which we were
set to experience later in the trip.

July 3, 2008
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The next stop was Liepaja in Kurzeme. For lunch we stopped
at the “Térvetes Brewery” for beer tasting, appetizers and
lunch. The last stop for this day was the Brothers’ Cemetery
in Lestene — a memorial to thousands who gave their lives
for Latvia. Many participants found names of relatives on
the headstones and walls.

July 4, 2008

Where better to celebrate the Fourth of July than in Liepaja!
After a brief tour of Liepaja’s port and the weavers’ workshop
we enjoyed a special celebration lunch at the Piano Restaurant
by the port. Afterward, we had time to wander the streets of
Liepaja or walk the beach by the Baltic Sea on our own.

July 5, 2008

Our next destination was Kuldiga with stops at the “Sail of
Hope” - a memorial dedicated to Latvians who fled across
the Baltic Sea in small boats — and a stop in Ventspils. Before
retiring for the night in Kuldiga, we enjoyed a walking tour
of the city and the Venta waterfall. Some of the group joined
the locals and walked across the falls!

July 6, 2008

This was a very exciting day - the day of the opening pa-
rade of the Latvian Song Festival. It was hour after hour of
choir and dance groups dressed in colorful traditional dress,
parading past the Freedom Monument. It was an unforget-
table experience! In addition, Zaiga had arranged for lunch
at the D’ Vine in Hotel Latvija. The food was great, but even
more - the view of the parade was fantastic! Midafternoon
we departed Riga for Turaida and the Folk Song Park and
Sigulda. As we walked through the park, Zaiga explained
the significance of various monuments and sang some of the
favorite Latvian folk songs for us. It was a perfect place to
enjoy a view of the magnificent Gauja Valley. We ended our
day in Cesis in the region of Vidzeme.

July 7, 2008

After a morning of free time and shopping in the charming
little shops in “downtown” Cesis we departed for Rauna and
Smiltene. We toured the dairy processing facility in Smiltene.
It was very interesting to see how the factory operates and to
have the opportunity to taste cheese, yogurt and other dairy
products.

Valmiera greeted us with a rainstorm, putting a major damp-
ener on the day. We did manage to see the highlights before
the skies opened. En route to “Dikli Castle”’, our next hotel,
we stopped at “Neikens Hill” - the site of the first Latvian
Song Festival. After dinner we had a champagne reception
in honor of the Song Festival.

“Everyone should attend the Song Festival at least once in
a lifetime. It has been an amazing experience learning more
about my culture and heritage.” Krista Kubulins

July 7, 2008
This evening we will be returning to Riga-Hotel Kolonna
across the street from “Alus Séta” and around the corner

from the Dome Square, a fantastic location from which to
enjoy the Song Festival events.

Our first stop today was Limbazi - the home of Karlis Bauma-
nis, the author of the Latvian National anthem. Before lunch
we toured the “Munchhausen Museum” in Dunte. It was a
most comical place! This evening we walked from our hotel
to the Riga Opera House for the Festival Symphonic Music
Concert — an incredible concert in this historic building!

July 9, 2008

This was our day to recover from the 2,500 kilometer road
trip. After a walking tour of Old Town, we had the rest of
the day free. As we walked along Zaiga explained the his-
tory and importance such places as Dome Church, the Three
Brothers Building, and various government buildings. It is an
emotional experience to walk the cobblestone streets of Old
Town. There were so many activities and souvenir markets
throughout Old Town and “Vermanes Garden” to enjoy.

July 10, 2008

In the moming we departed for Jurmala-a seashore resort
area close to Riga. Some of the group strolled along the
promenade of small shops; others relaxed with a cup of cof-
fee or walked along the Baltic Sea searching for that elusive
piece of amber.

Next we toured the famous “Laci” bakery followed by a
tasting of the wide variety of breads baked there- the dark
rye garlic toast, the dark rye bread, “saldskabmaize” sweat
and sour rye bread, carrot bread, white bread and more. Many
of us purchased loaves to bring back home.

In the evening we attended the Folk Dance Concert. The
weather was perfect and the atmosphere was electric with
enthusiasm. Thousands of folk dancers in a beautifully cho-
reographed program! It was a fantastic evening!

July 11, 2008

This day we traveled to Rundale-the summer palace of the
Duke of Courland. Many of the rooms have been beautifully
restored. Zaiga explained significant historic points in each
room. There is a newly completed garden area in the back
of the palace modeled after the Versaille Gardens in France.
A beautiful place to sit on a bench and enjoy the moment.
Free time back in Riga!

“The planning of the trip was very well organized. An un-

forgettable trip.”

Valentim Garros

July 12, 2008

This day was full of culture and history. We visited the
Open Air Ethnographic Museum. Each region had activities,
singing and dancing, typical of that region and we got to
experience life as it was so many years ago. Next, we went
to the “Bralu kapi” National Cemetery and placed flowers in
memory of the fallen soldiers. Zaiga explains the significance
of the statues which enhanced the value of the experience.
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The next event is the highlight of the trip - The Latvian Song
Festival Choir Concert. It was an unbelievable experience to
sit under the stars, listening to thousands of choir members
singing familiar Latvian folk songs as well as choir compo-
sitions, directed by Latvia’s best conductors. It was such a
magnificent evening!

July 13, 2008

Unbelievably, our last day together as the “Hello Latvia-
2008 group has arrived. We started the day with a guided
tour of the Occupation Museum. It was a sobering to see
and hear pictures and stories from those dark days of Latvian
history.

Before our farewell dinner at the “Radi un Draugi” we went
on a boat excursion on the beloved Daugava River. It was a
great way to say farewell to Riga.

July 14, 2008

The tour is over. Some of us returned to the United States;
others stayed in Latvia a few extra days while still others
continued their travels to other destinations.

“I loved the Song Festival and Saturday's entire program,
especially the Open Air Ethnographic Museum, the Warriors’
Cemetery and the parade. Really it is hard to say what was
best. So many wonderful moments.”

Annie Drager

This trip was significant to each of us for different reasons.
For some it was the return to their roots/mother country; for
others it was a first trip. Many met relatives never met before.
For all of us it brought a deeper understanding of Latvia — its
history, culture and people. All of us returned home with fond
memories and great hopes for Latvia’s future.

Dace Nichols
Group Leader
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Pat ekonomiski gritos laikos ir nodarbes, kas padara cilveku
bagataku! Domaju, ka vairums neapstridés apliecinajumu,
ka viena no galvenajam ir lasiSana, it seviski, kad tik daudz
neizlasttas lasamvielas stav mums acu prieksa latviesu cen-
tru bibliotekas un gimenes latviesu gramatu plauktos. Tadél
Sogad ALAs Izglitibas nozares varda— draudzigs aicinajums
visiem pieaugusajiem — gan jaunako gadu, gan vidgjo, ka
arT, protams, vecaka gadu gajuma paaudze€m — uznemsimies
izpildit Karla Ulmana 1935. gada aicinajumu vispilnigakaja
nozimé - saksim lasit tas gramatas, kas sadavinatas latviesu
skolam vai kas stav miisu gimenu latvieSu gramatu plauk-
tos!

Lai lasiSanu padaritu mérktiecigaku, it seviski, tiem, kas
nav radusi lasit gramatas latviesu valoda, esam izraudzijusi
septinas gramatas, ko izlastt septinos meénesos, tadu latviesu
,,Book of then Month Club”, ka dazi varbiit atceras Amerika
seSdesmitajos gados popularo gramatu pardosanas metodi-
ku. V&l - dzinulis pasteidzinat lasisanu ir, lai gatavotos uz va-
saras vakaru gramatu parrunam gan 3x3 nometng&s augusta,
gan Nujorkas draudzes Ik$ki%u nometné jilija. Katras no-
metnes vadiba izzinos parrunam izraudzitas gramatas, lai
varam censties izlasit ja ne visas, tad vismaz tas, kuras tiks
parrunatas Jusu klatiené. Lidztekus lasiSanai var€siet arl
apmainities domam par izlasito ar draugiem neklatieng caur
ALAs majas lapas Izglitibas nozares dala atrodamo saiti.

Paldies visiem ASV gramatu pulcinu dalibniekiem, kas naca
talka ar ieteikumiem par gramatu izvéli. Nav Saubu, ka Jiis So
lasi$anas un parrunu projektu iekartosiet visa gada apmeéra,
lai pieveiktu visas gramatas, kas interese. Tacu aicinam sasp-
aroties arT latviesu skolu vecaku saimes un uznemties izlastt
un parrunat vismaz vienu no izraudzitajam gramatam. Galu
gala, pasi busiet paplasinajusi savus apvarSnus par Latvi-
jas vésturi, uzlabojusi vardu krajumu un valodas izjiitu un
spesiet tik daudz vairak sniegt talak saviem b&rniem!

Pirms izklastu §im gadam izraudzito lasamvielu, 1ss ieskats
par motivaciju gramatu izvélei. Meklgjam gramatas, kas
sarakstitas augstvertiga valodas ITmenT un kas iepazistinas
lasttaju ar latvieSu dzivi aprakstitaja laika. Centamies
ieverot dazadas intereses un zanrus, ka ari ieskaitit autorus
no dazadam paaudzeém gan Latvija, gan trimda. Saraksts
veidojas interesantu sarunu rezultata ar vairakiem lasitaju
pulcinu dalibniekiem ASV un gramatu cienitajiem Latvija,
bet to noasingja Jana Kréslina, Sr. lidzdaliba un vina
neizsmelosais informacijas klasts. Paldies visiem par ies-
katiem!

Tatad, ko aicinam izlasit?

1) No klasikas: J€kaba Jansevska ,,Mezvidus Jaudis”,
kultiirvésturisku romanu divas dalas. JanSevskis, Jana
Kréslina vardos ,,uzbur varenu panoramu par latvieSiem
senajos laikos, kas balstita laba véstures zinasana. Vinam |loti
rosigs stastijums, izcila valoda, — ja arT loti kurzemnieciska.
Unromans ir arToti saistoSa lasamviela, gandriz ka detektivu
romans. Intrigé€joss.” Gramatu izdeva Gramatu Draugs
1951. gada; ta ir parspiesta Latvija Liesmas izdevnieciba
1981. gada.; tagad pieejama digitalizeta izdevuma Latvijas
Nacionalas bibliotekas majas lapa: www.letonika.lv.

2) Anslava Eglisa ,,Ligavu mednieki” — daudzpusiga
trimdas autora krasns stasts par dzivi Riga 30-ajos gados.
Izdevis Apgads Daugava 1951. gada un tagad no jauna
iespiesta un pieejama Rigas gramatnicas.

3) un 4) Margaritas Kovalevskas ,,Astonpadsmit”
vai/un ,,Devinpadsmit”. Kovalevska apraksta, J. Kréslina
vardiem: ,,saisto$i un virtuozi savu dzivi attiecigajos ga-
dos”. Gramatas izdotas Ziemelblazmas izdevnieciba 1967.
un 1973. gada.

5) Valentina Jakobsona ,, Trejadas brokastis” —trilogija,
rakstita ar humoru par autora dzivi pirms izsttfjuma,
izstitljuma un péc atgrieSanas Riga. Par gramatu Andris
Jakubans ievadam raksta: ,,Literatiras gardézi noteikti

turp. INN.>34
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ALA’s “Heritage Latvia” Trip Leaves Memories
of the Lifetime for American Latvian Youths

Ariana Akkerman: ,,My trip to Latvia was a thou-
sand times better than I could have ever imagined.
1 got to see where my family came from and I
learned a lot about the people, life in Latvia, Lat-
vian history, songs, dances, and much more. One
of the highlights of my trip was seeing the song and
dance festival. I have only dreamt of going to see
the song and dance festival in Latvia since I was
little. It was huge and the dances, costumes and set
up were breathtaking. Getting to experience it for
myself was a dream come true. This trip meant the
world to me! Not only did I learn a lot and have
fun doing it, but I also made some best friends.

The people who went were amazing and we had so
many laughs. I don’t think we ever stopped laugh-
ing. We found the fun in everything and made
every moment worthwhile. I would definitely sug-
gest this trip to all young Latvian Americans. You’ll
meet your best friends, learn about where you come
from, you’ll get to travel all around the country, eat
different food and have the best experience of your
life!”

wHeritage Latvia” 2008
participants:

From left — Aleksa Akker-
man, Ariana Akkerman,
Katryna Gouin, Gianna
Jarrett, John Olins, Lea
Perekrests, Aleksandra Ro-
man, and Alexa Witham.
Chaperones were Elissa
Millers and Lauris Grund-
manis and the group leader
from Latvia was Polina
S’lcilglfe of OneBaltics.

Lea Perekrests: “Going to Latvia this past summer
with Heritage Latvia was an amazing, eye- open-
ing experience. Going there I had no idea what to
expect of people who live there. Even though this
whole experience was filled with amazing memories
I knew right away that my number one, favorite
thing was meeting students ... my age. We took trips
and shared meals, visited the President and the US
Ambassador, and sang, danced and played games.
Getting to know them and talking and learning
about our differences and similarities was one of
the things I miss the most when thinking back to my
trip. All around, this trip was an amazing life-chang-
ing experience that I would strongly recommend for
anyone who has the opportunity to go.”

John Olins: “Latvia is so much more advanced than
here in the United States in terms of mentality. The
Latvians have an advanced view of the correlation
between human life and nature. It upsets me that we
are not like that ourselves, but we do not have such
a strong culture here, so it is expected.”
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Leksy Roman: ,,My trip to Latvia was truly unfor-
gettable — perhaps I will most remember our visit
with Latvian school students. They helped me gain
a better understanding of what kids my age are in-
terested in. It was truly fascinating to compare our
interests and diverse cultures. I highly recommend
this trip to anyone who wants to experience first-
hand their Latvian heritage and culture.”

Aleksa Akkerman: The “Heritage Lat-
via” trip is not your ordinary trip, because
you get to travel without your parents and
explore Latvia, your ancestors’ country,
where you will feel at home. This trip is not
a vacation where you can relax. This trip is
an educational one where you learn by ex-
periencing everything yourself. I was never
bored. We danced traditional Latvian folk
dances, ate three big, hot meals a day with
dessert. My favorite parts of this trip were
going to the Latvian folk dance festival

and seeing Latvia’s beautiful beaches and
my favorite city, Liepaja, which is a well-
planned city with amazing architecture and
is close to the sea. The best part is probably
all the great friends I made and the memo-
ries that will last a lifetime.”
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»Heritage Latvia” is an opportunity for young people between the ages of 13 and 15 to travel to Latvia, see highlights of the
country and learn about their Latvian roots. As you can see from the pictures of the 2008 trip, participants have a wonder-

ful time touring Latvia. The trip is very similar in content to the ALA-sponsored program for Latvian language speakers
»Sveika, Latvija!” which this year marked its 20th trip. However, ,,Heritage Latvia” is geared to young people who are not
fluent in Latvian, may not have attended Latvian school, but perhaps attend Latvian summer camp English-language sessions
and have an interest in learning about Latvia. Information on the ,,Heritage Latvia” trip is presented in English and learn-
ing Latvian words during the trip is encouraged but not mandated. Young people who have participated in ,,Heritage Latvia”
return enthusiastic about the experience, having gained a broader and deeper understanding of their own background and an
appreciation of their Latvian grandparents’experience.

ALA is again offering the ,,Heritage Latvia” in the summer of 2009. We are fortunate to have Polina Sl,(il)l,{e as the trip or-
ganizer and guide for the third year in a row. Polina is completely fluent in English and develops great rapport with the trip
participants. This summer will include participation in the folk festival ,,Baltica”. This event is popular throughout the three
Baltic countries and should be one of the highlights of the trip. The dates of the trip have been set for July 6 through July 19,
2009.

IF YOU WANT TO GIVE YOURCHILD OR GRANDCHILD THE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT LATVIA AND LEARN
ABOUT HIS OR HER LATVIAN HERITAGE, PLEASE CONTACT ANITA JUBERTS AT THE AMERICAN LATVIAN
ASSOCIATION, 301 340-8719, projekti@alausa.org to request a trip application and further information. The application
deadline will be March 15, 2009.
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NodroSiniet iespéju piedalities ALAs 2009. gada vasaras GE!II]IIIIIIIS!
Rmerikas latvieSu apvieniba (ALA) 2009. gada vasara organizé ¢etrus celojumus:

o~Heritage Latvia” —no 6. — 19. julijam - latvieSu izcelsmes jaunieSiem no 13 — 15 g.v., kas neruna latviski

vai kam ir minimalas latviesu valodas zinaSanas. Celojuma valoda ir anglu, bet marSruts un viela Iidzinas
Sveika, Latvija!” celojumam. Cena, kas ieskaita lidojuma bileti : $3000. PieteikSanas l1idz 15. martam Grupas

maksimalais dalibnieku skaits 20.

Hello Latvia!/Sveika, dzimtene!” —no 6. — 19. julijam - divvalodigs (anglu/latvieSu valoda) celojums
pieauguSajiem un gimeném. Celojuma vares iepazities gan ar galvaspilsétu Rigu, gan ar visiem Latvijas
novadiem. Cena (kas ieskaita lidojuma bileti): $3300. PieteikSanas lidz 15. martam. Grupas maksimalais

dalibnieku skaits 20.

»Heritage Latvia” un ,.Hello, Latvia” dalibnieki var€s izvél&ties lidot no Cikﬁgas vai no Newarkas.
Ltdzu, piesakieties p&c iesp&jas driz, iesiitot $500 iemaksu.

»Sveika, Latvija!”

[zglitojosi celojumi jaunieSiem no 13- 15. gadiem, kuri runa latviski un kuri 2009.

beidza) 8. klasi latvieSu skola.

»Sveika, Latvija!” XXI —no 12. - 26. jinijam. Grupa izlidos no Cikﬁgas.

“Sveika, Latvija!” XXII — no 2009. gada 11. - 25. augustam. Grupa izlidos no Newarkas.

Dalibniekus visiem celojumiem pienemsim iemaksas sanems$anas Kkartiba.

Ja velaties pieteikties kadam ce]ojumam, vai Jums ir kadi jautajumi, ladzu, kontaktgjaties ar
Anitu Juberti, projekti@alausa.org, tel: 301 340-8719.
ALAs biroja adrese: American Latvian Association, 400 Hurley Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850

Bridis vesturei
Karlis Ulmanis pirms 90. gadiem pie
Latvijas Supula karSanas

Sakara ar Latvijas Republikas neatkaribas
pasludinasanas90.gadadienumankadacienijama
ALAs biedre ludza, lai atgadinu tautai par Karla
Ulmana nopelniem Latvijas Valsts dibinasana.
Péc vinas un arl manas pieredzes paaudze, kura
piedzivoja Ulmana laikus vél joprojam vinu lolo
pozitivas atminas, bet jaunakajam paaudzem,
kuras izskolojas ASV, ir skeptiski uzskati, jo
Saeimas atlaiSana un ,,Ulmana laiki” nesaskan
ar demokratiskiem principiem.

- | Tomér patriotiski latvieSi varétu biit vienas domas
- par Ulmanpa lomu Latvijas Valsts dibinasana. Ma-
__ nas universitates véstures kursos profesoriem patika
spriest, vai sp&jigus valstsvirus radija vesturiskie
notikumi vai vesturiskos notikumus radija sp&jigi
valstsviri? Péc 90 gadiem ir diezgan viegli

Latvijas pagaidu valdiba 1919.g. Liepaja, pirmaja rinda, centra, Karlis
Ulmanis, ministru prezidents, un arlietu ministrs. Fotografs Juris Bokums. turp. Inp. >311
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Trissvaigznu spélu 15 gadu atcere Valmiera

Pirmas Triszvaigznu spéles (TS) notika
1993. gada un turpinajas katrus Cetrus
gadus (vél divas reizes) l1dz 2001. gadam,
pirms tas tika partrauktas. Jaunie sportisti
pieprasija turpinat sacensibas ar Latvijas
sportistiem, un 2005. gada ALAs Sporta
nozare izkartoja Kurzemes turneju ar izejas
punktu Ventspili, kur atrodas Olimpiskais
centrs. Nakosa sporta turneja bija paredz&ta
2009. gada. Kad san@mam informaciju par
Triszvaigznu sp€lu 15 gadu atceri Valmiera
2008. gada jlinija, nolémam piedalities.

Sada spélu sariko$ana prasa lielu piepili
no vietgjas sabiedribas un arT Latvijas
politiskas aparatiras, tade] sacensibu
pirmas dienas nosléguma bija darbinieku
vakarinas un galveno paligu apbalvoSana
ar Triszvaigznu spélu 15 gadu atceres
goda Zimém. Saja sarikojuma valdija liela
vienpratiba, ka Triszvaigznu spéles biitu
jaturpina, kaut vai, samazinot sacensibu
skaitu, liekot galveno uzsvaru uz arzemes
dzivojoso latvieSu vienibu piedaliSanos.

VirieSu volejbola — zelta medala

Skiet, ka kulminacija veidojas tiesi pedgja
sacensibu diena, kad ASV virieSu volejbola
vieniba devas pusfinala un finala spéles.
Pirma pusfinala spéle bija pret Valmieras
vienibu, ko bijam priekSspéles pieveikusi
25-23; 25-18, spelejot briva daba Jana
Dalina stadiond. Soreiz lietus d&] spéles

notika Kocénu pagasta jaunaja sporta zalg,
kur ir tris labi volejbola laukumi. Spégle
nevar€ja piedalities vienibas kapteinis,
izcilais gremdé@tajs Aleksis Dankers, jo
bija savainojis plecu. Spécigas lidzjiitcju
grupas atbalstiti ASV volejbolisti siva
cipa guva uzvaru: 25-19; 23-25; 25-22,
20-25;15-11.

Finala vini satikas ar prieks$spélu labako
vienibu no Limbaziem, kam bijam zaud&jusi
18-25; 17-25. Soreiz, spélgjot idedlos
apstaklos, guvam uzvaru tris setos: 25-23;
25-20; 25-22. Finalspele ASV vieniba
loti sekmigi atnéma serves un ari servéja
bez klidam, atsakoties no nesekmigajam
“speka” servém. ASV vienibas uzvaras
kaldinaja specigais gremd&taju trio - Kriss
Berzins, Maiks Daiga un Aleksis Dankers
licliska célaja K. Staka vadiba.

Vienibu vadija Modris Krautmanis un
Martin$ Staks. Juris Daiga bija “goda”
treneris. Vieniba spél&ja: Davis Bolsteins,
Kri§janis Beérzins, Maiks Daiga, Aleksis
Dankers, Karlis Grinvalds, Eriks Krautma-
nis, Eriks Krievs, Grants Osvalds, Kristaps
Staks, Eriks Zusgvics.

Basketbola — sudraba medala
Basketbola vienibas bija iedalitas divas

grupas, katra - pa tris. ASV vienibai pirma
spéle bija ar “Stavgruziem”, tos pieveicot ar

pASAULES LM_WFSU .
TRISTVAIGZNU SPELEM 15°

21. - 23. junijs

ATKLASANA:
21. jnija pl. 18.00 -
J. Dalina stadiond

SACENSIBAS:

Tautas klasé - 21. un 22. u_m?!g
Meistarkfasé - 22. un 23. junija
Tautas skrgjiens - 23. jinija

21. un 22. jiinija pl. 21.00
ZALUMBALLES Divalina plavas

.2 _ 23 jdnija pl. 20.00
SPELU NOSLEGUMS un ieligoana
Divalina plavas

rezultatu 64:22. Otra spéle bija pret stipru
vienibu no Valmieras, kas bija japartrauc
lietus d&l, parceloties uz Valmieras olimp-
isko centru. Spélgjot idealos apstaklos,
ASV uzvargja ar 68:65, iegiistot pirmo
vietu sava grupa.

Divas labakas vienibas katra grupa sacentas
pusfinala, un ASV pieveica Stopinu vienibu
60:20. Valmiera uzvargja otras grupas
1. vienibu, un finala atkal satikas vecie
pretinieki. Soreiz spéle notika zem klajas
debess, un ar rezultatu 43:35 uzvargja
Valmiera. Zemais rezultats norada, ka
visiem ir griitibas spélét basketbolu briva
daba, v&l vairak, ja nav pierasts to darft.

Vienibu vadija Zigurds Kauls un Toms
Trautmanis, taja spéléja: Eriks Bedritis,
Kri$s Brauns, Uldis Briins (no Australijas),
Eriks Dunéns, Adams Galuppo, Kaldis
Grants, Matiss Grants, Pauls JeSinskis(no
Anglijas), Maiks Kauls, Martins Trautma-
nis. Labakie punktu guvéji bija A.Galuppo,
M. Kauls, K. Brauns un Pauls JeSinskis.

SievieSu volejbola — bronzas medala
Sievie$u volejbola visas spéles iznaca

spelet briva daba, turklat
vienu, gazot pamatigam lietum. Prieksspéles
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sacentas piecas vienibas. Pirma spéle ar “Software-
house” (SWH) beidzas ar ASV vienibas uzvaru 19:25,
25:12, 25:16. Otra spéle pret Daugavpils “Latvijas
dzelzcelu” beidzas ar zaudejumu 21:25, 12:25; pedgja
seta Joti traucgja lietus. Otraja diena ASV uzvargja
Talsu vienibu ar rezultatu 21:25, 25:17, 15:8 un “Valmi-
eras stikla kiedras” (VSS) vienibu pieveica ar 24:25,
25:19; 15-10, prieksspéles ierindojoties 3. vieta.

Pirmas divas vienibas sacentas finala, ASV vieniba ar
VSS cinfjas par bronzas medalu, un spéle beidzas ar
ASV uzvaru 11:25, 25:17, 15-9.

Vienibu vadija Sandra B&rzupe un Egons Dunéns,
spelgja Darena Daiga, Kristine Dunéna, Inta Grinvalde,
Larisa Grinvalde, Andra Krautmane, Lia Krautmane,
Larisa Lizenberga, Amanda Lorberga (no Kanadas),
Katrina Racibarskas.

Sacensibas bija labi organizétas, tas ievadija sviniga
atklaSanas ceremonija, kuras laika tika uzvilkti Latvijas
un Dalina stadiona karogi un iededzinata stadiona lapa,
kurai uguni no Rigas ar helikopteru atveda olimpis-
kais ¢empions Janis Lusis. Nobeiguma profesionali
aerodinamiski lidojumi spécigas gaisa stravas ietvara,
ko veica latviesu grupa, kas sava laika uzstajas Atenu
olimpiadg.

Iepriekséja vakara mums bija iesp&ja noskatities
rokoperas “Lacplésis” koncertuzvedumu Burtnieku
ezera krasta. NakosSaja vakara Divalina plava, arpus
Dalina stadiona, muizikalas programmas izpilditaji bija
valmieriesi “Zelli”, kas ieprieksgja gada bija ASV tiire
un piedalijas ALAs kongresa Cikaga. Janu vakara bija
nosléguma programma ar tautas deju demonstracijam,
ugunskuriem un dancosanu Divalina plava, kur priecigi
svingjam savu medalu birumu, lai otraja diena dotos
uz Rigu.

Nobeiguma varam tikai atkartot savu vélesanos, lai
Triszvaigznu spéles tiktu atjaunotas, piesaistot visas
arzemes dzivojosas latvieSu kopienas.

Visvaris Giga,
Janis Robins

ALAs vientba ieguva sudraba medalu virieSu
basketbola; no kr. 1. rinda: Martin§ Trautmanis, Kaldis
Grants, Adams Galuppo, Maiks Kauls; 2. rinda: Zig-
urds Kauls, treneris, Toms Trautmanis, treneris, Kriss
Brauns, Eriks Dunéns, Uldis Briins, Matiss Grants

ALAs vientba ieguva bronzas medalu sievieSu volejbola; no
kr. 1. rinda: Larisa Grinvalde, Katrina Racibarskas, Kristine
Duneéna, Daren Daiga; 2. rinda: Egons Duneéns, treneris, Inta
Grinvalde, Larisa Lizenberga, Andra Krautmane, Lia
Krautmane, Amanda Lorberga, Sandra Bérzupe, trenere

ALAs vieniba ieguva zelta medalas viriesu volejbola; no kr. 1.
rinda: Grants Osvalds, Eriks Zu$évics, Eriks Krievs, Maiks
Daiga 2. rinda: Martins Staks, treneris, Kristaps Staks, Karlis
Grinvalds, Davis Bolsteins, Eviks Krautmanis, Aleksis Dan-
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ALAs sportisti Zemgales turneja

2008. gada junija uz Latviju devas 40
dalibnieki: 30 sportisti, sesi treneri un
ALAs Sporta nozares amatpersonas -
vaditajs Visvaris Giga, sekretars Janis
Robins, kasieris Edgars Bedritis un
Valdis Tums. Vairakums sportistu bija
Garezera vidusskolas, nometnes vai
volejbola nedélas nogales dalibnieki
ar labam latvieSu valodas zinaSanam.
Bija ar1 divi pieprecéti amerikani
un paris jaukto laulibu atvases, bet
latviska apzina neapSaubami bija visu
dalibnieku kopsaucgjs.

Zemgales turneja bija paredz&ta
2009. gada, bet Sporta nozarei naca
piedavajums no Valmieras, kas velgjas
atzimét pirmo Triszvaigznu spélu 15
gadu atceri 2008. gada no 20. lidz 23.
jinijam. Sakara ar to planojam turneju
no 11.11dz 19. jinijam, dodot mums in-
teresantu turnejas nobeigumu ar turniru
slavena Dalina stadiona. Rikotajs bija
pirmo spélu organizé&tajs, agrakais
Valmieras pils€tas galva un bijusais
izglitibas ministrs Karlis Greiskalns.

Sarunas Latvija 2007. gada rudeni
piedalijas Sporta nozares vaditaja
vietnieks Dr. Visvaldis Nagobads un
ALAs Sporta nozares referents Ivars
Svanfelds, kas biezi uzturas Latvija.
P&c tam nozares vaditajs Visvaris Giga
parnéma turnejas izkartosanu, kur liels
paligs bija Karlis Greiskalns. Tapat
ka lidz sim, sportisti pasi maksaja par
lidmasinas bilet€ém, bet uzturéSanas
izdevumus turnejas laika sedza ALA
Sporta nozare. Salidzinot ar Kurzemes
turneju 2005. gada, visas izmaksas
dubultojusas — daudz dargakas bija ne
tikai lidmasinu biletes, bet arT partika,
celosana un istabas Latvijas viesnicas.
Kurzemes turnejas izmaksas bija
apméram $16 500, bet Soreiz izdevumi
sasniedza gandriz $35 000. So summu
sakrajam no nozares budzeta atlikumi-
em, $6 000 ziedojuma no Ipasu uzdevu-
mu ministrijas sabiedribas integracijas
lietas (IUMSIL) sekretariata un ALAs
$13 000 pieskiruma. Par to liels paldies
atbalstitajiem!

$

ALAs Sporta nozares vaditdjs Visvaris Giga (no labds) pasniedz ALAs kreklus Latvijas
olimpieSiem Ivanam Bugajenkovam, zelta medalistam volejbola 1964. gada Tokija un 1968.
gada Meksika (no labas) un Sképmetéjam Janim Liisim, kuys izcinija bronzas medalu 1964.
gada Tokija, zelta medalu 1968. gada Meksika un sudraba medaju 1972. gada Minchené

Zemgales turnejas pirmas spéles no-
tika Riga. Apmetamies Keizarmeza
viesnica pie Kisezera, kur tuvuma ir
Latvijas Nacionalais sporta centrs.
Diemzel sporta zale nebija sakopta un
piemérota sievieSu volejbola spelem,
tas vajadzgja parcelt uz Pardaugavu,
Arkadijas sporta zali netalu no Uzvaras
pieminekla.

Pirmaja spéle ar Latvijas Universitates
(LU) virieSiem pasiem bija jauznemas
tiesaSana un jasamierinas ar tiklu, kas
bija bédiga stavokli. Uzvargjam trijos
setos - 25:16, 25:17, 25:18, pie tam
vél izméginot dazadas kombinacijas,
jo ieradusies bija 9 spéletaji, iztriikstot
tikai vienam.

Spele ar LU meitenem Arkadijas sporta
zaleé noritéja idealos apstaklos, bet
beidzas ar zaud&jumu 19:25, 15:25,
13:25. ArT §1s sacikstes bija jatiesa
pasiem.

Zaudg&jam arT basketbola 75:83, jo
LU vieniba bija paris pusprofesionalu
speletaju. P&c pirmajam sacensibam

bija redzams, ka visam trim vienibam
bija potencials uzlabot sp&lu Iimeni ar
turpmaku saspélésanos.

Nakosa diena bija 14. jiinijs, un no rita
ar autobusu devamies uz Kurzemes
Bralu kapiem Lestené. Diemzéel
lija lietus, briziem pastipri, tapéc
pieminas vieta pavadijam tikai kadu
pusstundu. Baznicas iekSpuse labi
sakopta, un vargjam parakstities viesu
gramata. Apskatijam ari miizeju, kur
visi dalibnieki sanéma brosuras.

P&cpusdiena bija paredzé&tas tikai
volejbola spéles, kas notika Arkadijas
zale. Soreiz zéniem pretinieki bija
senioru vieniba, sacensibas biedzas ar
parliecinosu rezultatu 25:12, 25:15,
25:20 miisu laba. Meiten&m turpretim
bija stva cina ar “Whirlpool” atbalstitu
vienibu, kas beidzas ar uzvaru 26:24,
25:20, 21:25.

Svetdien no Rigas devamies uz
Rundales pili un péc tam - uz Jelgavu,
lai speletu ar Latvijas Lauksaimniecibas
Universitates (LLU) vienibam.
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Sacensibas sakas ar virieSu volejbolu,
un misu vieniba guva uzvaru ar
rezultatu 30:20, 30:25, 30:28. Uzvargja
arTl meitenes - 25:20, 22:25, 25:14.
Pédgjas bija basketbola sacensibas,
kuras miis€jie uzvargja ar 105:89. LLU
vienibas nebija visstiprakaja sastava, jo
studentiem bija brivlaiks. Sacensibas
bija labi organizetas, jutam, ka tieSam
tikam gaiditi.

Spéeles beidzas samera velu, un bija
jau pusnakts, kad nokluvam miisu ap-
metnes vieta “Mezezers”,0dzes ezera
krasta, pie Plavinam, kur miis sagaidija
ar siltam vakarinam.

Nakamas dienas izbraukuma apskatijam
Kokneses pilsdrupas, bijam pie Perses
ietekas Daugava, uznémam daudz foto-
grafiju. Vakaru pavadijam Mezezera.
Dienu péc tam devamies uz Ormankalnu,
bet saka Iit, un garam Viesitei un
Neretai aizbraucam lidz pat Lietuvas
robezai. Eiropas Savieniba robezas
skersot ir viegli, iebraucam Lietuva un
fotografejamies pie robezstabiem.

Brauciena grib&jam kaut ko iekost,
bet nevargjam atrast pieme&rotu vietu,
kas var€tu apkalpot 50 personas, un
ta devamies uz Jekabpili, kur mums
velak p&cpusdiena bija spéles. Sporta
zalé mis sagaidija pilsétas galva, un
notika sviniga sp€létaju un vaditaju
iepazistinasana. Zale bija skaista,
tiesnesi - izcili, spélét - liels prieks!

Loti siva basketbola spéle beidzas
ar miisu uzvaru 98:95 (53:53), un
Jekabpils vienibas vaditajs aicinaja
uz revansa spéli, ko vienojamies
spelét nakosaja diena, jo ta bija mums
brivdiena.

Viriesu volejbola zaudgjam piecos se-
tos-21:25,25:21,20:25,25:21, 12:15,
jo Jekabpili ir viena no labakajam
lauku vienibam. Meitenes savukart
uzvargja ar rezultatu 19:25, 25:12,
25:16, 25:13.

18. junija atkal braucam uz Jekabpili,
kur vispirms apskatijam Livonijas

ordena pili. P&c tam natika basket-

ALAs Sporta nozares vaditajs Visvaris Giga, bijuSais nozares vaditajs Janis Robins un Videjo
pavalstu latvieSu sporta parvaldes priekSnieks Valdis Tums gajiena laika. Apakseéja attela ASV

latvieSu sportisti ALAs kreklos.

bola revansa spéle. Labi nosedzot
“pilnieku” labako trispunktu metg&ju,
misgjie atkal uzvargja 90:75 (46:39).
Zemgales turneja beidzas ar labiem
panakumiem, katrai vienibai uzvarot
tris no Cetram spélém. Jutamies gatavi
turniram Valmiera!

Vakara Odzes ezera krasta pie va-
rena ugunskura priek§nesumus bija
sagatavojusSas vairakas miisu sportistu
grupas. Sis bija pédéjais vakars pie
ezera, kur agrak ir bijusi cekas dar-
binieku atpiitas vieta, par ko liecina

vairaku lielu celtnu vraki, kas batu
jauzspridzina.

Nakamaja rita braucam uz Valm-
ieru, pa celam apskatot Cesvaines
pili. Izbraucam cauri Vecpiebalgai,
bet Karla Skalbes muzeju apskatit
neizdevas, jo Soferis ar lielo autobusu
negrib&ja braukt pa maziem celiem.
Edam pusdienas C&sis, apskatijam pils-
drupas un tad taisna cela devamies uz
Valmieru, kur mis sagaidija, iebraucot
pilséta. Apmetamies dienesta viesnica,
kur ziema mitinas skoléni, vasara -
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There is something new in the Latvian community. Itisanew
organization called, the Latvian Chamber of Commerce
in the Americas (LatCham) www.latchamamericas.org.
LatCham promotes Latvian companies in the United States
and American based companies in Latvia. LatCham’s mission
is to grow American-Latvian trade and investment and work
collaboratively with government, industry, non-for-profits,
and other business associations and chambers.

LatCham has been established as a non-profit organization, a
501c3, similar to the American Latvian Association (ALA).
It is somewhat unique among Diaspora organizations as it
serves both individual Latvian and American business people,
emerging firms, as well as large international businesses. In
addition, it seeks out alliances with Latvian organizations
from Canada to South America, and other European nations, it
is an organization representing the Americas and the wealthy
and diverse markets found in this hemisphere. LatCham likes
to say that it has coupled with the rich tradition of Latvian
merchants and traders dating back to over 800 years the
mercantile spirit of adventure and opportunity permeate the
organization today.

LatCham was conceptualized by AmCham member Gustav
Plato, CEO, of iigrowth LLC in 2007 while serving on the
Board of the American Latvian Association (ALA). He came
to realize that a large community of Latvians was not being
directly served by any of the Diaspora organizations that
focused on other critical areas such as culture, history, and
language. Gustav had also just started his strategy consulting
firm, 1iGrowth LLC, and the need to be able to network with
US and Latvian businesses was a real need for the business he
was interested in building. Gustav went to Riga in January
and March of 2008 and met with Latvian enterprises, govern-
ment and the American Chamber of Commerce.

Upon returning to the United States, Gustav engaged Juris
Lazdins, VP at EC America, a firm specializing in Information
Technology contracts and value added reseller services in the
US market. Juris liked the idea right away. He spoke to some
of his industry contacts and they were very positive and had
great interest in the Latvian, Baltic, and European markets.
Gustavs and Juris then hired Klavs Rudzitis, a Latvian Web
designer from Latvia, who had done the ALA site and was
open to using new web techniques in social networking to
build out the LatCham site.

Latvian - American Chamber of
Commerce to Open its Doors in 2009

Latvia’s Economics Minister, Kaspars Gerhards, (left) accepts
Latcham’s Honorary Member status from Gustavs Plato

The result is a unique and differentiated organization. Lat-
Cham represent a community that connects high energy
executives, entrepreneurs, and emerging business leaders
from Canada, Latvia, South America, and the United States
into a global business network. This network is designed
to promote the identification of new business opportunities,
connect businesses to one another, foster the development
of public-private partnerships, promote good governance
and transparency in business, encourage sustainable design,
provide access to the next generation of Latvian talent through
a mentor/protégé program, encourage the promotion of the
arts to fund scholarships, and be a leader in the creation of
the new economic model that drives long term value creation
and business profitability.

With Latvia having entered the European Union and more re-
cently with Latvia obtaining Visa Waiver status in the United
States and also in Canada, this is a window of opportunity to
create awareness about this market and to rapidly accelerate
the growth in this global market. LatCham is a community
for firms considering new markets for their products and
services, as well as those that are already in the market.

LatCham has also already officially made the Latvian Ambas-
sador in the United States, Andrejs Pildegovics, and honorary
member, in recognition of the outstanding work he has done
to promote Latvian and US relations (see picture above).

LatCham has also engaged the talents of individuals such as
Martin Duhms, who serves as an advisor to the organization.
LatCham now has three board members, Gustavs Plato (Presi-
dent), Juris Lazdin§ (Vice President/Treasurer), and Karlis
Antons (Secretary and Membership Director, and a member
of the American Latvian Youth Association). The statutes
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USBF Planners: Leah Markowitz; (DOC), Uldis Salenieks (LIAA), Dr. Dalia
Kadisiene and Inga Lukaviciute (Embassy of Lithuania), Gustav Plato (Lat-
Cham), Inese Liepina (Embassy of Latvia), Toomas Moor (Embassy of Estonia)

allow for up to 15 board members and LatCham will continue
to recruit members for Board positions in 2008 and 2009.

LatCham will have its home in Virginia (a state which
expressed great interest in working with Latvia), and have
chapters in many parts of the Americas and there are many
programs that have been envisioned in sectors such as Travel,
Transportation, Information Technology, Energy, Green
Technology, and others.

LatCham is already working on US Baltic Programs
LatCham’s President, Gustav Plato, is the chair for the US

Latvia’s Ambassador to the United States H.E.
Andrejs Pildegovics (center) with LatCham President
Gustav Plato (left) and Treasurer, Juris Lazdins

Baltic Foundation’s Business Program for 2009. This will
take place in Washington from May 14-15, and be followed
by a Gala, where the President of Latvia will deliver the
keynote address.

LatCham is officially opening its doors in January of 2009.
We will be reaching out to Latvian and American firms with
the goal of rapidly growing the membership base in 2009. If
you are interested, or know of a firm that is interested, please
have them contact Gustav Plato at gplato@iigrowth.com or
call 240.499.4938.
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Draudzigs aicinajums v.p. no 24. ipp

apbrinos Valentina Jakobsona stastu teikumus. Tie argji ir
pavisam vienkarSi teikumi, nekas TpaSs, nekada skaistu-
ma, taCu gandriz katra ieksa ir knifs, gruti noformulgjama
noskana un mérktieciba.” Jakobsons deportéts no skolas sola
gramatas izdeva Liesma: ,,Brokastis zalumos”(1986.g.),
,Brokastis ziemelos” (1992.g.), ,,Brokastis pusnaktr” (1995.
g.), trilogijas kopojums , Trejadas brokastis” — izdevusi
Pe&tergaila izdevnieciba 2006. gada, pieejama Riga, ka art
pasttama no ALAs Apgada.

6) Kriminalromanu zanra tiem, kas vélas sakt ar kaut
ko vieglaku, - kadu no Andra Kolberga detektivu romaniem
pec izveles, piemeram, ,Meklgjiet sievieti”, ,,Mendela
Davidsona briljanti”, ,,Sieviete melna”. Pérkamas Rigas
gramatnicas vai no ALAs Apgada.

7) Politika / vesture: ,,VVF” — politiska biografija par
Vairu Viki-Freibergu. Redaktors Pauls Raudseps, laikrak-
sta ,,Diena” izdevums 2008. gada. levada rakstits: ,,Ka lai-

kraksta ,,Diena” zurnalistiem mums astonu gadu garuma
bijusi gan privilégija novérot vinas spidosos brizus, gan
pienakums atklat un vertét tas reizes, kad vipai klimgjas.
Turklat stasts par Vairu Viki-Freibergu nav atraujams no
Latvijas nesenas vestures rezumé&juma.” Gramata pérkama
Rigas gramatnicas un no ALAs apgada.

Gramatas no ALAs Apgada pasttinamas no Daces Co-
peland: 5648 Susan Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49048. Sikaka
informacija ALAs majas lapa.

Aicinam gramatu lasitaju pulcinpus nosiitit zigu par
izlasTtajam gramatam, ka ar7 pievienot dalibnieku fotografi-
ju. Kas pirmie izlasTs visas gramatas?!

Gaidisim zinu!

Anita Bataraga
ALAs Izglittbas nozares vaditdja
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turp. no IpN.>21

argumentét, - ja nebltu bijis Ulmanis,
varbiit neblitu bijusi arT Latvijas Valsts.
Kapéc ta?

Latviju pasludinaja par neatkarigu val-
sti 18. novembrl, bet tikpat bitisks bija
1918.gada 17. novembris, kad vairakas
politiskas partijas apvienojas Tautas
padomé un vienbalsigi uzdeva Karlim
Ulmanim sastadit Latvijas pirmo pagaidu
valdibu. Tautas padome apstiprinaja pagai-
du valdibu 19. novembrT ar Karli Ulmani
ka ministru prezidentu. Péc tam Ulmanis
vadija vél divas pagaidu valdibas, lidz
notika tautas balso$ana, un ievélgja Sat-
versmes sapulci. ArT Satversmes sapulce
ceturto pagaidu valdibu ar Karli Ulmani
ka ministru prezidentu.

Ko paveica §Ts Cetras pagaidu valdibas
Karla Ulmana vadiba? Absoliiti visu,
lai dibinatu neatkarigu valsti. Atlaujos
lasttajiem atgadinat par Ulmana pagaidu
valdibas panakumiem. Pirma valdiba tika
sastadita, kad Riga faktiski vara piedercja
Vacu karaspekam. Jau 1918.gada 26.
novembrT tika panakts, ka vacu parvalde
nodod valsts vadibu Ulmana pagaidu
valdibai. Decembr1 tika veikts daudz
darba, meklgjot financialu un militaru
pabalstu jaunajai valstij, un tick dibinata
pirma 1sta latvieSu karaspeka dala. Rak-
stot par Ulmana valdibas sedi 1919.gada
1. janvari, vesturnieks E. Andersons lieto
Sos vardus: ,,Gandriz vai viens vins§ visu
laiku bija centies izveidot jauno valsti.
Latvija faktiski bija Ulmanis.”

Tomér pagaidu valdibai jaatstaj Rigu, jo
3. janvar to ienem koministu karaspeks.
Pagaidu valdiba atkapjas uz Liepaju. Ul-
manis no Liepajas izbrauca uz arzemém
meklét palidzibu. Vins§ atgriezas Latvija
1. marta, un 3. marta latvieSu karaspeks
kopa ar Landesvéru iet uzbrukuma pret
komunistiem. Vacu vieniba Liepaja 16.
aprili sariko apversumu pret Latvijas
pagaidu valdibu, un Ulmanis paglabjas
anglu misija un 1. maija parcelas uz sa-
biedroto kuga ,,Saratova”.

Ta 1919.gada pavasari Latvija bija tris
valdibas: sabiedroto atbalstita Ulmana
valdiba, vacieSu atbalstita Niedras
valdiba un Stuckas koministu valdiba.
Sekoja sarezgitas kaujas, kuru rezultata
komunistus izdzina no Rigas 22. maija,
bet 22. junija tika sakauts Landesveérs, un

vieniga noteic€ja miisu galvaspilséta.

released.

Snore.

the world.

daing o], please ontact the film disirbuioms
el fims

affical VD,

“The Soviet Story” — official multi-language DVD due March 2009

On March 24, 2008, the official DVD of the award winning documentary film The Soviet Story will be
The official IND will nclude sub-titles 132 languages, mduding: Czerch, Estonian, French, German,
Halan, Latvian, Lithwanian, Paish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Swedsh and Ukramnian

The DVI) will also ndude special additianal sepments as wel 25 an merview with the directyr Edvins

The DV will be mmilable in NTSC and PAL formmats sa that viewers in all couniries can see the fim.

The DV will be sold via wunw sovietsiory. mom [“Buy DAY ) which an send the VD to any cauniry in

In Riga, Latvia, the DV will be scil exdlusivety by the Occupatian Museum of Lstvia.

For the latest informatian on the fim, pease visk www sovieTstory.oom where you @an find upmoming
sereening dates and locations Tor the film {“Where 10 see the film™).

I you wish ta arrange a sccreening of the flm n your Oty (or knoear af someane who muld assst n

Tei: +1-517-402-7853

In www sovietsiory rom  JHow can | help”™, you can also make a domation ta help with the fim
distributian. Donors wha e 5250 or more will receive a limited edition signed capy of the new

Mease iry to get this film sareened in your diy and donate the new DVD to your
friendds so that everyone gets to learn about this important part of history!

hsOrs cam

wirrn. sovielsinry. cam

Brivibas cinas turpingjas, jo 1919.gada
8. oktobr1 Bermonta vaditais karaspeks
uzbruka Latvijas armijas dalam Rigas
virziena un driz ienéma Pardaugavu. Ar
16. oktobri ministru prezidents Ulmanis
parpem Kara ministra pienakumus, un
11. novembri bermontiesi tieck padziti no
Pardaugavas un pilnigi izdziti no Latvijas
1. decembri. Latgales atbrivoSana beidzas
velak — 1920. gada 1. februart ar pamieru
starp Latviju un Krieviju. Ulmanim ir
pieskirts Lacplesa kara ordenis.

Kad Ulmana ceturta pagaidu valdiba iz-
beidza savu darbibu 1921.gada 18. jlnija,
tad diplomatiskais kar$ ari bija uzvaréts,
jo ta gada 26. janvar Sabiedroto Augstaka
padome vienbalsigi atzist Latviju de iure.

Augsmingtie fakti paSi par sevi liecina
par Ulmana panakumiem Latvijas Valsts
dibinataja loma. ArT britu diplomats Her-
berts Grants Vatsons, kurs pazinis Ulmani

no Liepajas krizes laikiem, raksturojis Ul-
mani ka labu runataju, organizatoru, kurs
ir tapis par neatkaribas kustibas vadoni un
runasviru.

Ka zinams, Karlis Ulmanis tika nogalinats
Cekistu cietumos, un vina istena kapa vie-
ta, par spiti Latvijas vesturnieku puleém,
vel nav apzinata.

Latvijas neatkaribas 90. jubilejas gaisotne
grib&ju pieminét bijuSo ministru prezi-
dentu, Valsts prezidentu un politisko dar-
binieku ar labu vardu.

Juris Mezinskis
ALAs valdes priekssédis

34 | Number II, 2008-2009 « Latuian Dimensions



iy

™
& "ﬁ?‘!l"i

\.‘;\\
o

Kops 1994. gada Starptautiskas latvieSu jauno miuziku
nometnes- meistarkursi tiek rikoti katru otro gadu Latvija.
ALAs un PBLA Kultiiras fondi ilggadgji atbalsta jauno
miziku meistarkursus ar devigiem ziedojumiem macibu
materialiem, notim un ierakstiem, kas péc meistarkursiem
tiek nodoti Jazepa Vitola Latvijas Muzikas akadémijai un
miizikas vidusskolam Latvija. VIII Starptautiskajiem latviesu
jauno miiziku meistarkursiem Ogrée, Latvija, kas notika 2008.
gada 16.—25. julija, ALAs Kultaras fonds ziedoja $2 000.00,
un PBLA Kulturas fonds - $3 000.00.

Meistarkursu darba grupas — 30 pasniedz&ju un 72 dalibnieku
varda sirsnigi pateicos ALAs un PBLA Kultiiras fondiem par
liclo atbalstu! Jaunie dalibnieki parstavéja Latvijas Miizikas
akadémiju, Rigas Paidagogijas un izglitibas vadibas augst-
skolu, J. Medina un V. Darzina mizikas vidusskolu Riga,
ka arT Daugavpils, Césu, Jelgavas, Jirmalas, Liepajas un
Rézeknes miizikas vidusskolas.

No Latvijas puses Soreiz nozimigs atbalsts naca no Valsts
Kulttrkapitala fonda, Kultiiras ministrijas, Latvijas Mizikas
akadeémijas, Rigas LatvieSu biedribas, [IUMSIL, Ogres domes,
izdevniecibas Musica Baltica un citam iestadem. Latvijas
Radio Klasika sniedza dasnu informaciju par meistarkursu
norisi, ka arT parraidija intervijas un koncertus no Ogres
miizikas skolas katru meistarkursu dienu. Tris no meistarkursu
ieveérojamakajiem koncertiem bija ieskanu koncerts LatvieSu
biedribas Zelta zale, kas bija veltits komponista Talivalza
Keéninpa pieminai, koncerts Ogres miizikas skola, kas bija
veltits Klivlandes latviesu koncertapvienibas priekSnieces
un sabiedriskas darbinieces Dagnijas Strautnieks pieminai,
un pianistes Lienes Circenes koncerts Ogres miizikas skola.
Galvenie laikraksti Latvija sniedza plasu informaciju par
meistarkursu norisi. Meistarkursi noslédzas bez financiala
iztrikuma.

ALAs un PBLA Kultiiras fondi athalsta
Viii Starptautiskos latvieSu jauno miiziku meistarkursus Latvija

Macibspéku vidia bija 9 ieverojami latvieSu arzemju
makslinieki: meistarkursu direktore un &rgelu meistarklases
vaditaja Dr. Ingrida Gitberga no Bostonas, pianists Uga
Grants no Nujorkas, vijolniece Rasma Lielmane no Dienvid-
dakotas, Meksikas, mecosoprans Laila Salina no Konektiku-
tas, dirigente un komponiste Anita Kuprisa no Bostonas, alta
vijolniece Andra Darzina no Vacijas, vijolnieks Gunars Lars-
ens no Sveices (piedalijas pirmo reizi meistarkursos), dejotaja
Vija Vétra no Nujorkas un flautiste [lona Kudina no Bostonas,
kura 1994. gada piedalijas | Muzikas nometn€ Jaungulbené
ka dalibniece Edgara Karika vaditaja meistarklasg, bet Soreiz
vadija lekcijas par dzeza miizikas interpretaciju jaunam
flautas sudentem. S raksta rindu autore veica meistarkursu
makslinieciskas vaditajas pienakumus.

Arzemju latvie$u miziku piedali$anas meistarkursos
spelé nozimigu lomu kursu programma, jo sevis vaditajas
meistarklas€s un ikdienas sarunas arzemju latvieSu miiziki
sniedz dalibniekiem un macibspekiem veértigus ieskatus
par tematiem, kas skar latvieSu komponistu miiziku un to
interpretaciju, latviesu sabiedribu arpus Latvijas — tas vesturi
un kultiraliem notikumiem, iesp&jam macities arzemes,
jaunam macibu sfairam un mizikalam technikam.

VIII Starptautiskie latviesu jauno miziku meistarkursi ir
izskangjusi, bet jau tiek planoti IX meistarkursi Siguldas
Mizikas skola un Baltaja fligelu koncertzalé 2010. gada no
15. — 25. jalijam. IX meistarkursi atzimes 25 gadus, kops
pirmas latviesSu miizikas nometnes Mount Orforda 1985.
gada. Sirsnigs paldies ALAs un PBLA Kultiiras fondiem
un to atsaucigajiem atbalstitajiem par ziedojumiem latviesu
jaunajiem muzikiem!

Dace Aperane
Starptautisko latvieSu jauno miziku meistarkursu
makslinieciska vaditaja
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Ziemas “2x2” nometne Micigana
veiksmigi aizvadita

ALA atbalstija So nometni ar $3000 un ALAs Kultiiras fonds pieskira 32600 no
Redlicha testamentara novelejuma fonda. Stkaku informaciju par dalibnieku un
vaditaju piedzivoto varesit lasit nakamaja “Latvian Dimensions” numura
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