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Balllﬂ States Gommemorate llle 10th Anniversary of the

Ten years ago, on Jan. 16, 1998, President
Guntis Ulmanis of Latvia, President Algir-
das Brazauskas of Lithuania, President
Lennart Meri of Estonia and President Bill
Clinton of the United States signed the
Charter of Partnership atthe White House.
The Baltic States then were considered
newly - independent countries and often
called “former Soviet republics”. Their
leaders hoped the Charter will pave the
way to security and economic stability.

Today, three presidents of three “differ-
ent” Baltic Countries, now full-fledged
memhbers of the NATO and the European
Union, are honored at the New York Stock
Exchange.

Three Baltic presidents and U.S. president Clinton sign the partnership document

Please read the statements of the Baltic States’ presidents on the historic anniversary on PaJ8>3
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Latvian Folk Costumes on Display at Washington's Union Station

ﬂl!l K, LATYIIA

ALA travel programs “Sveika, Latvija! “, “Hello,
Latvia!” and “Heritage Latvia” had a busy summer.
Please find stories, pictures and memories from
these trips inside this issue.

Station’s West Hall (50 Mas-
sachusetts Ave., NE, Wash-
ington, DC, 20002), and was
open to the public 24 hours a
day, from Monday, October
22 through Saturday, Novem-
ber 10, 2007, and featured a
| unique collection of 35 folk
costumes representing all re-
gions of Latvia.

In celebration of the 85th anniversary
of the establishment of diplomatic re-
lations between Latvia and the United
States, the Embassy of Latvia, in co-
operation with the National Folk Cos-
tume Center ,,Sena klets” of Latvia,
organized an exhibition of Latvian
national folk costumes in Washington,
DC. The exhibit was held at Union

The “Sena Kl&ts” National
Folk Costume center of Riga,
Latvia houses an extensive collection
of Latvian national costumes. This
wide-ranging exhibit was an excel-
lent opportunity for Latvia to demon-
strate its rich cultural heritage to resi-
dents and visitors of Washington, DC.

continued on NAYE>Y
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25. janvarl ASV arlietu ministrija
Vasingtona (D.C.) notika stundu ilga
tikSanas un iepaziSanas ar jauno ASV
véstnieku Latvija Carlzu V. Larsonu.
Sarunas piedalijas vairaki Arlietu
ministrijas darbinieki, kuri sagatavo
véstnieku darbam Latvija, ALAs, US
Baltic Foundation, Apvienotas baltieSu
komitejas, Centre for Strategic and
International Studies, International
Republican Institute, Radio Free Eu-
rope/Radio Liberty, German Marshall
Fund un citu sabiedrisko organizaciju
parstaviji.

ALAs biroja vaditajs Raits Eglitis
Tsuma pastastija par Amerikas latviesu
apvienibu, tas nozaru darbu, mérkiem
un nozimi. Vin§ piemingja ar1 Lat-
vijas 50 gadu okupaciju, ka Krievi-
jas amatpersonas V&l aizvien nav
atvainojusas par So vesturisko fak-
tu, ka arT nepiecieSamibu cik vien
iesp&jams driz panakt, lai Latvijas
pavalstnieki varétu ASV iebraukt bez
vizas. V&stnieks atsaucigi izteicies
par kultiiras, sabiedrisko darbinieku

continued on NAYR > 6
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President Bush’s Statement on the 10th Anniversary of the US - Baltic Charter

January 16, 2008

I send greetings to those celebrating the 10th anniversary of the Charter of Partnership Among the United States and the Republics of
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.

A decade ago, the U.S.-Baltic Charter helped launch the Baltic states toward their goal of becoming full members of Europe and the
transatlantic community. By partnering together, our countries demonstrated our commitment to achieve an integrated Europe in
which the security and sovereignty of each nation would be realized.

In 2004, the NATO Alliance proudly welcomed Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania into the transatlantic community, based on a commit-
ment to freedom, security, justice, human rights, and free markets. Europe is now closer to being whole and free, and the success of
these nations gives hope and support to all those who seek to lift themselves from fear and oppression.

On this occasion, we appreciate the peoples of the Baltic states who endured tyranny and struggled for independence. They earned
their freedom through courage and perseverance, and today they stand with us as partners in this great alliance, contributing to our
common security.

Laura and I send our best wishes on this important anniversary. May God bless you.

George W. Bush

Joint Statements of the Presidents of The Baltic States on the 10th Anniversary of the US - Baltic Charter
January 16, 2008

Ina White House ceremony on January 16, 1998, the Presidents of the United States, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia signed the U.S.-Baltic Charter
of Partnership. Celebrating its 10th anniversary, we recall the document as a historic political landmark in the relations between our countries.

With this Charter we set up a framework for cooperation that has ultimately helped us achieve the strategic goal of stability and
security through NATO membership. It significantly enhanced U.S.-Baltic cooperation in political, security, and economic areas.

The partnership [based on common values and] continuously maintained between the United States of America and the Baltic States since
1922 is an intrinsic part of Baltic independence. The Charter was a consistent continuation of the U.S. policy of non-recognition of the force-
ful incorporation of the Baltic States into the Soviet Union as well as of political and practical support to the restoration of our independence.

The Charter also highlighted the moral and strategic imperatives of real, profound, and enduring American engagement in Europe, making
the Baltic States part of the irreplaceable transatlantic link that will always remain at the core of security and stability in Europe. Such
stability also assisted the Baltic States to become the fastest growing economies in the European Union, and the United States remains
among their most significant investors. We also do hope that the extension of the Visa Waiver Program to the proven friends of the
United States in Europe will further the spirit of modern partnership between our countries and fulfil the vision of transatlantic alliance.

With the accession of the Baltic States to NATO in 2004, immediately followed by their accession to the European Union, the
principal goals of the U.S.-Baltic Charter were accomplished. Nonetheless, the spirit of the U.S.-Baltic Charter lives on in the un-
changed commitment of our four nations to the shared values of liberty, democracy, human rights, and free market as well as in our
ongoing contribution to the NATO and U.S.-led coalition operations and reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan, Iraq, and the Balkans.

The Charter continues to give us inspiration and a strong sense of responsibility for helping and supporting those who choose to em-
bark on the path of democratic transformation and Euro-Atlantic integration. With this responsibility in mind, we support Ukraine,
Georgia, Moldova and other new democracies in their reform process and aspirations for future membership in the key institutions
of the Western democratic community. The historic NATO Summit in Riga also testifies to the fundamental changes on the continent.

We feel proud that the U.S.-Baltic Charter has served as a model in setting up an analogous U.S.-Adriatic Partnership. And
we look forward to the continued reform efforts of Albania, Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia with
a view to welcoming them to NATO in the very near future. Hopefully, the Charter may serve as a blueprint for a U.S.-
Black Sea partnership and possibly other regional partnerships to accomplish our shared vision of Europe whole and free.

Henrik Ilves - President of the Republic of Estonia Valdis Zatlers - President of the Republic of Latvia Valdas Adamkus - President of
the Republic of Lithuania
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Mainas PBLA valdes un Latvijas Brivibas fonda

parvaldes vadiba

Pasaules brivo latviesu
apvienibu (PBLA)
nakoSos divus kalendara
gadus (2008. un 2009.)
vadis Martin§ Sausins§
un vina vietnieks biis
Ints Rupners, bet Lat-
vijas Brivibas fonda
parvaldes priek$§séZa
darbu ir uznémies Janis
Lucs.

PBLA darbibas noteiku-
mi paredz, ka priekSséza
un prieks$séza vietnieka
velesanas notiek katru otro
gadu. PBLA seSpadsmit (16)
valdes locekli savu priekssédi un vina vietnieku izrauga no
sava vidus ar vienkarSu balsu vairakumu, balsojot aizklati.
Janim Kukainim nekandidgjot, uz priekSséza amatu Soruden
kandidgja lidzsingjais PBLA valdes priekSseza vietnieks,
LatvieSu nacionalas apvienibas Kanada (LNAK) priekssédis
Martins Sausins. M. Sausin$ sanéma PBLA valdes loceklu
parliecinosu atbalstu. Pirmo reizi PBLA pastaveésanas laika
par apvienibas priek$sedi ir ievelets trimda dzimis tautietis.
Martin$ Sausin$ dzimis 1947. gada G&teborga, Zviedrija,
kur sacis savas pirmas skolas gaitas. Tas turpinajis Min-
steres LatvieSu gimnazija, bet péc gimnazijas nobeigsanas
parcélies uz dzivi Kanada. Karltonas (Carleton) universitate
ieguvis bakalaura gradu, iestajies Kanadas armija, kur
diengjis kajniekos. Pec tam stradajis pie Kanadas federalas
valdibas dazadas kapacitatgs, bet pe¢deja nodarbosanas pirms
pensiongsanas 2006. gada M. Sausinam saistas ar Kanadas
pensiju sistémas moderniz&Sanu, ar sist€émas likumu un
gramatvedibas datorizaciju.

PBLA priekssédis Martins Sausins

M. Sausip$ aktivi darbojies Kanadas latvieSu sabiedriba,
dziedajis korT, stradajis Otavas latvieSu skola par skolotaju,
velak bijis tas parzinis. Bijis LNAK Izglitibas nozares
vaditajs, vadijis LNAK biroju Otava. 2002. gada ievelets
par LNAK prieksséza vietnieku, bet jau Cetrus (4) gadus
darbojas LNAK priekS§séza amata un divus gadus par PBLA
prieksséza vietnieku. M. Sausina kundze Lorraine ir francu/
kanadiesu izcelsmes, gimene - meita Katrine Valija un déls
Aleksandrs Janis.

Ints Rupners bijusais Latvijas Brivibas fonda (LBF) parvaldes
priekssedis, kandid&ja uz PBLA prieksséza vietnieka amatu
un ar vins sanéma PBLA valdes loceklu parliecinosu at-
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balstu. Ints Rupners dzimis Riga, pirmas krievu okupacijas
pedgjas dienas. Tevs palicis Kurzemé, legiona, bet Ints ar
mati izcelojis uz Vaciju, velak ASV, kur ieguvis augstako
izglitibu vesturé un politiskas zinatn€s. No z€na gadiem
piedalijies Latviesu skautu kustiba, bijis vaditajs un vienibas
prieksnieks. 1966. gada piedalijies BATUN dibinasana un
divdesmit (20) gadus bijis §Ts organizacijas valdes locek-
lis, seSus gadus bijis tas prezidents. Lidztekus darbojies
Patiesibas fonda valde, bet 1989. gada ievéléts Amerikas
latvieSu apvienibas (ALA) valdg ar uzdevumu izveidot jaunu
nozari - Sadarbiba ar Latviju. 1992. gada ievéléts par ALA
valdes priekssedi, septinus gadus bijis PBLA valdes loceklis,
bet no 2002. gada bijis Latvijas Brivibas fonda parvaldes
priekssédis. Precgjies ar Ilzi Egliti, gimeng divas pieaugusas
meitas — Mara un Indra, divi mazbeérni.

Latvijas Brivibas fonda parvaldes prieks$sedi izrauga LBF
padome, kas vienlaicigi ir art PBLA valde. LBF padomes
locekli §1 gada 12. novembrT apstiprinaja Jani Lucu par
LBF parvaldes priekssédi. LBF parvaldes priekssedis veic
fonda parvaldes darbu, Sobrid galvenokart tas saistas ar LBF
lidzeklu apsaimniekoSanu un parzinasanu.

J. Lucs dzimis Plavinas, 1938. gada. Augstako izglitibu
ieguvis Amerikas Tirdzniecibas flotes akadeémija, kur 1961.
gada sanémis bakalaura gradu inzenieru zinatnés. Stradajis
trisdesmit (30) gadus pie vienas no pasaules lielakajam
farmaceitiskam firmam, ienemot tur atbildigus postenus
ripniecibas iekartu un kompleksu planosana un veidosana, ka
arT citu projektu veiksana. VElak stradajis trispadsmit gadus
ka konsultants $aja pasa lauka pie mazakam firmam. Dar-
bojies Nubransvikas un Leikvudas latviesu ev. lut. draudzg,
bijis atbildigs par draudzes financialo darbibu vairak neka
20 gadus. ALA bijis finan¢u padomnieks, revizijas komisi-

Bijusais PBLA priekssédis Janis Kukainis un PBLA un LNAK priekssédis
Martins Sausins Apvienotas Baltiesu komitejas konferencé Vasingtona
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jas loceklis un biedru nozares vaditajs. Precgjies ar Dainu
Kanepu, profesionalu bibliotekari, gimeng divi pieaugusi
bérni — Laura un Janis.

PBLA valde ir pateiciga Janim Kukainim par vina energisko
un pasaizliedzigo darbu latviesu un Latvijas laba. Jana
Kukaina parlieciba allaz ir bijusi, ka ,katrs latvietis ir zelta
verts”, un tapec lielu dalu no sava miiza vigs ir veltijis latvieSu
nacionalpolitiskajam un sabiedriskajam darbam.

PBLA valde un LBF padome nové€l jaunajai vadibai
vislabakos panakumus, savu darbu uzsakot!

PBLA biroja zinojums

Bijusais ALAs Biedru nozares vaditajs Janis Lucs (foto pa kreisi)
no Nudzersijas spiez roku Intam Rupneram, parnemot Latvijas
Brivibas fonda vadibas grozus. Ints Rupners, kurs ir bijis gan
ALAs priekssédis, gan ari vadijis LBF, tagad uznémies palidzét
Martinam Sausinam vadit Pasaules brivo latviesu apvienibu.
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Latvian Folk CoStumes concinued from page 1

Former President of Latvia Vaira Vike-Freiberga and
Latvia’s Ambassador to the United States Andrejs Pildegov-
ics addressed over 200 guests at the opening of the exhibit
on October 23. Ms. Maruta Grasmane, Director of “Sena
Klets” of Riga, also spoke about the meaning of the Lat-
vian National Costume. The Washington, DC-area folklore
group “Sudrabavots” performed four Latvian folk songs.

The exhibit was made possible by the support of the the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia; Mr.
John Medveckis, Latvia’s Honorary Consul in Pennsylva-
nia; the Riga City Council; the Ventspils museum, Latvian
steel company ,,Liepajas metalurgs,” Rietumu banka, Dutko
Worldwide and honorary consuls of Latvia Mr. Karlis Stein-
manis of Ohio, Mr. Ahmet Oren of New York, and Mr. Ste-
phen Payne of Texas.

Embassy of Latvia

In the top photo: Members of the Latvian folk group “Sudrabavots” (Silver
Spring) perform during the opening ceremony of the exhibition.

In the bottom photo: Former Latvian president, Vaira Vike Freiberga, who gave
the keynote speech at the ceremony, grants and interview to a TV reporter:
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ASV vestnieks . no 2. ipp

un skolotaju apmainu un solijies ligt konsularajiem dar-
biniekiem neliegt vizu personam, kuram ir ALAs v&stule
ar aicinajumu piedalities kada pasakuma ASV. Véstnieks
atstaja stingra un noteikta cilvéka iespaidu, Skita uzmanigs
klausitajs. Protams, sakot darbu svesa zemé, vinam vél daudz
kas jaapgiist, bet radas prieksstats, ka jaunais vestnieks gatavs
to darft.

Carlzs Larsonu ASV véstnieka amatam Latvija ieteica ASV
prezidents DZordzs Buss, un vina kandidattiru apstiprinajis
ASV Senits. Oficiali C. Larsons kluva par ASV véstnieku
Latvija 7. janvari, kad notika sviniga zv@resta ceremonijas.
Pec tas Larsons sacija, ka vina galvenais uzdevums biis
turpinat stiprinat Latvijas un ASV attiecibas, gadat par tech-
nisku palidzibu Latvijas demokratijas attistiba un palidzet
amerikanu uznémejiem, kuri iegulda Latvija.

Jaunais véstnieks darbu Latvija saka 11. februari, un vipam
lidzi dosies dzivesbiedre Dzenifera un abi déli — divarpus
gadus vecais Vils un desmit ménes$u vecais Dzons-Henrijs.
ASYV véstnieks Latvija C. Larsons biis vismaz lidz DZzodza
Busa valdibas darbibas beigam 2009. gada janvari.

C. Larsonam ir 39 gadi, 1992. gada vin3 absolvéja Aijovas
universitati ar bakalaura gradu ekonomika, 1966. gada iegu-
vis doktora gradu jurisprudenc€. Vins ir Republikanu partijas
biedrs, no 2003. Iidz 2006. gadam bija Aiovas pavalsts Senata
loceklis. Vins ir partneris sabiedrisko attiecibu kompanija Lin-
coln Strategies Group, ka arT advokats ASV armijas rezervju
militaraja tiesa. C. Larsonam ir majora dienesta pakape, vins
diengjis Iraka. Vairak neka 50 lidojumos ar hélikopteri CH-47
Chinook vins piegadaja ASV vienibam Iraka municiju, ar1
kauju laika Falludza. Vip$ savacis informaciju un rediggjis
gramatu Heroes Among Us, kura aprakstiti 20 terrorisma
apkarotaji. Gramatu iespieSanai sagatavo apgads Penguin
Publishing Group, ta naks klaja visa drizuma.

Grupa Aijovas pavalsts latviesu satika jauno véstnieku pirmdien, 28.
Janvara ritd uz brokastim un uzdavindja vinam gramatu “Latvia, the
Land we Love”

C. Larsons nodibinaja Irakas kara atbalstugrupu “Apvienotas
gimenes”. Ta apmaksajusi televizijas reklamas, kuras
skaidrots, ka militarie speki Iraka karo ar personam, kuras
atbildigas par 2001. gada 11. septembra terrora aktiem
Nujorka. C. Larsons dibinajis arf humanas palidzibas grupu
“Irakas ceriba”, kas savakusi aptuveni 100 000 ASV dolaru
Irakas skolu atbalstam. 2003. gada Larsons kluva par “Busa
reindZeru” — §adu nosaukumu pieskira cilvekiem, kuri ASV
prezidenta Busa parvélesanas kampanai ziedoja vismaz
200 000 ASV dolaru.
Astra Moora

Charles W. Larson - the U.S. Ambassador to Latvia

From 2003 to 2007, the newly =
appointed U.S. Ambassador
to Latvia Charles W. Larson
served as an Iowa Senator.
From 1993-2001, he was a
member of the lowa House.
He chaired the Judiciary |
Committee. He also chaired
the Iowa House Economic
Development Committee.

Mr. Larson is a founding partner of Lincoln Strategies Group
of West Des Moines, lowa, a full-service public affairs firm
with special emphasis in grassroots mobilization, earned
media and strategic communications

As amajor in the US Army Reserves, Chuck served for a year
in Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom and was awarded the
Bronze Star for meritorious service in combat and the Combat
Action Badge. , Chuck flew over fifty combat missions as
a CH-47 “Chinook” helicopter door gunner. As a result of
this combat tour, he gathered information and edited a book,
“Heroes Among Us”, which profiles 29 heroes from the War
on Terrorism. It is scheduled for release in January, 2008 by
Penguin Publishing Group.

Mr. Larson prosecuted as an assistant county attorney in Jones
County, lowa from 1997 to 1999. He was then named General
Counsel for the ESCO Group, Marion, IA — a technology
services firm with more than 250 employees. He served in
this capacity until 2006. He was also Chairman of the lowa
Republican Party from 2001-2005.

Chuck is a 1992 graduate of the University of [owa, where he
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics. He gradu-
ated with honors and distinction and is a member of the Phi
Beta Kappa honors society. He received his Juris Doctorate
degree with distinction in 1996 from the University College
of Law. His wife, Jennifer and their two sons, Will and John-
Henry will accompany the ambassador to Riga.
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ALA pieskir Atzinthas rakstus par ieguldijumu sabiedriskaja darba
34 ASV latvieSiem

Amerikas latviesu apvieniba ik gadu pieskir Atzinibas rakstus. Tos pazino un izdala viet€jos 18. novembra aktos,
sanéméjiem ieprieks nepazinojot. ALAs atzinibas raksti ir dzila pateiciba un godinajums par izcilu, ilggad&ju sabiedrisku
darbu vai arf par latviesiem nozimigu radosu darbu. Sogad ALAs Atzinibas rakstus sanéma trisdesmit Getri latviesi ASV.
Vinu kopéjie talanti un neatlaidigais darbs misu tautai par labu bagatina misu sabiedribu. Sirsnigs paldies viniem!

2007. gada ALAs Atzinibas raksti pieskirti:

M=

&

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

26.
27.

28.

29.

DZemam Apsitim par Ipasiem sasniegumiem ilggadgja un daudzpusiga darba Vasingtonas pavalsts latviesu saime.
Janim Apsitim par Tpasiem sasniegumiem ilggadgja un daudzpusiga darba Grandrapidu latvieSu saime.

Ivetai Asonei par pasSiem sasniegumiem latviesu jaunieSu audzinaSana un latviesu tautas deju mantojuma
kopsana.

Janim Austrumam par Tpasiem sasniegumiem latvieSu jaunieSu izglitiba un latvieSu kulttiras veidoSana un
kops$ana trimda.

Edvinam Auzenbergam par Tpasiem sasniegumiem daudzpusiga vadosa darba Klivlandes latviesu sabiedriba.
Gunaram Bérzipam par TpaSiem sasniegumiem Bukskauntijas un Filadelfijas sabiedriskas dzives organizéSana
un vadiba, darba ALBF un ilggadgji atbalstot latviesu jaunatni.

Ivaram Bukam par IpaSiem sasniegumiem latviesu kultiiras kopsana Bostona.

Ingridai Davis par ipaSiem sasniegumiem latvieSu kulttiras kuplinasana, seviski ar illustrativiem materialiem.
Ivaram Galinam par Ipasiem sasniegumiem ilggad&ja darba Latviska mantojuma fonda un daudzpusiga darba
Bostonas latvieSu sabiedriba.

Janim Gedrovicam par TpaSiem sasniegumiem latviesu kultiiras dzives kopSana.

Dzintrai Grislei par paSiem sasniegumiem Oklandes draudzes darba un palidzibas darba Latvija.

Jogitai Jurevskai par Tpasiem sasniegumiem ilggadgja sabiedriska darba Ziemelkalifornija un latviskas izglitibas
un kultiiras atbalsta.

Gunai Kalmitei-Skujinai par pasSiem sasniegumiem latvieSu korT un latvieSu kultiiras dzives kopSana Minesota.
Elmaram Kalnaraupam par IpaSiem sasniegumiem Grandrapidu Daugavas Vanagu apvieniba, Biedriba un
Grandrapidu ev. lut. draudzg.

Gunaram Kancam par TpaSiem sasniegumiem ilggadiga un vispusiga Indianapoles sabiedriskas dzives
organizg€$ana un vadiba.

Vijai Karklinai par 1pasiem sasniegumiem latviesu kultiras veido$ana un kopsana trimda.

Vilnim Kubulinam par pasSiem sasniegumiem ilggadgja sabiedriskaja darba Klivlande.

Maijai Mednei par Tpasiem sasniegumiem latviesu kultiras dzives kops$ana un ilggad€ja un vispusiga darba Fil-
adelfijas latvieSu saimé.

Annai Ozolinai par Tpasiem sasniegumiem ilggad&ja darba Mineapoles-St. Paulas ev. lut. draudzg.

Leonijai Petraskai par pasiem sasniegumiem ilggadgja sabiedriska darba Omaha.

Meétrai Pétersonei par ipasiem sasniegumiem ilggad€ja darba Vasingtonas draudze un plasakas latviesu
sabiedribas laba.

Alfrédam Purénam par IpaSiem sasniegumiem palidzibas darba Latvijas attistibas laba, seviski Rigas techniskai
kolledzai (RTK).

Erikam Reinekam par TpaSiem sasniegumiem daudzpusiga darba Klivlandes latvie$u saimé.

Aivaram Savelim par TpaSiem sasniegumiem latviesSu kultiras dzives kop$ana Ziemelkalifornija.

Liicijai Salzemniecei par paSiem sasniegumiem ilggadiga un pasaizliedziga darba Grandrapidu latviesu katolu
draudzg.

Aldim Simsonam par Tpasiem sasniegumiem ilggadiga darba Ziemelkalifornijas latvieSu biedriba.

Janim Skujinam par Tpasiem sasniegumiem latviesu kultiiras pasakumu rosinasana, jaunatnes atbalsta, teatrT un
muzika.

Birutai Svikei par Tpasiem sasniegumiem ilggadiga darba Mineapoles-St. Paulas ev. lut. draudz€ un apripes
lauka.

Skaidritei Stolcerei par ipasiem sasniegumiem ilggadgja un vispusiga sabiedriska darba Minesotas latviesu
saime.
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30. Veltai Sulcai par ipadiem sasniegumiem latvie$u jauniesu izglitiba un sabiedriska darba Klivlandes latviesu
saime.

31. Antrai Zarinai Thrasher par Tpasiem sasniegumiem ilggadgja darba Latviska mantojuma fonda un Bostonas
Trimdas draudze.

32. Paulinei Zadvinskis par tpaSiem sasniegumiem ilggad€ja un pasaizliedziga darba Grandrapidu latviesu katolu
draudze.

33. Edgaram Zarinam par 1pasiem sasniegumiem ilggadgeja darba Svéta Pavila latviesu ev. lut. draudz€ Detroita.

34. Ligai Zemesarajai par 1paSiem sasniegumiem, darbojoties Klivlandes Daugavas Vanagu apvieniba un Klivlandes
latvieSu sabiedriba.

Sarma Muizniece Liepina
ALAs Kultiiras nozares vaditaja

g ALAs Kultiiras fonda pieSkirumi 2007. gada

ALAs Kultiiras fonda valdes varda sirsnigi pateicos organizacijam, draudze€m un katram individualam ziedotajam par
devigo financialo atbalstu ALAs Kulttiras fonda darbam. Pateicoties jusu parliecibai, ka kop&jiem spekiem varam visefektivak
atbalstit latvieSu kulttras vertibu veicinasanu un saglabasanu, 2007. gada ALAs Kultiiras fonds pieskira $44 040 divdesmit
projektiem un vienai goda balvai.

Komponista Aleksanda Okolo-Kulaka pieminas fonds Sogad pieskir $4 000 goda balvu muizikologam un komponistam
profesoram Olgertam Gravitim par miiza ieguldijumu latvieSu mizikas p&tnieciba, kompon&$ana un paidagogijas darba, un
fonds financiali atbalsta daJu no ASV rietumkrasta komponistes Lolitas Ritmanes dziesmu spéles Veéstule no Losas. Edgara
Stinas pieminas fonds Sogad atbalsta divus projektus: Latvju Miizikas redaktora Roberta Zuikas un macitaja Leona Viksnes
gramatu Ligsnas skolu jaunatnei un Aizkraukles Vestures un makslas miizeja galvenas specialistes Lilijas Jakubenokas
popularzinatnisku gramatu par latvieSu mitologiju: Pérkonam cirvis, Velnam pods, Gard pupa tris pasaulés aug. Patei-
coties Augusta Redlicha pagajusa gada testamentaram novélgjumam, ALAs Kultiiras fondam arT Sogad vairaki projekti ir
vina novélgjuma auglu sanemeji.

ALAs Kulttiras fonds darbojas Amerikas latvieSu apvienibas pasparné kops 1951. gada. ALAs Kultiiras fonda
prezidija ir ALAs Kulttras fonda priekssédis, ko ievél ALAs kongress, un vina vietnieki: LatvieSu institiita vaditajs Arvids
Blodnieks, ALAs Izglitibas nozares vaditaja Inara Jansone, ALAs valdes loceklis Juris Mezinskis un ALAs padomnieks
Talivaldis Berzins.

ALAs Kultiiras fonda pieSkirumi 2007. gada:

Liicijas Gariitas un Olivje Mesiana klaviermiizikas kompaktdiska ieskanoSanai un izdoSanai ($1800)

Dailes teatra viesturnejai Ziemelamerika ar J. Jurkana komédiju Dzivite, dzivite ($2250)

Rakstu krajuma kultiirai un brivai domai Jaundas Gaitas izdo$anas izdevumiem ($2000)

Stikla Balss: ASV — Latvija. Stikla maksliniecem Diuidinai un Auderei izmainas programma Rochester Insti-

tute of Technolgy un seminaram latvieSiem ($1500)

Zentas Maurinas Eiropas kultiiras dialoga konkursa balvam ($500)

LatvieSu dzejas Saskandinot ierakstam kompatktiska Lailas Salinas ieskanojuma ($1600)

LatvieSu jaunatnes seminaram 2x2 2008. gada Micigana ($2600)

ALAIDD (Amerikas latviesu apvienibas dokumentacijas datu bazei) talku organizéSanai ASV latvieSu centros

($2000)

9. Miuzejam un pétniecibas centram “Latviesi pasaule”. Seklas nauda darba grupas administrativiem izdevumiem
($2800)

10. VIII Starptautiskajiem latviesu jauno miiziku meistarkursiem Ogré 2008. gada ($2000)

11. Gramatai Ligsnas skolu jaunatnei ($2000 no Stinas fonda)

12. Miziku Medna un Kina koncertu tiirei pa ASV ($2200)

L=
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13. Hotel Paradiso. Originalai vienc€liena komédijai Ventiiras LatvieSu dziesmu svétkos ($3000)

14. Jaunai dziesmu spglei Vestule no Losas. ($4000,; $3500 no komponista Okolo-Kulaka pieminas fonda)

15. Nujorkas/Bruklinas jaundibinatai “Mazulu skolai”. S€klas nauda ($750)

16. Latvijas mazpulkiem avizites Mazpulks izdoSanai ($2000)

17. L. Jakubenokas popularzinatniskai gramatai par latvieSu mitologiju ($1500 no E. Siinas fonda)

18. Auces latviesu biedribas Krizes centram “Namins” maznodrosinato b&rnu ekskursijam uz kulttiraliem
pasakumiem ($540)

19. Pasaules latvieSu makslas savienibas izstadei Diasporas maksla atgriezas ASV makslinieku darbu siitiSanas
izdevumiem uz Valmieru ($2000)

20. Indianapoles Latvie$u dziesmu svétku kopkora koncerta programmai ($3000)

Edgara Stinas pieminas fonds:

Litgsnas skolu jaunatnei. Par R. Zuikas un mac. L. Viksnes gramatu Janis MezZaks raksta: “Starp ikdienas liigsanam
atrodamas ari, kas domdtas ipasam atceres dienam, piem., 18. novembrim, macibu gada sakumam, aizvesto pieminai...
Daudzu ligsnu uzrunas citetas miisu rakstnieku Brigaderes, Bardas, Blaumana, Skalbes, Poruka vai tautas dziesmu rin-
das.” ST gramata biis vértiga ne tikai Latvija, bet arf masu trimdas latvie$u skolas, lai skolu parzines, vai kads macibspéks
vai vecaks var bez macitaja klatbiitnes skolas dienas sakuma ar gramatas ierosindjumiem “palidzét jauniesiem ieaugt labos
tikumos, kas pastavejusi misu tautd diends, baltdas, nebaltas.” ($2000) .

Pérkonam cirvis, Velnam pods, Gard pupa trijas pasaulés aug : Popularzinatniska gramata par latvieSu mitologiju.
Aizkraukles Véstures un makslas miizeja galvena specialiste Lilija Jakubenoka ir uzrakstijusi bagatigi illustrétu gramatu,
kas plasu lasitaju loku iepazistinas ar vél nepublicétiem folkloras, etnografijas un archeologijas materialiem (gan tadiem, kas
glabajas Latvijas miizeju kratuves, gan tadiem, kas giiti vinas vaditas ekspedicijas.) Materialas un nematerialas kulttiras saistiba
senlatvieSu dzive tiek apskatita gan no prakstiska, archeologiska skatijuma, gan no mitologijas perspektivas. ($1500)

Komponista Aleksandra Okolo-Kulaka pieminas fonds:

Vestule no Losas : jauna dziesmu spele. Ir sadarbojusies atkal pieci no rietumkrasta radosajiem spékiem, lai raditu jauno
dziesmu spéli Ventiiras Dziesmu svétkiem un, iesp&jams, vélak izradém Nacionalaja teatrt Latvija. Libretu ir uzrakstijis
Andris Ritmanis. Stasta veidosana piedalijas Andra Stasko, Lolita, Brigita un Asja Ritmanes. Miiziku komponé Lolita un
Brigita Ritmanes. Izrades tema ir loti laikmetiga. Isuma: Meitene no Latvijas ierodas uz gadu ka izmainas studente LA
un tiek ievietota latvieSu gimenég, kura ir dal&ji aizgajusi no latvieSu vides. Tiek risinati dazadi konflikti un jautajumi par
latvietibu. Netriikst arT jautribas un vieglaku noskanu ainas. Izradg iesaistiti daudzi jauniesi. Armands Birkens atsauksmes
vestule raksta:” lesaistisim un atbalstisim visas paaudzes, ipasi jauniesus! Ir prieks dalibniekiem piedalities kvalitativos
prieksnesumos, un ir prieks skatitajiem tos baudit!...Darisim visu, lai talantigie Ritmani biitu spéjigi uzvest savu dziesmu
speli visaugstakaja liment, un dosim miisu aktieriem un dziedoniem iespeju piedalities un paradit savus talantus!” ($3500
no $4000 KF pieskirums ir no A. Okolo —Kulaka fonda)

$4000 Aleksandra Okolo-Kulaka pieminas fonda goda balva pieskirta profesoram Olgertam Gravitim par muza
ieguldijumu latvie$u mizikas p&tnieciba un kompong&$ana un par ilggadgjo, izcilo mizikologijas skolotdja darbu. Profesora
Gravisa veseliga pieeja, neskirojot latvieSu miizikus pa Trimdas un Latvijas plauktiniem, daliSanas vieta skatoties uz viniem
un vinu darbiem globala konteksta, ir priekSzimiga.

Stkaku informaciju var iegiit un ziedojumus ALAs Kultiiras fondam nosttit, rakstot ALAs birojam: ALAs Kultiiras
fonds, 400 Hurley Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850.

2008. gada projektu pieteikumu veidlapas var izdrukat no ALAs majas lapas www.alausa.org. Jauni projekti ir
japiesaka lidz 2008. gada 1. augustam.

Sirsnigi pateicos par atbalstu!
Sarma MuiZniece Liepina

ALAs Kultiiras fonda prieksniece
ALAs Kultiiras nozares vaditaja
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- Pateicamies visiem un ikvienam, kas ziedojusi
ZlEDUl“Ml ALAI Soziem , athalstot ALAs centienus uzturet latvieSu
sahiedribu ASY, ka a1 palidzet Latvijai!

Virs $300 000 Ievas Grundmanes testamentarais novelejums

No 34 000 lrdz $15 000 Dr. Aina Galéja, Dr. Arturs Grava, The Lubrizol Foundation, Sunna Miller — Paulines
un Gunara Kemanu pieminas fondam

No $800 Iidz $3 000 Sandra un Uldis Sipoli, Gunta Eglite — Ernesta Elmuta pieminai no radiem un drau-
giem, Rita un Juris Petri¢eki, Daina un Janis Luci, Aina Pamovskis, Janis Vinters,
Inara un Eriks Kriimini, Heléna Lapins — vira pieminai, Maija un Talivaldis Paegles,
Alfréds Rozentals, Oregonas latvieSu ev. lut. draudze, Klivlandes latviesu biedriba,
Oregonas latvieSu biedriba

No $250 Iidz $700 Arturs Neparts, Dagnija un Andris Laci, Anda un Karlis Steinmani, Silvija Udris,
Brigita Balaram, Maruta un Dr. Leonids Raterman, Janis M. Riekstins, Vincents
Dindzans, Vija Lincis, Laura un Andrew Ozolins$, Gunta un Janis Gigas, Edgars
Berzins, Martins M. Pocs, Justs Karlsons, Harijs Hunters, Aija Thacher, Uldis Palde,
Mara Sproge Hopps, Vera un Ilmars Dambergi, Milda Vitola, Leo Zarins, Ausma
Vilcins, Arvids G. Norins, Vaira un Viesturs Paegles, John Ferlins, Ruta Dexter, Edite
un Herberts Eversi, Beatrise un Edvins Rasumi, Janis Stiebrs, Dr. Eduards Ziedins,
Ruta Praulins, Dace Blaumane un Janis Gramatins, Milvoku latviesu ev. lut. Sv.
Trisvienibas draudze, NudZersijas latvieSu kreditsabiedriba, Mineapoles/St. Paulas
latvieSu draudzes Damu saime, Heritage Montgomery

A% Celsimun sargasim latvju tautu, vaisti un kultiiru!

Nosiitu ¢eku vai atvelu atskaitit atzimeto summu no manas kreditkartes

vards Ceks$ __
e e [ Jvisa [_IMASTERCARD
_________________ c¢ARD# __
Tel Exp.date __

Ceks rakstams ALAs varda un nositams Amerikas latvieSu
apvienibai, 400 Hurley Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850. Signature
%

Ziedojumi ALAi ir atvelkami valsts nodoklus aprekinot.

Paldies arfvisiem ALAS Ludzu athalstiet ALA ar Combined
athalstitajiem, federal Campaign/United Way
Kkas ziedojuSi summas, starpniecibu - ALAsS CFC jaunais
mazakas par $250! numurs ir 10205
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Pateicamies par Jusu uztictbu un atbhalstu ALAj,
klustot par jaunu biedru vai paaugstinot savu hiedra pakapi!

‘(l') » t & » l »
366. Tija Alda Sipols, Sparta, NJ
367. Johans Eviks Bars, Sparta, NJ
368. Magnuss Gustavs Bars, Sparta, NJ
369. Leons Liepa, Avon, IN
370. Maija Paegle, Dana Point, CA
371. Milda Strauss, San Francisco, CA
372. Anna Ozolins, Bloomington, MN
373. Janis Bolsteins, Damascus, MD
374. Dr. Bertrams Zarins, Boston, MA
375. Aija Blumfelds, New Hyde Park, NY
376. Arturs Grava, Mayfield Hts, OH
377. Ausma Grava, Mayfield, OH
378. Peéteris Staks, Salt Lake City, UT
379. Ansis Vilcins, Fargo, ND
380. Maris Selga, Washington, DC

Apsveicam ALAs organizacijas, kas paaugstinajuSas savu biedra
pakapi: Dzintara biedru organizacija Nr.2 —
Daugavas Vanagu apvieniba Dienvidkalifornija
Zelta miza biedru organizacija Nr.2 — Amerikas latviesu
tautiska savieniba (ALTS)
Muza biedru organizacija Nr. 81 — Latviesu organizaciju
apvieniba Minesota (LOAM)

biedra pakapi ilggadejajam ALAs parstavim Apvienotaja BaltieSu
komiteja Janim BolSteinam par ieguldijumu latviesu politiskaja
darba un Latvijas vestniecibas VasSingtond vaditaja vietniekam
Marim Selgam par lielisku sadarbibu ar ALA. (skat. 27.lpp)

lelta muza hiedri

1653. Dr. Juris Terauds, Olivenhain, CA

1654. Dzintars Rudzitis, Fremont, CA

1655. Arija Babans, Wheaton, IL

1656. Zile Dumpis, Santa Barbara, CA

1657. Guna Munters-Nielsen, Rensselaerville, NY
1658. Inara Apinis, McLean, VA

1659. Dr. Ilze Stalis, San Diego, CA

1660. Ivars Lavins, Methuen, MA

1661. Ilma Briska, Irvine, CA

M va I'-Edr-

6740. Ilze Paulins, Northbrook, IL

6741. Arvey Z. Steinbergs, Sunnyvale, CA
6742. Ivars Stolcers, Palmer, AK

6743. Janis Ruvalds, Charlottesville, VA
6744. Kristine Z. Anstrats-King, Chicago, IL
6745. Aina Ciekurs, New Providence, NJ
6746. Kristaps Markus Dale, Hinsdale, IL
6747. Visvaldis Klasons, Timonium, MD
6748. Gertriide Daly, Plymouth, M1

6749. Biruta Bibelnieks, Bronx, NY
6750. Emilija Sulcs, Willimantic, CT
6751. Gunars Znotins, Puyallup, WA
6752. Arvids Zagars, Northbrook, IL
6753. Laris Kreslins, Philadelphia, PA
6754. Gunars Brivelis, Saint Paul, MN

Paldies arivisiem miisu uzticamajiem Gada biedriem!

I I
e AN Esvelos atbalsm ALAs darbu, Kiistot par biedru $ad3 pakape: |
| L 4 [ ] Gada biedrs $30 [_] Miiza biedrs $300 [ ] Zelta Miza biedrs $800 [ | Dzintara biedrs $2,000 |
I E Pensionariem  $20 Iespejams nomaksat gada laika Iespejams nomaksat tris gadu laika Iesp&jams nomaksat piecu gadu laiki I
I 5 I
— Vards
s " ——————— |
| > Adrese |
| »n  ——_————— —— E-pasts  _ _ _ _ I
&
NN - @ ——— """ " - - - T T - —-—— - I
| ,E Tel. Dzim$anas gads: __ __ __ __ Ceks$ _ [
] I
1= [ IVISA [[] MASTERCARD  CARD # |
: E Exp.date Signature :
- e e———— e
[~ 9
I o Vieteja organizacija, ar kuras starpniecibu vélaties biit ALAs biedrs/-e: I
' &2 I
_—  —

I I
I E Lidzu, izvelieties biedra pakapi, izgrieziet o veidlapu un kopa ar ALAs varda rakstitu ¢eku vai naudas parvedumu nosiitiet uz American Latvian I
= Association, 400 Hurley Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850-3121. Ja Jus jau esat ALAs biedrs kada pakapg, tad varat sasniegt augstaku biedra pakapi,
| piemaksajot starpibu starp Jiisu iemaksato summu un nakamo pakapi. ALAs biedru maksas ir atvelkamas, aprékinot valsts nodoklus. |
| MES PATEICAMIES PAR JUSU ATBALSTU - TAS PALIDZES MUMS STIPRINAT LATVIESU SAITES ASU UN VEICINAS SADARBIBU AR LATVLIU. |

L %_
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VISI CELI VED UZ RIGU!

ALAs “Sveika, Latvija!” programmai jau 18. brauciens

Visi celi tiesam ved uz Rigu! Turklat
- divas nedglas visi celi ved arT pa Lat-
viju! Ta tas bija miisu ALAs rikotaja
Sveika, Latvija!” celojuma jaunieSiem,
kuri ar vislielako prieku augusta méroja
celuuz Latvijuno ASV un Kanadas, un
pirmo reizi ,,Sveika, Latvija!” veésturé
—no Australijas! Riga, visiem satieko-
ties viesnica, valdija satraukums — kur
brauksim, ko redzgsim, ko piedzivosim
un ar ko sadraudzesimies?

Pirmas dienas celi ved pa Vecrigu, kas
nemaz tik sveSa jaunieSiem nebija.
Uzbraucot P&tera baznicas torni, mums
atklajas briniskigs skats uz Rigu.
Dzirdam jauniesus iesaucoties: ,,go
€ku, So pieminekli atceros no vestures
gramatam! ”’

Kluss svinigums miis parnem Bralu
kapu aleja, kas ved pie misu tautas
varogiem. Un atkal jaunie$i atminas
Latvijas vestures stundas latvieSu
skola.

Atvadijusies no Rigas, dodamies
uz Allaziem apskatit Joshua Hess
vectéva kokapstrades uznémumu.
Daziem par lielu brinumu redz&jam, ka
koks péc nozagesanas tiek apstradats
blivmateriala.

Sigulda Sovasar svin apalu jubileju
— 800 gadi pagajusi kops Sigulda
dibinata. Notiek makslas izstades,
koncerti, dejoSana. Mums laimgjas,
ka misu cels ved tiesi $aja laika caur
Siguldu, lai pasi izjustu vesturi un
sencu garu. Velak, braucot ar plostiem
pa Gauju, dziedajam latvieSu dziesmas,
bijam jautri un izbaudijam skaisto dabu
Gaujas Iicos.

Gleznaina ir Vidzeme pie Césim, kur
Livonijas sirds pukst Césu pilsdrupas.
So senatnibu katrs dalibnieks izjiit v&l
dzilak, viesojoties pie rotkala Dauman-

ta Kalnina. Meitenes uzlaiko senu
latviesu tautas t€rpu ar smagam rotam,
greznojas un fotograf€jas pils séta.

Septinus kilometrus no C&sim pie
AraiSiem iepazistamies ar vienreiz&ju
archeologisku atklajumu un
atdarinajumu — 8. gadsimtena seno
latgalu ,,ezerpili”, kas darinata ta, ka
ta izskatijas pirms gadsimtiem, pirms ta
,»hogrimusi” gadsimtenu tumsa AraiSu
ezera dinas.

Talak - uz Karla Skalbes vasaras maju
wSaulrieti”, kur masu dalibnieks no Ka-
lifornijas Joshua Hess miis iepriecina,
spelgjot Skalbes klavieres. Tad brau-
cam uz Blaumana ,,Brakiem”, un tur
ir pavisam cita, senatnigaka sajita
— tumsakas istabas, zemaki griesti,
mazaki logi —,,Saulrieti” salidzinajuma
liekas loti gaiSi un moderni. Cel$
mis talak ved uz Gaizinkalnu, no kura
redzam skaistos Vidzemes augstienes
plasumus.

No Gaizinkalna celS ved uz Gulbeni,
kur brauciens ar mazbantiti ir jautrs un
parsteigumu pilns. Baniti mums uzbriik
,laupitaji”, satver mis glista un aizved
uz vinu sléptuvi. Tur visi piedalijas

jautras rotalas un sacensibas, un miis
ar1 paédinaja. ,,Laupitaji” nemaz tik
launi nebija!

Cels uz Latgali pieved pie Dricanu
vidusskolas, kur skoléni un skolotaji
mis sagaida ar Ipasi mums saga-
tavotu programmu, sporta nodarbibam,
uzjautrino$am spé&lém un lielisku
launagu. P&c launaga dodamies uz
Aglonu apskatit Aglonas baziliku un
piedalities svecisu gajiena kopa ar
vel 20 000 cilvekiem. Tas bija liels
garigs piedzivojums, kur katrs vargja
sev1 ieskatities, pardomat savu iz-
celsmi un ticibu un pateikties par savu
labklajibu.

Nakamaja diena ,,baltais” cel§ mis
aizveda pie Latgales keramika Antona
Uspela, kur§ mums paradija, ka dvésele
izpauzas mala, kad cilvéks ar Tpasu
talantu to izveido skaistos keramikas
darbos.

Latvijas dabas dazadiba un skaistums
paveras, braucot pa celu, kas ved no
Jekabpils gar Koknesi uz Lielvardi un
tad talak uz Zemgales l[idzenumiem, kur
pacelas grezna pils — Rundale.

“Sveika, Latvija!” - XVIII brauciena dalibnieki Dainu kalna Sigulda
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Mazbaniti no Gulbenes uz Stamerienu

T&rvete ciemojamies Annas Brigaderes
majas ,,Spridisi”. No majam ejam
pa meza taku pie Brigaderes pasaku
teliem, kas koka veidoti dzivo meza
silos. Miis uzruna arT labsirdiga ragana
un ciena ar uzkodam.

Kuldiga iepazinamies ar Kuldigas
centra vidusskolas skoléniem un
skolotajam. Gajam rotalas un dejojam
ar folkloristiem no Kuravas studijas
Kuldiga. Cels Kuldiga veda pari skais-
tam vecam tiltam, no kurienes pavéras
skats uz slaveno Ventas rumbu.

Cels miis beidzot aizved pie Baltijas
juras un cienijamas ostas pils&tas
Liepajas! Staigajam pa Liepajas ielam
un apbrinojam vecas pilsétas &kas.
Baudam skaisto krastmali un svaigo,
dzidro juras gaisu.

Lénam cel§ ved mis atpakal uz Rigu.
Vel apciemojam dailo Ventspili.
Priecajamies, cik ta ir sakopta. Ta

tiesam ir kluvusi par ,,show-
piece”.

Esam atkal atpaka] Riga.
Bez Saubam jaunieSiem Sis
celojums nebiitu pilnigs bez
iepirkSanas. Tapéc ejam
ar1 iepirkties uz Galeriju
Centrs (Latvijas pirmas
brivvalsts laika tas saucas
Armijas ekonomiskais
veikals, padomju laika -
,universalveikals™). Mei-
tenes steidzas sameklét
drébju veikalus, bet zéni - muzikas
veikalus.

Pienakusi pedgja diena Riga. No pasa
rita pie Brivibas pieminekla tieka-
mies ar miisu draugiem no Dricaniem
un Kuldigas. ST diena ir bagata ar
piedzivojumiem. Bet
lielakais notikums un gods ir
iespgja tikties ar jauno Lat-
vijas valsts prezidentu Valdi
Zatleru. Mg&s apskatam pre-
zidenta pils zales un pat
fotograféjamies kopa ar
prezidentu vina biroja.

M@s apciemojam Ipasu uzde-
vumu ministriju sabiedribas
integracijas lietas (IUM-
SIL) un pateicamies par
financialo atbalstu, ko [TUM-
SIL pieskira ,,Sveika, Lat-
programmai, kas sedza dalu no

12

vija
izdevumiem Latvija.

Mums ari bija ==
jauka tikSanas ar
ASV véstniecibas
parstavjiem ASV
veéstnieces Latvija
Catherine Todd
Bailey oficialaja
rezidencé. Gan
»Sveika, Latvija!”
jaunieSiem, gan Lat-
vijas jaunieSiem bija
daudz jautajumu,
un varéja daudz
iemacities §aja
tikSanas reize.

Brauciena fotoiespaidi: Juras mala pie
Jirkalnes, iestiprinoties “Sélu séta”
Brivdabas miizeja, pozéjot pie govs statu-
Jjas Ventspilt un viesojoties ASV véstnieces
rezidencé Riga
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Zinu, ka man pietrukst jaunieSu dedzigums, jautra ¢aloSana un
neskaitamie apkampieni. Pietriikst parrunas pie kafijas kriizes
ar audzinatajiem, ka arT Valza, musu Sofera, smaids un humora
izjuta.

Paldies Amerikas latviesu apvienibai, kas gadu no gada organize
un atbalsta ,,Sveika, Latvija!” jaunieSu celojumus. Lielaka
pateiciba Anitai Ozolai, misu Latvijas koordinatorei un pa-
vadonei, kura riipgjas, lai misu celojums pa Latviju biitu bez
ripem — izbaudams un neaizmirstams.

»Sveika, Latvija!” celojums beidzas ar e-pasta adreSu apmainu,
asaram, apkampieniem un solfjumiem raksttt, un ar ceribu, ka
atkal driz tiksimies!

Baiba Crawford

audzindatdja Brauciena fotoiespaidi (pulkstenraditaja gaitas
virziend): Grupas bilde uz enkura Ventspili, meitenes
pozé Pils laukuma Riga, plostojot pa Gauju, slépjoties
no audzindataju modrajiem skatieniem siena guba un
atvadoties no pusdienu biedriem Raganas kroga.

wSveika, Latvija!” brauciend pagajusaja vasara piedalijas un
aprakstito piedzivoja jauniesi no ASV: Laila BolSteina, Joshua
Hess, Alissa Hirsh, Zinta Lucane, Larisa Melbarde, Sandra Plato,
Aleksandra Timrote; no Kanadas: Ansis Brammanis, Alexander
Gifford, Vilis Klaise, Martins Mateus, Guntars Pérkons, Ieva
Silina, Mara Vitola, Anna Zvejniece; no Australijas: Mara Jefimo-
va, Laima Ziedara un Karlis Ziedars. Audzinatai: Baiba Crawford
(ASV), Valda Jefimova (Australija) un Andrejs Vitols (Kanada).
Grupas koordinatore un pavadone Latvija: Anita Ozola.
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ALAs RIKOTIE CELOJUMI UZ LATVLIU 2008. GADA VASARA
ALA - Sponsored Tours to Latvia in Summer 2008

“Hello, Latvia!/ Sveika, dzimtene!” June 29 — July 14, 2008

Bilingual tour of Latvia for adults and families
(Celojums pieaugusajiem un gimen&m)

Trip Fee: $3,300 — includes air tranportation to Riga from Chicago or Newark via SAS/AirBaltic, all
transfers, transportation in Latvia, comfortable accommodations, delicious meals, tickets to museums and
other attractions, including tickets to the main concerts of the Latvian Song and Dance Festival in Riga, as

well as a full-time bilingual guide.

Maximum number of participants — 20
There are still a few spaces available — call now!

Pastastiet par So lielisko iesp&ju saviem angliski runajosiem gimenes locekliem un draugiem!

LYY Y/ S 150000000 004994 555000000044 /49 4555000000040 4 0090749000000 0 00000444400 00007

»Heritage Latvia” - June 29 — July 14, 2008

English-language tour for 13-15 year-olds of Latvian heritage.

Trip Fee: $3,100 — includes air transportation to Riga from Chicago or Newark via SAS/AirBal-
tic as well as all accommodations, meals, activities and attractions, including the main concerts
of the Latvian Song and Dance Festival.

This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to not only tour Latvia, but to also participate in one of
the large Latvian cultural events which takes place only every five years.

Maximum number of participants is 20 !
Minimum number is 10.

W L

Sveika, Latvija! XIX and XX

Vienpadsmito gadu péc kartas ALA riko celojumus pa Latviju jaunieSiem vecuma no 13 — 15 gadiem,
kas Sogad vai pagajuso gadu absolvéjusi latviesu skolu. Jnija ce]ojums izlido no Cikagas 13. jinija un
atgriezas 28. jiinija. Augusta celojums no Newarkas izlido 12. augusta un atgriezas 27. augusta. Ja ir
iesp&ja, ka jiisu berns varetu piedalities latviesu valodas ,,Sveika, Latvija!” celojuma, bet vél nav san€mis
pieteikSanas veidlapas, ludzu, nekavéjoties kontakt&jieties ar Anitu Juberti ALAs biroja:
301-340-8719 vai projekti@alausa.org
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“Hello Latvia/Sveika, Dzimtene!”
A Travel Diary

“This (trip) has been very enlightening. Putting together
personal family history with Latvia’s history over the past
60-100 years has been very interesting. I feel I can finally
identify with my parents and siblings, and what they lived
through before, during and after the war.” Zile Sardegna,
2007 “Hello, Latvia” participant

With great excitement and anticipation the “Hello Latvia/
Sveika Dzimtene-2007” trip begins. Half our group departs
from Chicago on July 26™, 2007, with the others joining us
July 27" in Riga.

Itineraries as well as hotels, transportation and most meals
have been organized by our tour guide in Latvia, Zaiga Vilks,
in collaboration with Anita Juberts, ALA’s trip coordinator
in the United States. To make certain that the experience is
enjoyed and understood by all, the tour is to be conducted
in English.

The group is an interesting blend this year. The Tirums Fam-
ily (Maris and Claire, daughter Andrea and son Gregory), Zile
Sardegna and daughter Alex, Val and Lynn Dinvald as well
as Paul and Vicki Gilbert -both couples with non-Latvian
spouses, and Gunars and Maija Fricsons - who were both born
in Latvia. The youngest of the group is 28 years old, while
the oldest is well into his sixties. This wonderful group is to
become a family for the next 15 days. We will eat, travel,
learn, and experience Latvia together.

“It was great to essentially retrace many of my family's
footsteps. It was more special to do so with my mom.” Alex
Sardegna

The group that departed Chicago flies into Riga. Some are
greeted by eager relatives bearing flowers. We meet our bus
driver Janis and are fortunate to have Zaiga there to help
us gather up our suitcases and board the bus for our ride to
the hotel. What a charming place ! -- The Hotel “Radi un
Draugi” is nestled in the heart of Old
Town Riga. Our traveling family has
experienced a long day of travel, we
met briefly for dinner before going to
bed early.

“This trip has given me a new and
renewed view of my homeland. I never
expected Latvia to be free in my life-
time, and did not think I would ever
come back to see it. I am glad we took
the tour. We covered much more of the
country than we would have on our
own.” Val Dinvald

Saturday, July 28",

The day begins with a walking tour
of Old Town Riga. We begin at the
Freedom Monument, arriving in time
to see the changing of the guard. In
the background, we hear an elderly
man playing familiar folksongs on his
accordion. The songs and the awesome monument added a
special ambiance to the moment. Alex, Andrea and Gregory
place flowers at the base of the Freedom Monument. The
group seems silenced by their emotions. What a special
beginning to our journey.

Zaiga guides us through the twisting streets of Old Town
Riga. We visit well-known places some of which include
Dome Church, St. Peters Church, The House of the Black-
heads, and the Powder Tower. We are lucky to have Zaiga
to explain the history and significance of each stop along
the way. Our walking tour ends at the Museum of Occupa-
tion. There we receive a staff-guided tour. It was sobering
for us to see pictures and artifacts of those difficult times in
Latvian history.
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We complete our day with a boat ride on the Daugava. We
revel in the experience, knowing that there is no better way
to view the beautiful Riga skyline than sipping coffee and
eating piragi on the Daugava!

“Hearing stories and memories from my husband and late
mother-in-law was my only exposure. But seeing and feel-
ing the real places make it real. This (trip) is an event to be
treasured, always.” Claire Tirums

Sunday, July 29",
Today the road trip begins. Over the next two weeks, we
will travel a total of 2,500 plus kilometers. Our final destina-
tion on this day is Rezekne in the heart of Latgale. En route
we stop at Lielvarde Park, the site of the Andrejs Pumpurs
Museum, author of the epic poem The Bear Slayer - The
Legend of Lacplésis, and the Koknese ruins. We journey to
Jekabpils to see the Krustpils palace and
stop for lunch in Preili. Our journey
is incredible. We continue to the Ba-
silica of Aglona, the center of Latvian
Catholicism which Pope John II visited
in 1995. While we are there, we walk
to the nearby fountain to dip our hand
in Aglona’s spring water which has
legendary healing powers. We are all
hoping it will give us eternal youth and
health!

Our last stop of the day is at the work-
shop of well-known potter Antons
Uspelis. With great enthusiasm and hu-
mor, he shows us the process involved
in making his beautiful vases and plates.
What a great opportunity we have to
purchase souvenirs to remember this
wonderful encounter!

Monday, July 30™.

After a brieftour of Rézekene we depart for Vidzeme, ending
our day in C&sis. Our first stop was at “Braki” the home and
memorial museum of author Rudolfs Blaumanis. To be in the
home of this great writer, to see how he and his family lived,
brings his works to life and increases our understanding
of his work. We eat lunch in Ergli and visit “Saulrieti,” the
summer home and museum of author Karlis Skalbe. The very
enthusiastic local guide provides us with a lively account of
Skalbe’s work and life. As we listen and explore the house,
we feel as if we are visiting with Skalbe himself.

We arrive in Cesis early, allowing free time to rest, wander
the city, and, of course, shop. Dace and her sister Maija

purchase flowers at the market and bring them to their
grandparents’grave in Lejas Kapi - a very special opportu-
nity and experience for them.

Tuesday, July 31°.

Today we journey back into Latvia’s history with a visit to the
12" century floating fort “Arai$u Ezerpils.” Small wooden
structures with no windows, partially floating on the edge of
a lake - we can only imagine how difficult life must have
been in those times. Next we head to the countryside to visit
the Stabarak’s Homestead. This is the only farm in Latvia
known for its wild horses. We lunch on a magnificent meal.
Everything is homemade with all homegrown products - it
is impossible to not enjoy every bite. Our stomachs are full,
and now we are escorted through the woods and pastures
in search of wild horses. The pastures are full of colorful
flowers.

It seems like we walk for miles. We are about to give up
when we find the horses grazing in a small, secluded pasture.
It is a breathtaking site. We know that this is something that
one could only see within these fields, upon this countryside.
Our visit ends with more treats - homemade sweet breads,
piragi and coffee.

On the return trip to Cesis we gather our remaining energy
fora stop at Rauna’s Staburags. Here we discover the moss-
covered cliffs and a beautiful flowing stream. It is a hike down
the steep steps, but the sight is well worth the trek. As our
day comes to a close, we are grateful to have free time. We
have much to reflect upon and remember.
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Wednesday, August I1°.

Today we depart for Sigulda. Our first
stop is Gutman’s Cave. In times past,
it was a tradition to inscribe names or
initials on special occasions on the cave
walls. Gunars talks of his mother telling
him of carving her name on the cave
wall many years ago during a sorority
excursion.

Next, we journey to the Sigulda castle
ruins. The sights overlooking the beau-
tiful Gauja Valley were magnificent.
As the morning ends, we stroll through
the Turaida Folk Song Park (Dainu

parks). As we walk through the park
Zaiga explains the significance of vari-
ous statues and sings their associated
folksong for us.

We stop en route to Rundale, for lunch
at “The Witch’s Kitchen.” The food is
served buffet style and we are lucky
enough to arrive just minutes before
three large buses full of tourists.

Now we enter Zemgale. Zaiga guides
us through Rundale Palace, the beauti-
fully restored 18th century summer

palace of Ernst von Buhren. This is
the site of the farewell reception for
President Vaira Vike-Freiberga which
occurred only a few weeks prior to our
visit. As we walk through the rooms and
admire the beautiful ceilings and walls,
we can only imagine what a grand event
the reception must have been.

Before the day ends, we stop at the
Bauska Castle ruins. We spend the night
at a newly opened spa, “Rozhmalas.”
Although our group does not partake in
spa services or massages, the environ-
ment is very relaxing.

___..
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Thursday, August 2",

Today we depart from Bauska. We will
stop in Jelgava, Dobele and the Lestene
War Memorial. When we arrive at the
memorial, several in our group are able
to find the names of relatives either
on the memorial wall or on gravesite
plaques. Thisisa sobering experience
which brings the war to a very personal
level for each member of our group.

We eat our lunch at the Jaunpils castle,
and continue on to Kandava, Sabile,
and Stende. We stop for dinner at

Rideli at the flour mill, and spend the
night at Villa Elizabeth in Engure.
From the villa, it is a short walk through
the woods to the Baltic Sea. Each of
us takes the opportunity to walk along
the beach, many of us looking for small
amber pieces awash on the shore. As
the evening continues, we find our-
selves organizing a beer and wine tast-
ing party in the gazebo. Aldaris beer
is voted the best.

Friday, August 3",

Our journey continues northward to
Kolka. We visit the place where the
Baltic Sea comes together with the
Gulf of Riga. We venture along the sea
to Ventspils, we eat lunch and enjoy a
brief bus tour of the city. While our
itinerary calls for a visit to the Medieval
Museum, we opt to change our plans.
We walk on the “Blue” beach of Lat-
via and join in the celebrations of the
Ventspils Festival. Festival activities
are in full swing and we are thrilled to
be there.

Our helpful and accommodating driver
Janis takes us to Jurmala, where we
settle in at the Villa Joma for the next
two nights. In the evening we attend the
opera “Carmen”, performed by some of
Europe’s most renowned opera singers,
at the Dzintara Concert Hall just a few
minutes walk from the hotel. Even
though it is difficult to follow the story
line, it is interesting to be amongst the
local Latvians and witness their deep
passion for the opera. We are spending
our Friday taking a tour of Rainis and
Aspazijas Museum. From there, we
eat lunch and prepare for a Saturday of
unplanned adventure.

Saturday, August 4".

Today we were able to venture about on
our own and relax into our surround-
ings. We prepare for the “Gala Opera
Concert” that evening. How lucky we
are, the weather is perfect! Knowing
Latvians’ enjoyment of opera, it was a
thrill to be in the audience with them
to experience the wonderful perfor-
mances.
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Sunday, August 5",

After a day of rest, we leave Jurmala
today for Liepaja. We will stop in
Kuldiga to see the Venta waterfall and
the centuries old brick bridge. We will
stroll the streets of this charming town
and enjoy a picnic overlooking the
Venta River. Our excursion continues
through Edole to Jurkalne.

When we arrive at Jurkalne, we get a
glimpse of a sailboat shaped monu-
ment on the shores of the Baltic Sea.
The monument is dedicated to those
Latvians who escaped to Sweden,
using small fishing boats to cross the
Baltic Sea. As we stand here, the sun’s
rays make the silver metal monument
sparkle, giving a special tribute to those
who fled.

We arrive in Liepaja and stay this and
the next night at the Hotel Liva. Our
accommodations are nestled in down-
town, yet only a few blocks from the
sea.

Monday, August 6.

This morning we are greeted by a lo-
cal tour guide. She is escorting us on
a bus tour of the port, the old wartime
buildings, and the Russian Orthodox
Church. We end our tour at the weav-
er’s workshop. It is here that we see
women weaving beautiful tablecloths
and blankets. It is an incredible site,
especially since this is one of a few
such places remaining. Many of us fill
our suitcases with purchases.

After lunching with our group, we are
once again able to explore on our own.
For many of us, this time leads to locat-
ing those streets and places, which we
remember from our childhood years.

Tuesday, August 7",

Today we return to Riga. We journey
away from our intended route to visit
Aizpute. It is here that we are able to
visit the hometown of Maris Tirums’s
grandparents. What a great opportunity
for the Tirums family. We visit the
Oskars Kalpaks Memorial and return
to Riga.

Of course, one cannot visit Riga with-
out taking time to tour the “Laci” Bak-
ery. We take a tour and enjoy a bread
tasting. Many of us purchase bread to
bring home, further taxing the weight
limits of our suitcases. At the “Laci,”
the largest loaf of bread weighs nearly
13 kg. Zile Sardegna purchases one for
her sister!

There is one more must-visit attrac-
tion — the Windmill Lido. = We have
time before lunch and many of us find
joy in riding the rides and playing the
games and other attractings in the park
surrounding the restaurant. The Lido
buffet is full of so many unbelievable
dishes — it is hard to choose. Later
today we will check into the “Hotel
Radi un Draugi”for our final days in
Latvia.

Wednesday, August 8™.

This morning we venture to the Na-
tional Cemetery (Bralu kapi) and lay
flowers at the foot of the Mother Latvia
Statue. Explaining the significance of
the statues, Zaiga adds greater meaning
and understanding to our experience.

We continue the day with a visit to
the Ethnographic Outdoor Museum
on the outskirts of Riga and end the
day with a tour of the downtown Art
Noveau District. We have only a few
free hours to finalize shopping and to
begin strategizing our packing. We will
enjoy a farewell dinner at the Figaro
Restaurant, and celebrate a fantastic
trip. With new friendships and a new
understanding of Latvia, we think back
over our trip and are grateful for the
wonderful guide we have in Zaiga, and
the safe driving of Janis along the way
—and for the wonderful experiences we
have shared.

“This trip has enlightened me and my
views of Latvia. Reading and going
to websites only shows you a little,
but being in the land for 2 weeks is a
perfect amount of time. I can t wait to
tell people in America about my jour-
ney and show my pictures. I have an
increased sense of pride for my Latvian
heritage. I recommend this trip to any-
one who likes to travel and experience
new cultures. Thank you ALA! Paldies
Jpaldies ,paldies!”

Thursday, August 9".

Janis has arrived with the bus. Half
of us will leave for the United States
today while others have extended their
time to visit with family or continue
their travels. Today the “Hello Lat-
via/Sveika, Dzimtene-2007"" adventure
ends. As we return home we will cher-
ish the moments and experiences this
wonderful trip has brought to each of
us. As we plan for next year, we will
share the stories of our travels and seek
out participants who would like to join
us in the future.

The trip has been worthwhile in so
many ways. The ideal participant for
this tour is an adult interested in seeing
all the quadrants of Latvia, experienc-
ing all of the delectable food, and see-
ing a native’s view of Latvian culture
and history without worry. Plans for
next summer’s tour include the Latvian
Song and Dance Festival. For further
questions and information regarding
the “Hello Latvia/ Sveika, Dzimtene!
2008, contact Anita Juberts, Tel:
301-340-8719 or e-mail:projekti@
alausa.org, or visit the web site of the
American Latvian Association - www.
alausa.org.

Dace Nichols
“Hello, Latvia” 2007 Group Leader
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“Heritage Latvia” Participants Discover Their Roots and More

Comments from the participants:

I have noticed several changes in Cher-
ish since she returned from Latvia.
The most positive change has been an
increase in self-esteem and confidence,
leading to growth, independence and
responsibility. She now knows that
she is a capable world traveler, a
proud U.S. representative and
an amiable young lady. Also
the challenges and rewards of
world travel have broadened
Cherish’s horizons so that she
now sees everyday situations
through greater world aware-
ness. Though Cherish has
always been aware, [this trip
has helped] her to be more
sensitive to other points of
view and circumstances. In
addition to her Chinese and
Russian heritage, she is now
more keenly aware of the Lat-
vian one also. Cherish made
good friendships on the trip
-- friendships that I hope will
continue into the future.
Cherish Prieditis’ mother

Cherish Prieditis:

When I went to Latvia this
summer [ learned many things.
Mainly, I learned how to travel
and interact with people I had
never met before. It gave me
a chance to be on my own and
be independent. I had fun being
with the Latvian people and experienc-
ing their culture. Everyone there was
surprisingly friendly, something that
you don’t find everywhere you visit. It
was nice to be welcomed into each and
every home we visited. People were so
nice, and the food was delicious. I en-
joyed everywhere we went, especially
Riga. Scenery in Latvia was beautiful,
with its green hills and colorful flow-
ers. Nature was definitely a big part of
Latvian day to day life, which is not as
true in the U.S.A. I learned so much
from the trip that [ know I will be able
to use all throughout life.

Karlee Ansons:

I gained many things from my trip to
Latvia with the Heritage Latvia group.
One thing that I learned is a better
understanding of my Latvian heritage.
When [ first got to Latvia, [ was not
really sure what being a Latvian really
meant. Looking back [ now realize that

“Heritage Latvia” group and their Latvian friends

being a Latvian is a very meaningful
thing. I understand now that many
Latvians went through many hardships
just to be free. To know that I am a
relative to some of the people that had
to go through all that struggle, means
a lot to me. I would recommend this
trip to all English speaking Latvians
who are in the age group to participate.
This was a great experience that [ will
never forget.

Katherine Rudzitis, addressing the
President of Latvia Valdis Zatlers
on behalf of the “Heritage Latvia”
group:.

“Mr. President, we are greatly honored

with this opportunity to meet you. Our
trip to Latvia has given us the chance to
fully understand what it means to have
Latvian ancestors and have ties to this
welcoming country. All of the people
that we met were friendly and eager to
share their stories about Latvia with us.
These two weeks have been an
amazing cultural experience,
and we hope to visit Latvia
again in our future. [ would like
to take this opportunity to pres-
ent you with this book, which
our entire ,,Heritage Latvia”
group has read in preparation
for this trip. It was written by
my grandmother, partially to
answer my questions about
why she had to leave her home
during WW II. Everybody
in our group loved this book
because they could relate to
the story through their own
family’s history. We hope that
you enjoy this book as much as
we have.”

Michael Antens:
During the tour, I saw a lot of
places that most people do not
know about or have not visited.
We visited and stayed at a lot of
“cool” places. During the tour,
I met a lot of people and learned
a lot about my heritage. Ithink
that Latvia was amazing. [ would
want to go there again and bring my
friends along. Latvia was “cool.”

The trip narrative:

The Heritage Latvia 2007 trip had
five participants — four young women,
Karlee Ansons, Gertrude Daly, Cherish
Prieditis, Katherine Rudzitis, and one
young man, Michael Antens. Each of
them had a set of Latvian grandparents,
who, along with their parents, sup-
ported their desire to visit Latvia and
explore their Latvian heritage. For
most, but not all, this was their first
trip to Latvia.
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Chaperones on the trip were Anita
Juberts and Kristina Lagzdins. The
trip was very ably coordinated by the
firm “One Baltics” in Riga.  Zane
Kalnina worked with ALA in the
planning stages to fulfill all of our trip
requirements; Polina Skinke was our
enthusiastic trip guide, who made sure
that the plans became reality. Sensitive
and accommodating to our needs, she
developed great rapport with all the
participants.

Our schedule was intense; we saw
Riga from a boat on the Daugava and
from the top of St. Peter’s church, took
a walking tour of the old city and the
Jugendstils district, and visited the
Museum of the Occupation, as well as
the Open Air Ethnographic Museum.
Our tour of Latvia included all of the
major tourist highlights — and much,
much more. In a building within the
Cesis castle fortifications, we vis-
ited the “Smithy of Ancient Jewelry”
Daumants Kalnins, tried on ancient
folk costumes and jewelry and had a
hands-on demonstration of medallion-
making. We had great visits with two
schools in Latvia. In a beautiful corner
of Latgale, the students and teachers of
Ilzeskalna School hosted us to an after-
noon of singing and folkdancing, and
provided an opportunity at a Latgalian
potter’s studio to try our hand at pot-
tery-making. This marked our group’s
Latvian television “debut”; Latgale TV

filmed our ac-
tivities and later
people all over
Latvia said that
they had seen
us on one of the
evening news
programs. We
were already
“famous” by the
time we met our
second Latvian
school hosts
— Jekabpils
school. Our
activities with
them included
a visit to Krustpils castle as well as
a small ethnographic museum where
activities included churning butter for
our afternoon snack of rye bread and
herb tea.

There were many trip highlights — but
certainly enjoying traditional Latvian
saunas was one of them. A sauna in the
darkened evening across the lake from
the silent Aglona cloister capped one
long day of travel; following a tour of
the Rundale castle, we were rewarded
with a hot, relaxing sauna in a 17" cen-
tury out-building on the castle grounds.
The Baltic Sea was another highlight.

We met the Baltic Sea at Liepaja—when
it was gray and leaden; at Jirkalne after
a storm with whitecaps, and at Ventspils
on a day that was Florida - hot.

Food was a highlight — we spent time
looking for piragi. (we were not always
successful, they did not seem to be “in
season”) , an afternoon at the Laci
bakery — sampling their wide variety
of breads and donning caps and robes
in order to tour the artisan bakery and
see how the bread is formed and baked
— by hand.

Our participants provided the whole
group with interesting experiences.
Karlee’s relatives hosted us for lunch
at their home in Sigulda and took us to
see a farm where ostriches and many
rare kinds of poultry were raised. We
all accompanied Michael to his visit his
relatives outside of Valmiera where we
were treated to a wonderful pancake
supper. Afterwards, we drove to see
Michael’s ancestral property — and
asked the question — will Mike return
someday to live in Latvia and run the
farm? (At that moment, he wanted
to!)

Our last day in Riga brought a reunion
with our friends from Ilzeskalna and

Latvian Dimensions ¢ Number 11, 2007-2008 | 21



Jekabpils schools. We all met at the
Freedom Monument for a group pic-
ture and then went to visit the U.S.
Embassy, where we listened to a very
interesting presentation from three
of the top U.S. diplomats in Latvia.
Everyone was impressed at how well
most of the diplomats spoke Latvian.
The diplomats remarked on the quality
of our group’s questions, which made
up a lively and interesting question and
answer session.

From there, it was on to the major high-
light of our day — the Presidential Castle
and a visit with the newly-inaugurated
President of Latvia Valdis Zatlers. The
president addressed us and then a repre-
sentative from each school gave a small
speech and presented the president with
flowers. We were very proud of Kath-
erine Rudzitis, who was chosen to rep-
resent the “Heritage Latvia” group. On
our behalf, she presented the President
with her grandmother, Ruta Rudzitis’
book — “Vecmamin, What is Exile?”
The President himself showed us the
formal state rooms and even invited us
into his office!

From there we went to visit and say
thank you to the Ministry of Integration
and its head, Minister Oskars Kasténs.
TUMSIL —as it is known by its acronym
— gave a grant to the “Heritage Latvia”
trip, which covered our bus transpor-
tation around Latvia, as well as our
museum tickets. Gertrude Daly, with
a very touching short speech, thanked
the minister on behalf of the “Heritage
Latvia” group.

Since our trip Katherine Rudzitis has
written an article for the newspaper
“Laiks”, in their “Jaunais Laiks”
supplement. She mentions the pos-
sibility of someday studying in Latvia
—something that may not have seemed
an option before the “Heritage Latvia”
trip.

This trip is about widening options
and deepening insights. The purpose
is to open a door to a country and a
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heritage that these young people have
glimpsed many times before and that
has influenced all of them through their
grandparents or parents. But this time
they get beyond a glimpse - they go
through the door and experience Latvia
first-hand, her culture, her physical
beauty, her people. They come away
with a better understanding of them-
selves and their heritage, and perhaps
with new options for the future — op-
tions which now might include Latvia
and things Latvian.

Photos on pp 22: Visiting the Minister for Social Integration, Oskars Kasténs, all dressed and
ready to bake some of the famous “Laci” bread; checking out the “Lielvardes josta” (Lielvarde
belt); Gertrude hugs a larger-than-life lady bug in Ventspils.

Photos on this page:
Taking a horse ride in
Vidzeme; Gertrude at
the president s desk;
group photo with
Latvia s president
Valdis Zatlers; a small
souvenir from the
“Laci” bakery, Kar-
lee Ansons, Cherish
Prieditis, Katharine
Rudzitis, Gertude daly
and Michael Antens
posing on the embank-
ment of the Daugava
River
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Laura Osvalde no VirdZinijas pavalsts ir viena no septiniem arzemju
jaunieSiem, kurus pagajusaja vasara uz latviju atveda Labklajibas
ministrijas projekts Vélies izaicinajumu? Piesakies vasaras
nodarbinatibas pilotprojektam Latvija! Tas domats, lai arvalstis
dzivojosie latvieSu izcelsmes jauniesi varétu iepazit Latvijas darba
tirgu. Projekta var€ja pieteikties jauni cilvéki vecuma no 18 lidz 24
gadiem. Atsauciba gan nebija liela - [idz 1.jinijam Nodarbinatibas
valsts agentiira (NVA) sanéma anketas no 8 pretendentiem -, tomer
janem vera, ka projekts tiek Tstenots pirmo reizi.

Parpublicets no laikraksta “Dienas bizness” raksta 2007. gada
augusta

Skaisti un labi
Vairakiem jaunieSiem NVA atrada prakses vietas

valsts iestadgs, dazi strada privatos uznémumos. NVA

Racinska skatTjuma nebija griti atrast jaunie$u vélmém

studét magistrantGra marketingu. Un vél vina ir noskanota stastit
Amerikas latvieSu jaunieSiem par iesp&ju atbraukt uz Latviju
praksg.

Viedoklis

Programma ir perspektiva

Ralfs Vilands, Hill & Knowlton Latvia valdes priek§s€détajs

Tas var izradities noderigi uz laiku pienemt darba ASV akadémiska
vidg izglitotu un augusu cilveéku. Tas dod skatu uz lietam, ko daram,
no arpuses. Domaju, ka $adas programmas ir persektivas, vienigi
Seit pavaditais laiks — viens ménesis var nebiit pieteikams, lai iegiitu
paliekosu iespaidu.

Tadu prakses vietu Savienotajas valstis es nevarétu dabiit,
intervija laikrakstam “Dienas bizness” teica Laura Os-

: ¢ ) valde. Pagdjusaja vasara vina stradaja sabiedrisko attiectbu Dainis Simsons
Starptautisko attiecibu departamenta vaditaja Sandra kompanija Hill & Knowlton Latvia.

Septini praktikanti

(Kanadas pilsonis)
Valts tiesu ekspertizu

un izglitibai atbilstosas darba vietas. «Nemot vera, ka
vini bija tikai septini (viens atsauca savu iesniegumu
studiju dgl), ka ir vasara un atvalinajumu laiks un ka
darbinieku trikst, domaju, ka tas, nebija griiti.»

Vai projekts tiks istenots turpmak, vél nav zinams.
«Pagaidam viss izskatas skaisti un labi,» saka San-
dra Racinska. Lai zinatu, ka ir patiesiba si pirms
projekts beigam 15. augusta, tiks aptaujati
jauniesi un vinu darba dev&ji — ka vini verte
projektu. «Vajag, lai bitu apmierinati gan
jauniesi, gan darba devéji,» par nakotni
saka departamenta vaditaja.

- ———

Pakapiens karjera
Laura Osvalde doma, ka pro-
jekts ir labs. «Savienotajas
Valstis, lai kliitu par praktikan-
tu Hill&Knowlton biroja ir
jaiztur liela konkurence, es
nezinu, vai tiktu,» Laura
teica. «ST programma
man deva iesp&ju at-

KARJERA &£ |
VADZINIBA =%

mﬁafér/&tﬁﬂw yaksé

=== birojs, arStata labo-
=, rants Biologisko un kimisko
ekspertizu departamenta
Darja Berdnpikova (Krievi-
jas pilsone) Rigas Tehniska
universitate, Rigas Biomaterialu
inovaciju un attistibas centrs, vecaka
laborante
Laura Osvalde (ASV pilsone) Firma
Hill & Knowlton Latvia, projektu vaditaja
asistente
Riita Rietuma (Zviedrijas/Latvijas pilsone),
Nodarbinatibas valsts agentiira, Sabiedrisko
attiecibu nodalas specialiste
Jana Bozko (Krievijas/Latvijas pilsone) SIA
Averoja, celojumu konsultante
Aleksandrs Perevalovs (Krievijas pilsonis) SIA
Agroprojekts, arhitekts tehnikis
Liikass Milevskis (ASV/Latvijas pilsonis), LR
Aizsardzibas ministrija, praktikants

= m ey

braukt un stradat. Man

ta ir loti laba pieredze un pakapiens pa karjeras kapném.»

2007. gada maija Laura beidza VirdZinijas universitates (ASV)
bakalaura programmu sabiedriskajas attiecibas un svarstijas, ko
darit. Viena vélme bija atbraukt uz Latviju, kur vina nebija bijusi
astonus gadus, otra - atrast kadu praktikanta darbu ASV, bet tajas
kompanijas, kuras Lauru interesgja, konkurence ir liela. Tad Laura
sanéma e-pasta vestuli par Latvijas valdibas programmu. Ta pavéra
iesp&ju iepildit abas vElmes.

Laura Latvija ir nedaudz vairak ka ménesi un nakamnedg| vinas
prakse beidzas. «Atgriezties negribas, jo nebilis naudas un nebiis
darba, vispirms jatiek pie otra, lai dabatu pirmo,» Laura puspa-
jokam saka. Tiesa gan, pateicoties praksei Latvija, vina ir sanémusi
uzaicingjumu no Hill& Knowlton biroja Amerika. «Bez prakses
ta nebiitu, jo absolventiem bez pieredzes Amerika darbu atrast nav
viegli,» Laura paskaidro.

Paslaik par talakam studijam vina nedoma — péc kada laika grib&tu

Laura Osvalde (vidii) ar Hill & Knowlton darbiniekiem
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ALAs APGADS PIEDAVA

ribs wz akobul

Gramatas bérniem:

Gribu uz skolu! +loto un uzlimes*
Zvaigzne ABC, 2006. g.

Gramata paredzéta 5-6 gadu veciem
bérniem, lai palidzeétu viniem sagatavoties
sekmigam macibam skola.

$17.00

365 pasakas miedzinam*
Tulk. Inese Krastina
Zvaigzne ABC

$13.00

Gadalaiku gramata*

Tulk. Anna Fridenberga

Kas darams visa gada garuma
Izdevnieciba ,,Eve”, 2001. g.
$8.00

Do You Speak English?*
[ustréta anglu-latviesu vardnica
Translated by leva Tarvida
Zvaigzne ABC, 2004. g.

$15.00

Mazais sunitis

Gramatina ar parsteigumiem bé&rniem no 3
gadu vecuma

Tulk. Gija Andersone

Zvaigzne ABC, 2006. g.

$5.00

(Saja sérija perkamas arT Maza zivtina,
Mazais jérin$ un Mazais zakitis)

Zirnu zirdzina Ziemassvetki

Eriks Kilis

Stasts par zinkarigu zirnekliti un, kapéc
svinami Ziemassvetki un gaidams
Jaungads.

Zvaigzne ABC

$7.00

My Alphabet

Margaritas Starastes zimg&jumi
Anglu valoda

Jumava

$7.00

Kur ir mazais trusitis?

Gramata ar parsteigumiem.

Tulk. Iveta Ikale

Zvaigzne ABC, 2006. g.

$8.00

(Saja serija ari perkamas Kur ir maza
ciicina?, Kur ir maza pelite? un Kur ir
mazais putnins?)

Kas? Kur? Kad?

Gundega S&ja

Enciklopédiska vardnica skoléniem.
Zvaigzne ABC

$25.00

Gramatas pieauguSajiem:

Kas Kur Kad

Popularakie ikdienas notikumi, cilvéki un
fakti Latvija un pasaulé.

Jumava

$22

Looking at Latvia
Amanda Aizpuriete

The Oliver Press, 2006. g.
$22

Latvian Design

Daina Kraukle

Translated by Daiga Veikmane

An explanation of the semantic and
meaning of Latvian ornamental designs.
Jumava, 2006. g.

$12.00

LatvieSu rakstu zimes

Daina Kraukle

Paskaidrojums par latviesu rakstu zimém
un to nozimi.

Jumava, 2006. g.

$11.00

LatvieSu literara dzive un literatiira
ASV un Kanada 1950-1965*

Inguna Daukste-Silasproge

Valters un Rapa, 2007. g.

$17.00
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HISTORY
of LATVIA

LatVJu enc1kloped1]a 1962 -1982
58n-7

Amerikas latviesu apvieniba 2006. g.
$50.00

Kristus legendas*
Selma Lagerléva

Tulk. Mudite Treimane
Zvaigzne ABC

$11.00

Our Daily Bread*

Rudolfs Uksting

A Latvian s journal of escape and sur-
vival as a displaced person in war-torn
Europe, 1994-1949

White Wave Press, 2006. g.

$16.00

Atkal nopérkamas:

With Dance Shoes in Siberian Snows
Sandra Kalniete

Translated by Margita Gailitis

Latvijas Okupacijas muzeja biedriba,
2006. g.

$29.00

History of Latvia in the 20th Century
Daina Bleiere, Ilgvars Butulis, Inesis
Feldmanis, Aivars Stranga, Antonijs
Zunda

Jumava, 2006. g.

$32.00

* gramatas maz eksemplaros.

Tl...l' ESL JAUNS, TEV VIS VEL FFIEH‘L.ﬁ.

T A

ATROD SAVU VIE

e irnE me i R rs sy e LR A 10 Ll Led & & O

LatvieSu jaunatnes seminars 2x2 piedava plasu 8 dienu programmu.
Dalibnieki piedalas divas ievirzes un viena projekta péc pasa izvéles.

levirzes e Alternativie ieskati latvieSu kultlira e Bizness Latvija e Dvéseles
jautajumi e Dzivot Latvija e Kadi més esam? e Latvija pasaulé e Latvija Sodien
e M&s esam visur e Mizika e VadiSana e Zala Latvija e Zurnalistika un
sabiedribas attiecibas Latvija e Pasdarbiba

Projekti e Datorgrafika e Dékas daba e Koris e Latviska virtuve e Muzikalais
ansamblis e Relaksacijae Rokdarbi e Sports e Tautas dejas e Vitraza

Tel v DzimSanas datums .............ocveuenen
Informacija: info@divreizdivi.com un www.divreizdivi.com

Seminars jaunieSiem sakot ar 18 gadiem. Dalibas maksa ir $450 par 8 dienu programmu,
apmesanos un uzturu. Daziem projektiem bis materialu izdevumu piemaksa. Pieteikties
var bez iemaksas. Organizacijas, draudzes un korporacijas atbalsta piedaliSanos 2x2 ar
stipendijam. Programmas vaditaji Liene Dindone, Andra Zommere. 2x2 vaditajs Aivars
Osvalds. PieteikSanas pie 2x2 Administratores Maras Memenes - memenis@att.net 5076
Heathrow Ave Kalamazoo MI 49009. Ar vismaz $100 iemaksu, dalibnieks sanems 2x2 kreklu.

ALAs Goda Dzintara biedra pakapi 2007. gada decembra valdes
sédes laika sanéma ilggadejais Apvienotas baltiesu komitejas
darbinieks un valdes loceklis Janis Bolsteins ( augséja foto
otrais no labas) un Latvijas véstniecibas Vasingtonda vaditaja
vietnieks Maris Selga par izcilu sadarbibu ar Amerikas latviesu
sabiedribu. (apakséja foto pirmais no kreisas)

Gramatas pasiutinamas no ALAs apgada,
5648 Susan Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49048.
E-pasts: dace.copeland@wmich.edu.

Talr.: 269/345-3304 (atstat zinu).
Visas cenas ASV valiita.
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LatvieSu fonds izsludina 2008. gada projektu konkursu

Kadus projektus pienem izvérteSanai?

Latviesu fonda padome pienem izverte€sanai projektus, kas ietilpst vismaz viena no $adam

kategorijam:
1. Latvisku izglitibu un audzinaSanu veicinoss pasakums.
2. Latviesu makslas, literatiiras vai dailamatniecibas projekts.
3. Zinatnisks darbs, kas saistas ar latvieSu tautu, zemi vai vésturi.
4. Kulturas pasakums ar nozimi latviskaja dzive.

2008. gada konkursa fonda dalibnieki velas vairak sanemt projektu pieteikumus, kas atspogulo
un dokument€ latvieSu trimdas veésturi vai kultiiras dzivi.

2008. gada projekta pieteikSanas termins ir 1. marts!
2008. gada projektu konkursam veltita summa ir $50,000 USD.

Projekts japieprasa viena no $adam kategorijam:
. Mazais projekts - lidz $2,000 USD
. Lielais projekts - no $2,001 lidz $10,000 USD

Projektu lietvezi 2008. gadam ir Ints Dzelzgalvis un Aina Irbe. Pieteikuma komplekts - veidlapa,
atsauksmes un saistibas ar originaliem parakstiem janogada gan elektroniski, gan pa gaisa pastu
LatvieSu fonda projektu lietveZiem. Pasta zZimogs un e-pasta datums nedrikst bt vélaks par 2008.
gada 1. martu.

2008. gada projekta pieteikums janosiita uz e-pasta adresi: Pieteikumi@gmail.com
Latvian Foundation

P.O. Box 59

Merrifield, VA 22116 USA
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